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FOREWORD 

In tlie following pages an attempt lias beefi 
made to put before the new-comer and the tourist a 
fow simple descriptive notes to direct him to the 
j.j-, o\ interest in the city of Calcutta 
and its environs. Whenever possible brief historical 
notes have been added to show the association of the 
present day buildings and localities with Old 
Calcutta. 

At the beginning of the book a short history of 
the origin and development' of Calcutta with the 
rise of British I'osver iiv India has been given. An 
accoiiiil of I Is ]il:y-ifii 1 geography, climate, drainage 
and v.:;!cr-.-i:|i|.f\ hiis :iiso been ndded in the hope 
that these may j:'.'o\e inn.-resiing us an example of 
what scientific town planning and sanitation can 
achieve against dirt and disease. 

. To facilitate a tour of inspection with the 
minimum expenditure of time and money an index 
has been prepared in which the different localities 
and priur:iY;nl streets in the 'town and Suburbs have 
been alphabeiicaily and " the ' names of 

place.-’ vii' iiii'.-r.'sr likely lo be visited in each have 
been grouped together. 

Excursions by means of railway train service and 
motor cars as well as thos(i by means of ferry 
.=:teiiiner? plying iip and down the river have been 
siiggt'sicd 10 varie-iis suitable places. In this way 
Si \eral Ick;:! lilies veil!' old and historic associations 
b-. iween TToo riih Rial ion ar.d Bamlol Junction on the 
h. i. Railway iiiui Roaldah Riaiion and Ibirrackpore 
iiic i;. i’l. hail way can be conveniently visited, 

M iscolhuiemis information concerning places of 
amusement and recreation, such as cinemas, 
theatres anti clubs has been given as an appendix. 
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The list of principal banking ageiioies, foreign Gon-« 
siilates and id.-vi prove useful to tlie 

tourist and liu^ W’itli the same object an 

up-to-date map of Calcutta has also been appended. 

I take this or>portunitv of expressing my in- 
debtedness to tlu- ilon'liii.* Mr. H, E. A. Cotton, 
G.I.E., President, Bengal Legislative Council, for 
rhe he1{) I liave received from his comprehensive book, 
“ Calcutta Old and iS’ew," and for his kindly writing 
the Introduction to this editioti. 

I must also thank Professor Eiishbrook- 
Wiliiinns, O.B.E., Director of Central Bureau of 
'Inronnatiun to the Government of T'r.diii. who as 
official historian attached to IL B. JI. li c f)f 

Mudes’s tour in India and Bunnah, kindly brought 
my humble brochure to the notice of His Boy a I 
Highness during his visit to Calcutta in 1922. 

I am obliged to Mr. Lai Chand, Proprietor of the 
firm of Messrs. Lai Chand and Sons, Calcutta, for 
giving mo special facilities of work in his Printing 
Dcpaj'tiiienr. 

This book was originally written to serve as a 
‘ ‘ GUIDE ’ ’ for visitors to Calcutta during the eighth 
session of the IndiaTi ScieiK'e Congress in 1921. It 
has now been revised and brought up to date, but 
owing lo pressure of ]>rofessional and other dmics 
the miiiier iiad U) Is' riislied through the press and 
I crave d'.e indiilgci’ce of the reader for the short- 
comings that may be noticed. 

HASSAN SUHBAWABDY. 

Caugutta : 

November 1933. 



INTRODUCTION. 

^ “ There 7=: nlTt'jiy.-. ''((Oi'i foi- a, guide to Calcutta.’' 

Year fifie!- y, imoim'i after month, the 
landmiirks of the past are being oblitcriitcd. The 
Improvement Trust is hard at work (.lri\ing hroad 
thoroughfares in every direction .nid ilic l)ujl(let; ol 
mammoth mansions is busy. Yery soon hardly a 
vestige will remtiin even of the Calcutta which some 
of us knew tvTr.-^;- r" years ago. My friend 

Dr. Hassan ‘ ■ .loubly qualified for the 

task^ wliich iie has undertaken. He is not only 
inspired wiii' genuine ii;!v !\ «:i in the history of the 
ciiy in he iiiu; ids home ; he is in addition 

oue of those Indians who combines so successfully 
the best features of the Western education with 
the immemorial traditions of the East. I accede 
with pleasure to his request that I shall write 
a few words by way of introduction to his book; not 
because he stands in need of any commendation, 
but because I rejoice to find an Indian following in 
the footsteps of Dr. Biisteed and other English 
lovers of Calcutta. 

The three Presideiicy towns stand out from 
among the other cities of British India by reason of 
the fact that they are the creation of British 
enterpi'ise and energy. Each has its own distinctive 
features. The splendid haihour of Bombiiy which 
prides itself upon being the first city in India — 
urbs prima in Iinli-'i — in (.f \\h\e only — and the 

green freshness of lua; cii,v of historic 

renown, tind of distam. c.- ■■ !n:=\ in i eVi •(,) constitute 
their own p(;ciiliar charm. Bel !hei\' is .'-''■mething 
about Calcutta wdiich is a'm.-ge; l.cr lacking in her 
sister Presidency towns. caunv..-: c!;;;!!! to be 

the earliest possession of the English in India ; and 
she has inherited none of the tradition.^ that linger 
around the audience (hambers of the Great Mogul. 
Delhi with her Imperial memories, Agra with her 
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majestic monuments and past associations to which 
our city set among marshes — urbs inter paludc,^ — of 
old Job Charnock can never aspire. But for a 
century and-a-half she was the central seat of . the 
Ibhi'ii, ( io\>'ri!ua-u: id Tiid';-. There is everything in 
( ;o !\'!:iii!{i he!' l iiixeus and to impress upon 

the strangers within her gates that she is not only 
the second city of the British Empire, as the Ih'ince 
of Wales described her, but also the first capital 
of the British liaj in India — Wellesley’s stately 
Government House, the statues of the past Governoi*- 
Geuerals, upon her wide expanse of the emerald- 
green maidan, the snow-wdiite fabric of tine Victoria 
Memorial Hall, the massive block of (lovcrmneMt 
ofEces, the long area of thriving shops upon 
Ohbwringhee, the rows of ^va^clu)us(‘s and! of 
jetties and docks, the river with its multitudes of 
steamships, the hum and bustle of flic restless 
mercantile quarter with its magnificent buildings, 
the large European colony whose counterpart 
whether in numbers or influence will bo sought in 
vain at new Delhi or in the othci- Bri; ^ideury towns, 
the palaces of wealthy Tndiaii Jiobi.-t.ioii, (b.c signs 
upon every hand of opulence and prosperity and 
ceaseless activity. The very names of the streets 
having their own ad^•entnro to tell. Imperfections 
she possesses, but nothing can deprive her of the 
vague and tantalissing charm with which vshe 
vanquishes her critics. 

In these pages Major Suhi-awardy has .assem- 
bled very many sources of available infonualion with 
regard to the past history of Oalciitta and b.as nof la-en 
afraid to project a glance into the future, ^^'halever 
may be in store for Galcutia, we may be sure that 
she will always prove worthy of the motto wlucli is 
subscribed l)ciow the anas of the city-~~/‘cf ardmi 
siahilis esto. 

H. E. A. COTTON. 

Calcutta ; 

28th November , 1928^ 
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CHAPTER I. 


CALCUTTA. 

[Part I.] 

. The History of its Origin and Development. 

When the Europeans first started commercial 
relations in Bengal, Satgaon and Hooglily wore the 
chief ports. With the decline of Satgaon due tO' 
the river sliifting its course the port of Plooglily rose 
to great eminence under the Portuguese and the 
Dutcli merchants, and the river Bhagirntlu, the chief 
hraiu.'h of the Ganges, came to be called the river 
Hooghly after tin- important town on its west bank. 

The ButvP :i factory at Chinsurah in 

Iv.'o, i-nn 'ii;' English factory_ was 
Hooghly. completed in 1658. higher up the river 
on the oj)])Osite side at .1\nssim Bazar 
nr:!" lT;ri-=^l'idahr;:l. the ilu i; ca])ital of Bengal. Tlie', 
i>-is al-.avs i<ec>' ihe great commercial wntcr- 
i; o" I k''::-;-.! all'! as a i:')iisequence of the impetus 
ca.ii.sed by the diversion of the trade of Sgtgaon 
from other channels into its chief offshoot, the 
Hooghly river, villages sprang up rapidly on 
either side, inspite of the unhealthiness and 
the marshy nature of the surrounding country 
whicli Vv-:is thickly covered with forest and jungle, 
the home of wild beasts and reptiles, and pestilential 
fevers. Sutanuti, G-obindapur and Kalikhetra was 
a gi’ouf) of tliree such little villages and the story of 
how they served as v,lie nucleus of our great city of 
Calcul i a is most interesting. Job Charnock, the 
founder of Calcutta, was senior Agent of the East 
India- Company and seems to have deliberately 
selected the. villages as the mid-day halting' 
place of the English merchants on their journey up 
the river. , 
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The story of a convenient mid-day halting placo 
must have been invented as a blind for 
■me Mid-day the I)onofit of the Moghul anthorities. 

The vessels of the European merchants 
on their way up tlie river as a matter 
of fact used to halt at Bator on the opposite bank, 
near Sibpiir in Howrah, and there was no special 
reason for ebanrloning it. The <duef cause which 
must have inlincnced ("irn-coi-b in selecting this site 
irpponrs rcnlly to have been its commercial and 
siraicgic ad’.v-ni.-jgi's as the future headquarters of 
Bniisli PTide ioai influence in Bengal and not its 
•convenience as a half-way halting place for rest and 
refreshment. 

The English came to Bengal abo\it the middle of 
the 17th century as traders, but soon bec.ame 
ronT^r,'^"' r^h- mrl ’'v the time of Job Charnock, 

I i.'d ■ ’ ■••• " : t protect themselves and 

•'< -ji- < . • . by the I’mve of their own 

rig: ! : 'I"-.* .• <•.•• : . aeofiil mercliants begging 

favours at the hands of the hfoghnl Governor liad 
disappeared and the idea of being on a footing of 
•equality with the effptc govermncnt of the. Nawab 
had already gained ground an.d w«‘ find that the claim 
for building a fort and for coining their own money 
had been boldly put forward. 

The site selected by Charnock to found a British 
settlement suitable as the future hend- 
quarters of British trade in Bengal was 
<01 the^Sltef chosen, because the llooghlv rivor 
tapped most of the rich tracts of the 
'Gangetic Valley, and the place was situated at the 
highest point to which the river was navigable by 
large sea-going vessels, the site had thus a distinct 
advantage over both Hooghly and Chandamagar. 
In, addition to this being nearer the sea, it could 
provide greater facilities for sea-borne trade and for 
withdrawal into safety in case of a reverse of fortune, 
a contingency which some years later was actually 
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availed of after the captiire of the town and fort of 
Calcutta by Nawab Hir.ji-iirl-Dowla. Furthormore- 
there were no reii’jic'.ory -.incl iuiripiiiiig factions like 
the Dutch, the .Poniigi’.oso aiul I ho Drench to- 
contend with, neither were there the Faujdar or the- 
military jind his troops 

with -ii ■; V| ■; =■■ ■ !!'■■ little to do as- 

possible so as to avoid the possibilities of frictioii. 
The site had also the additional advantage of being 
near enough the other European settlements to keep 
the English prompth- i nfornied of what was going on 
there. Provisions too were plentiful and evld onsily 
be obtained from the llourisld.ng i i.lir 

weekly uinrket-fdaces in the villages. The villages- 
themselves and the adjacent country to the north, 
east and south, were owned by Hindus, from 
whom land could be obtained on easier terms, 
than from the Muhammadans who were more- 
prosperous and the then ruling power. The river 
itself served as a great barrier against invasions from 
the west and also provided a mosr on’oetivo mean.s of 
prr.to.'“t’'''r t^c rrm" c* c'^irmirg. The place 

V.; -, , dk:*.- :l; ■ {m; P c .:nd north on- 

actcoimt of the salt lakes, morasses, rivers and creeks. 
On the south it was [protected by a mud fort near 
Garden Beach and Baigarh opposite Makwa Tana 
where the river was narrowest. 


(The name Matiabriij is derived from tbe exist.oncc of this 
mud fr.rt. Matin in U^dn moans mndn of rnnd rind .Rvuj is an 
Urdu v.nrci derived '• P ■ C a ‘.ivo" o' n, forfress 

Garden i'h iic;! is i y Ir!iiv:-;.{. ■'■.r .ii.! 

iron ciiiiin om tended f-mr! shore t(» sisore bel.ween the fortress 
of Ma! iahruj and thai ('f ■Mrr.vl.za Tana, and used to be pulled 
up to ‘iorve as a barrio- !n.£r:;n.<i invasion.s by marauding paarties 
from the sea-coast.) 


A short note about these three riparian villages 
may not be out of place liere. Sutaimti 
ae piree was the most prosperous of the tliree 
Village?. villages on which the modern City of 
Pn, laces stands. It was a cotton mart 

largely visited by European merchants and traders 


dealing in cot Ion bnlo?. The name seems to he 
derived fron; SniM (i:ive::i:i! :i!in l.iiti (Bengali for 
bnrulie or ii !\nnk). 'i'l'O vord Bmi is pronormred as 
Xiiii by o'.p.ny ’deng.-Ioo.-: :\s ]':-ovinci;;:i ! i 'vas 
jo ihe mavlo; !-|>i:!:v: t>r nns hii-y. eol-en or. lied 
Sninniiii rLn. ilvii Toi> Ci-rivnocl'L vJiiio .-I '.icii on a 
diviVii uPiier ;* gn':!i ju:v;p:.i nvo his 

bookiii) .ii’. ivi;o otioni:;; iV:.«hi-.ti!. o'. l!--; I '.n: fd 
foioiiiiiig a 1 M’ii ir-ji soi ; !i':i-o"i r'a'i'o. T!i;:>spi.! in iln- 
iMiii’koi- plane ^.vas oailod . V'a- lialian 

name for a piiriour, — iicexahy it mcaii;-; u siiimg place. 
It was the Bengal Club as well as the Chamber of 
Commerce for the British merchants of tliat time and 
sewed as a rendezvous from which tlicw dispersed 
with goods for their different factories and sallied 
forth for their itinery into the country, in groups 
with-ii'.r- (Ir.i'l'.lo pv!!-p-.',.-:r of nrovidimr company to each 
other, :iivl also of proiecCng C oiiisclvo.- (:■■)'!! aiiaciv.- 
by robbers, ’.vi’d 'noasjs mu'! .snake.';. Ti'.- Itiimkkbma.i 

.'itu.nlcd near ilie provnt iorroinrs station of tin* 
Ihi.-deni ilcnga.i .Ma.iivaaix . kiu:'\:i ji.-; the Scaldah 
station. Cl'm-ncck'.' piH'V;';! ire,' --.ood near the 
junction of l.hnoir -n ao'd 'Cower Circular 
Boad. Tlic.’V h a marko!- w'iicii .<itrvives to the 
present day and is still known as the Biutakkhana 
Bazar. There is however no tmeo this historical 
tree. This old iaiidin.ark was IVi'eii in IBdO, to mako 
room for the new road (part of Tjower Circular Uoadi, 
then under construction. Alt.liongh as a result of an 
appeal Lord T-Tastings intcrvejiod on ils behalf, it was 
too late, for the tree had already been <nil down. 

(Sealdali in tliosc clays was a thinly pfifiulatcd Bfality .and 
the* dense jnnglo near by was a veritable jiickal'K den, hence 
the name Realdah from a corruption of a P('r.sian word 
Shcghalde.h winch means a jackal village. Shnj/inl nufans 
jackal, Deh means a village.) 

To the south of Sutanuti, on the site on wbic'h 
Fort William is now situated, was the village of 
Oohindapur. It is said that four families of Baaaks 
(weavers) and Setts (money-lenders) cleared the 
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Jungle and erected houses there. T^ioy ofitnbh'd'rd 
a hat and a shrine to their patron vi-.-iiy “ \ 
who is also called Gobindji; hence the nariie 
■Gobindapur. Thc; wo-l-hiujv: i'. Ho'id firnil.'. ot Ciiicutta t 
were iilso iimong iisi' omcK si.Mi;ir< of i!'!> phicc as 
were also the presenii Muiiick family or (jhorebagan. 

To the south of the first two villages, but extend- 
ing a little more inland, lay another village of less 
importnneo commercially hut of more interest from 
ihe ivjigio’.i-; point of view of the Hindus, ' , 

In a lonely part of this village on the banks of 
Adi Ganga. or ‘the original Ganges (modern Tolly’s 
Nulla), was situated a very old Tcm])lc doilicaled to 
the dreaded goddess Kali to whom human 
sacrifices were olfeivd. K :(■} -I:!:,' ! rit was the name 
of the surrounding iuc.. iy\ ;:r<' ir is said to liuve 
derived its sanctity and iis nann- in in the fact that 
a piece of the toe of Sati, otherwise known as Kali, 
the wife of Shiva, had dropped on the site of the 
temple. Kali is also called Bhawani and hericn ihe 
adjacent village is known as Bhawaaijnir afiv'i- lu'i-. 

Either throngh -ii|Visiihon or in o:’eer lo p'-eu.-e 
the local Hindus dir- .I’.nrojiean luerchams used to 
propitiate liu' In. large offerings prior to 

urulertakh-g iiiuiorhml imterprises. As the land 
route,—- a '■.-iii.-'.rv piigrim path extending along the 
jungle — wa-- imsafe. ii|ipro.ic!.(;i! lie lemi.le hy 
the river, alighting at the gind or landing-siage r-aiied 
Kaligliat which meant I'iie -aiiding-^iiigo of ihe 
temple of Kali. 

It is very probable that ghat was transliterated 
in .English as ghata just as the Europeans write Earn 
as Kama, Navadwip as Navadwipa. ’ Thus Kali ghat 
became Kali ghata, and its transition thence to 
Kali-katu, ami r-nlcntta is en.sy to follow. Similarly 
}>aliagha:l wliich niv'ans a sandy ghat has now'' become 
Bella ghatta by the same process. It is also possible 
that Kali-klietra^ came to be pronounced as 
Kali Kheta, Kalikata, and finally Calcutta: 
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Xir/v.-nv this, village and the area known aS' 
Kfiiikl'.cVa-ii i)y its growth and expansion cventn ally 
iiu' iu'-ic:hbo7irine' villages of Gobindapiir 
and Sutanuti wiiic!'* nc-ne ihas i'orgotten and Calcutta 
alone remained known, and became world-f anions. 

Job Charnook, the founder of Calcutta, first 
came to Bengal in 1682, and was 
Job employed at Kassim BaKar and also 

Oharnocli. worked at Hooghly, Sutanuti, Uluberia 
and Hidjli. Charnock was associated with air 
expedition against the Nawab’s men in which he 
was defeated and had to retreat to Fort St. George in 
Madras in. 1689. He was sborily aft.'rwnrds 
superseded by Caiiraiu TTeath. Ciuirnock rcniaiiarl in 
M.adra'^ (ill duly, and .ulc- p:itching up a reapproach- 
rnent v. irh tiic N’awai) again .sailed for Bengal, being, 
re-appointed as the Senior Agent of the East India. 
Company. On August 24th 1690, Job Charnock 
1 ’ ,1 ; ■ rt n^ace now known as the 

e ‘ ..‘‘-i. . • N\‘- “ burning gbat ” and; 

: .‘■a:c(i •, Capital of the British 

Empire in India. The great unin.j.U-" diil not survive 
this event long. On January f'..kh i69d. Charnock 
died and was intenvd in the burhil ground on which 
now stands St. John's Church, the old Cathedral of 
Calcutta. It was tlien an open and dreary place 
.^uiT.rnidc'd by a ditch and was the haunt of wild boars 
and jiickals. {'hariiock’.® marriage was romantic, 
i! i.< .said ihni durir-g one of his rughlly sojourns by 
the river bank near the Mriiisli fachn-y at Titagarh 
he icsc.iicd .1 beautifal TTimlii widow iVou’ Ih.e flames 
of I he fuiior;!] pyn' of h.cr hu.-ibi'nd. Thie young 
woman whom he so dramatically saved from the cruel 
rites of tlio Sati was united 'in marriage to him. 
Children w'ore l>orn of this wedlock and after some 
.yeans of happy married life she predeceased him. 
Charnock never married again and in loving memory 
of his wife always observed the anniversary day of 
her dealli and. offered .=:acnfices by cutting off' the* 
he.jid o'- !i code ai Iior tomb “ in the heathen fashionv 
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inspite of the opposition of the priests. ’ ’ According 
to his own wish his last resting-place is beside that of 
his dearly beloved wife and the mausoleum over his 
grave was built in 1694 by his son-in-law Sir Charles 
Eyre, the first President of Port William. 

Eeligious non-interference was the usual rule 
observed by E:. s v.-.r.-r-.i to their Indian 
wives. The*v r-.a :.c i‘<: .1 . i'-' . Charnock’s wife 

was allowed to retain her original religion after her 
marriage with him. She being a Hindu it is difficult 
tr rxrV.ir- wh" she was buried and not cremated, and 
V. ! i.'.b ■:',i considered unclean by Hindus was 
sacrificed at her tomb? The explanation may be that 
many Plindus who lo •• i’' v r:.d' ■- ^!•^•ct with 

non-Hindus become iv.-.h';"- !•; , a ■ : »!,. th pe 

buried instead of being ‘ 'i'' ,■ < • " spirit 

which is supposed in some instances to get hold of 
the body after death is {propitiated by animal sacrifice. 
The Hindus wh.o ttdvised Charnock to adopt the 
aforesaid method of commemorating the anniversary 
of his wife’s dealli must, liave satisfied theni.«elv(;s 
that she had become a, blioo!. or evil .s})irir on account 
of her having ’’o*! ! er ca-'.e duo l:o her marriage willi 
a European .■’.••vl !(' rhemtselvo-: from fl.\is 

"ghost” an-:fgel IV.r pvojiltiiirion hy flu' 

sacrifice of a cock, which is reputed to he. highly 
relished by evil spirits and ghosts. 

Charnock had two daughters. Ma..rv, the elder, 
was married to Sir Cha-Tlcs I\vre and died shorily 
after he became the President of Port ^\■i(^ii.^r.^. She. 
lies buried in the rnatisoleum by the side of her 
parents. The younger daughter Catherine married 
one Jonathan White. She also died at Calcutta in 
1700 and was buried in St. John’s churchyard, Ho 
trace of her grave can bo found. 

Doubts have been thrown on Charnock’s having 
married an Indian woman and of her being the 
mother of his daughters Mary and Catherine. In 
support of this Col. Yule states that a European in 
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diivs eoold not have dared to abdnct a Salt 
widow front tlie pyre. This is p''wrnr+. 

Europeans were less conventional ii : y ■ 
they are now% and the Chief of the ■■■■ 

Titagarh could do much more than rescue a Hindu 
female I'rom the cruel rites of Sati and then give tlie 
n home and the legal status of 
!!■ v. i ‘c. T'lc rc- i-. .’to pro.:)i‘ i.-j rebut the weight of the 
evidence of tradition handed down from both Indian 
and European sources. ''.Plie fact of Bir Charles 
Eyre buryiug his wife in the mausoleum which he 
had hnilt'ovcr the grave of the “ Old Agent ” who 
Wits 1)11 ried alongside of his Indian wife lends colour 
to Llio •theory that Lady Eyr<‘s wtis Charnoetk’s 
daughter by this Indian Ittdy. 

Prom a corn'spoitdeiuv, discovered by Col. Yule 
■hiinself, in the British Mjisetim Tjihntry, between 
Alary Eyre and Calherine (.'harnock, and Lady 
AVi n't worth, wife of Sir Henry lolinson, M.P., it 
seems flail, Tmlia was their land of birth. 

Lady Johnson, while sending them a present 
writes ; — 

“ Could think of nothing ells to send 
believing yt in your plrasunt coinitry 
nothing can be a rarity but wt came, from 
itt.” 

The history of the development of the great city 
n Calcutta from three obscure ami 

Calcutta. ^p.i],crdthy villages in the marshy 
surroundings of the (laugetic delta from thatched 
liuts and. Thud houses called mulkothas to the City 
of .f?a laces and the London of the. East, not only 
reflects glory on the nation whose skill and 
enterprise have worked out. this wonderful e.vohdion 
but is also a demonstration of the triumph of 
sanitary science and engineering sldll over dirt and 
disease for which eld Calcutta was notorious. 

The greatness of modern Calcutta is undoubted. 
There is hardly any place east of which can vie 


•with it. Calcutta became the rapitnl of tlie 
great British Indian Empire, si.nd ir\ spite of the 
transference of the seat of government to Delhi in 
the words the the King-Emperor : " It still continues 
to be the premier city of Tndin.'’ It is cei’isiin'^ ili-- 
largest in si/e and in in Luliii and is lurNi oe.iy 

10 l.ondon in tn.e British Empire. It f^ossi sse.'- Hie 
giviiles; l!isin:-ii-i!l n.-.-'iciaiions for i^ie Ih'iii-h aiui 
has the characu'i'i-lics n\ ii Eiiropean lown and 
affords more of I’l-e iniK'iiiiies o: urban life iliiin any 
other city in India. Its trade is greater than that of 
Bombay and Madras xmt together and its population 
at the census of 1921 was 1,827,547, which exceeds 
that of Bombay which comes next by nearly 72,862. 
The foreign trade in the port in the year preceding 
the great European War of 1914 n-moTi-nt.pd 
65 ci’ores of rupees and exports : • ... 

One cannot however refrain from remarking that 
even inspite of the activities of the “ Improvement 
Trust ” there is in modern Calcutta, a confiisiou of 
very superb and very lowly Louses. Dead walls, 
huts, V. iifC'lKXiscs and godouns built without any 
idea of symmetry in the midst of fine ]Hicca buildings, 
jar one’s sense of the beautiful and the sublime. 
The si^cudid river front could also ho immonsely 
imirrovcd by substituting ilu- ugly wi;r.'.'i!onsos liy a 
grassy bund and promenade, a.- a grecu’i fore-siiore 
to the Strand Road with iis mnguiliee.nt buildings as. 
the background. 

Although I have given h~ detail my reasons for 
not accepting ilie ancient tboory that the site of 
Calcutta was chosen by chance, us a- mid-day halt of 
Charnock, 1 cannot help quoting from Rudyard 
Kipling’s ditties, the foMowing rnosi ajiproiuhite 
description of this city : — ■ 

“ Thus the mid-daj* halt of Charnock more’s the pity 

■ Grew a city ' . 

As the fnngus sprouts' chaotic from it.s bed 
So it spread 
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Chance directed, chance erected, laid and built, 

On the silt 

Palace, myre, hovel, poverty and pride, 

Side by side, 

And above the packed and pestilential town, 

Death l-.'ioxisi dov.;:." 

It must be admitted that the climate of Calcutta 
is still considered by up-country people as rather 
enervating and its fog in the winter months and its 
humidity in the summer are certainly annoying. 

Modern Calcutta nevertheless is perhaps the 
healthiest and cleanest town for its size in I'ucija', and 
cannot bo. i-alloil postilontial. The triumph.s of 
sanitary (‘uoineoriiig seiculilic rown-phnuiing, 
providing etiioieni; drainage and good waior supply 
have eradicated diseases like cholei-a, dysentery, 
diarrhron. n-alariou.s and enteric f'ovors which 
were i!so .■< 1 : 011 . '-go ol‘ old Calcutta and they are no 
longer ciuh'mic in Hi is town. 

After the death of Charnock the settlement 
The Old founded by him continued to progress 
Port. and develop. A local rebellion was 

utilised as an excuse for the con- 
struction of a fort in 1693 the need for which had 
been felt for many years, in order to safeguard the 
commercial and industrial interests of the Company. 
.This was the old fort which occupied the site now 
bounded by the East Indian Railway House ii\ Fairlie 
Place on the north, and the General I’ost Office and 
TCoila Ghat Street on the south. The river which 
in those days flowed where nov? the Strand Road 
nm-; western, and Dalhousie Square with 

■;*: w eastern, limits. 

The defences of «he settlement were further 
strengthened by means of big entrenchments on its 
outside limits when the Mahratta raiders in 1742* 
attneked Bengal and appeared on the opposite bank of 
Hie river and captured the fort of Makwa Tana 
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-opDosite G-arden Eeach. The entrenchment was 
•called the “ Mahratta Ditch ” and followed the 
course of the modern Lower Circular Eoad. 

The prosperity of Calcutta continued unabated 
till it was captured by Siraj-ud-Dowla 
Jerai^ud?^ 1756. The defences had been 

Dowla. ' neglected on account of the grow- 
ing -.--'-p and the guns of the 

fort and of the " : got masked by the 

surrounding buildings which were allowed to 
be constructed without any consideration of 
possible military ^oou'rr'".rrt=. The English had 
no+ .. .-'■. •i the Nawab began 

’.'7 swiit mar cues arrived in front of 
the very gates of Calcutta. T^e pre^e'^ce of 
army caused the greatest ( j(.' ■ ■ 'lo'- 

Drake and many olher ofoc:.!'- i '•.: '.■■M.v n ■( 

the ships which weighed ..nc oi- •■..<! >((:!i i!:- ■: oed 
•down the river and thence withdrew to Madras- 
The garrison was left to its fate, b\it put up a 
stubborn defence under the leadership of a gallant 
Irishman named John Zephania Elolwell till it was 
driven to surrender. He and his companion.s num- 
bering 146 men and AvoTnen were according to 
tradition confined for the night in the prison of the 
fort, a small room measuring 18 by 14 feet. 
Ventilation was provided in this room by means 
oT only liwo sina il gra. tc-d windows. The 
closely packed 
cfowd ondnred icrrible sufferings and 
whe-n I he luoriiing came and the door was ppeiied only 
2d were loiirid iilive. This is known as the BlacK 
Hole Tragedy. (For full details, vide descriptive 
notes, pages 64 — 67.) 

Calcutta was recaptured by Clive and Admiral 
Watson early in 1757. The prosperous Muham- 
madan town of Hooghly was bombarded in retalia- 
tion, and the sufferings of the victims of the Black 
Hole was avenged. The Battle of Plassey was fought 
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and Nawab Sir.-i j-!id-T)ov.-li»’> army rloSr-i-tccl and 
dispersed. lb* v-:;s di-niisoi; .-niii' h:s vloinninrider-i:; • 
Chief, and P;iy-\iasie:--(:annr::i. ^fi^ M uhamnanl 
daifar Ali Khan who had helped \\\c Ih-ii'.s:! an i 
entered into a secret treaty v. iii; (''livi’. was put on 
tlie Mu.wad of Bengal by the English. Biraj-nd- 
Dowla fled from Miirshidnbad, but was cajitnred in 
the hills of Bajinahal and brought as a cajflive tn 
Murshidabad where, Bade(i Ali Khan, commonly 
known as Miran, the eldest son of Mir JalTar, had 
liiin put to deatli. 

The Company were given adecpiate indemnity 
Tjie by tile Nawain Heavy compensation 

Company's was also jriid to the na’i-.-i'.ar.is bv the 

-un;h., V 

money received irom '.. c w;:.'.- 

utilised by Clive to build a new fort. The inhabitants 
of C'.jbirennii!' were removed and the jungles cleared 
and I ' e :'ui,i ■i.-riens the present Fort w. iV' 

laid. Tile e'ea'-ing the. jungle round C'.e gb-.eis !'■’ 
tlie fort by Clive led to the formation of the famous 
Maidaii., an open space, of wliich Calcutta is justly 
proud. Tlie fort was finished in 177H. aud since tlien 
the town of Calcutta has gone on e.xpunding and 
nourishing miinteiTupiedly. 

It is I'cmarkablc bow the power of organisation 
and the spirit of enterju’isc of a- liandful of British 
factors steadily augim'iitcd the jirosligc and power of 
tlie lHa.st India Com])aiiT, to .such an extent that 
■within one short century titev were in a position to 
dictate terms to the Xawab Ahizims of Bengal, who 
luinccforth became ilieir nominee. 

In 171)0, Clive o])tained from Bliah Alain 11, 
Mnif)ero]’ of Delhi, a Firynan making over to the East 
India Comjianv the Dcirtuii ( Hevcmiu' Administra- 
tion) of the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 
At tlio same time the Company al.so look upon itself 
Cse military defence of the country. Thus ^vithin a 
short lime afler the Battle of Piassey the British 
became the c//; /acfo rulem of the country, while the 
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^;c,v^rr^ f'.-r- do? o'mdants of Mir Jaffar 

-< ■ i' ■■ mere figureheads in 

Nizdmat of Bengal. 

■ ‘omous capital of the Nawabs of 
Bengal, gradually fell into decay, ."I C 
hopdeunrtors British trade and ir ,■ ■■■ . lo 
iiiid became the seat or ihe G-overnors- 
General of the British Company who ruled over 
Bengal and the adjoining provinces. 

The Company organised a large and well- 
disciplined army recruited from the martial races of. 
India, but trained and led by British Officers. 
Favoured by intoroommnnrd feuds and the disorder 
and unrest ibi'oving iiie dismemberment of the 
Moghul Empire, they extcnd(;d their swny by degrees 
to other parts of Indii\. “ ■. ■ 

jai rose above the din of I ■ 

field in t^c country and revf"^"'^" **'■'' n'-m.-r'-! 
of i!;e Ni'rgifis to the heigl ;- <'■(! 

from the sea-shore by the ; • . . • ( « i-i ■ 1 0 ■ 

of Assam, and the voice of the Covernor-GGnoral at 
Calcutta became paramount in Indian politics. 

In 1857, a hundred years after the Battle, of 
Plassey the Sepoy Mutiny broke out 
and spread like wildfire throughout the 
Crown. length and breadth of the country 

and very nearly subverted British 
supremacy in India. .After Jhi.s grcrr.t crisis i!u' rulj^ 
of the Ea-: lu-iia Company was terminated by a- 
Tloyal Pi'oeia.iiiaiion of Tier Aliiiesty Qucaui 'Victoria 
on Lst 'Xovernber .1858, and India came dtfbctly under 
the British Crown. 

It proclaimed the principle of justice and religious 
toleration and granted a general amnesty to all 
niiitinecrs. exeex)t those who had directly taken part 
in murders. 

* Mpans “ Victory to tlie valiant and the great Company.'*' 
Tt was the luirrah of the Company’s Indian troops called Sepoys 
by the Europeans. Sepoy is a corruption of the Persian word 
Sepahi, meaning a soldier. 
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The Proclamation said — 

“ Our subjects of whatever race or creed be freely aud 
ampartiallv admitted to offices in our service, the duties of which 
iihey may “be qualified by their cdu(;ai.ioTi. ability and integrity, 
•duly to discharge.” 

The Act of Parliament for the better government 
•of India laid down that India should be governed by 
the sovereign of England through ft Seeretary of 
State assisted by a council of raeinbers and bestowed 
*on the Governor-General of India the title of Viceroy. 
The last Governor-General, Lord Canning, became 
the first Viceroy of India and Calcutta became the 
■capital of the British Indian Empire. 

A closer associntion liohveen Engiisli sovereigns 
:and India was m. 1877 during the 

Viceroyalty of Lord Lytton. This gifted stiitosman 
■captured the imagination of the people of this 
country by inaugurating a most gorgeous 
BraSr. magnificent Lurliar at the old capital 
of the Great Moghuls. At this the first 
“ Delhi Durbar,'’ resplendent with all the pomp and 
power of Koyalty, and surrounded by the Princes 
and People of India, the Viceroy proclaimed the 
assumption of the title of “ Empress of India *’ by 
Her late Majesty Queen Victoria. 

[Part II.] 

Physical Geography. 

Climate, Drainage and Water Supply. 

Calcuttfl^ is situated in latitude 28° 28' 47^ N. 
and longitude 880° 28' 84'' E. It is very flat and 
is only 10 to 19 feet above the sea-level and 801 miles 
from the sea. It is subject to violent cyclones and 
hurricanes which sweep in from the Bay of Bengal 
and cause gTeat destruction to tlie shi]>ping on the 
river and to the trees and liouses on sliore. 'Pliey 
are generally associated witli the comrneneement and 
the end of the south-west mon.soon. Calentta is also 
liable to sliocks of destructive esirtliquakes. 
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It is adm^++“I 'v r*fre° ■‘■b‘=' "^/hole of 

lower Bengal ’■ ■■• ' i''"'. ::ii:vv v. ‘ ( i' I v >v ."e-i-ions 

due to earthqu -’'- -v' ■■ "e".‘!T(i(i to- 

by tilt' e:n-ly Hindu writers as “ Samatata ” whicb. 
literally means level of the sea, and that the country- 
has since gradually risen by a process of alluvial 
deposits forming a comparative highland fit for- 
human haliitation ; hence a rich silt is found in the- 
soil of Calcutla and the adjacent country. 

Prom December 1835 down to April 1840, a 
series of boring operations were conducted under the- 
superintendence of a committee of naturalists. The- 
hole bored in Port William to a depth of 460 feet 
below the mean sea-level trr.t B',"' s-ii'' consists 

of alternate layers of clay iV ■:! • '.r'!: U) !:!>(»:. t 40 feet 
below the surface beyond which is quicksand. There 
are also peat beds at 30 to 35 feet and again at 382 to* 
395 feet, and fine sand and pebbles like those of the- 
sea-shore at a depth of 170 to 180 feet and at 320 to- 
325 feet, as well as gneissic rocks. 

.l)i tidug operations in connection with the 
roimJaiioii of buildings and excavations of deep tarL!c:.s. 
have not onh shown tb.e characteristic of the .soil' 
de.scribed above, but stumps of Sundri trees have on 
occasions been found standing upright embedded at 
short intervals. Those prove that the country must 
have been ai no groai disraiu-e of lime in the .same- 
condition as ih.c- Sunderbarids are at present, the- 
snbsidenee of land having i:iken place as tlie result of 
oarthonakc's. and r(',|-OiiTed dopo.sits- of silt in a tidal 
swain.p lias r(>-sihod in gradual rctlamation in* 
s'.iiiM'oiion; years. 

Calcutta has got an essentially tropical climate. 
The temperature varies considerably, the extreme- 
absolute range exceeds 53®, the maximum being' 
106® and the minimum 52.7®. The most unhealthy 
time arc the months after the end of the rains and 
the Tnost enjoyable are the winter months. Calcutta 
has three seasons ; from November to the end of 
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Februajry is the cold season, the hot months art* 
from March till the second week of June, when the 
rains breajfe ; the wet season continues till September 
or the Ijc-.ninirlr.,!' of autumn. The coldest time of 
•the year I' na 'v..-i week of December, and May is 
tlu'- 'hottest month. Those who can afford it, 
migciito If) tlie hills during’ the hot months aJid again 
in September alter the rains. 

The Immidity of Calcutta is very high. The 
average rainfall is about 66.04 inches. The greatest 
rainfall occurs in August and the least in December. 
'The average atmovspliv'M’ic pressure in Calcutta 19 feet 
above the sea-h'vel is 'i'),79d inches. It attains the 
higho.st point i" ,TrTw,>.. u ;£5 3(3,Q.j.]| inches 

and its great es. ' ''i 'June and July 

wilii '29;“);“)! iuclies. The ijaromc'.er ri-'.’s ai-.ii rail!" 
.twice during the 24 hours wiC: oicick-liio,' ■■I’L-iiis-ity. 
The, late Dather Lafont of the St. Xavier’s College 
stated that from about 4 .v.i\i. the raercirry rises 
slowly and steadily til) about 9-30 a.m., then it begins 
to sink bade in llie Inbe (ill 4 to 5 P.M. Thus we 
have two maxima and two minima o(,*eurring very 
nearly at the corresponding hours of day and night. 

Droni the earliest time the ii’isanitary f:ondiiIon 
of the town attracted the notice of the authorities. 
Tlie drains were merely irregular furrows in the soil 
left in a most filthy and uurlenned state and emitting 
the most olTensive effluvia. The bottom of the 
drains were several feet below their aujiposi'd oiilleis. 
and the deposit of the putrid black and ferment ing 
filth at thejhpttdm consisting chiefly of tlie eontt*ms 
of the mixed -with other organic matters in 

every stage of decomposition, gave off when distmli- 
ed, so disagreeable a stench that it was ([uestionahlo 
whether it was prudent “ to arouse its latent olTen- 
siveness.” In the Fever Ho.spitai (.'ommirtee 
Eeport, Dr. W. Graham states : — “ I had never found 
amidst this wilderness the green spot iu winch a 
philanthropic soul could repose and exclaim hie 
mriUasd' 
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A Muslim new-comer 

'describes in Persian verse the i ■ ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' . ' . -• 

Calcutta in the time of Sir -1. ■ ■ i- I?;':, 

1798)— 

drbl Jjr^ * j 

Translation. 

The water is brackish (shore), 

The soil is impregnated with saltpetre (shore), 

“ Shore ” is the Governor of Calcutta. 

Bingworm, diarrhoea, itches and dysfntery are amongst tlie 
presents a new-comer receives from Calcutta. 

(The word "shore” in Persian meav.s hrackish, biuTOT' 
.and also salt impregnated. The poet has mu do a o;: Liio 

word " shore ” which was the surname of li.e Gcvo'.-ii'..; -Go-.-; s! 
•of the time.) 

The first effort at good drainage was made by 
LoJ’d Wellesley in 180<3. Although Lord Dalhousie 
also tiled to improve it, nothing appears to have been 
done ti', wards the coru^tructiou of au efficient drainage 
system iirnii scliejno \Mi.s sanctioned in 

1867 I! lid look' -26 to eomi'lem at a cost of more 
than 96 lakhs of rupees. 'The main and branch 
sewers drained the area of the city bounded by 
Circular Road, tlie Mahratta Ditch and the river 
Hooghly. 

By gradual development and the expenditure of 
another 08 lakhs of ru|i;.o< t’-c iov. n \\;n^ suplilic-d 
with a complete system of covered (irai® and sov.-cj'- 
and ihii.s Calcu:ia ai last an efiieiein naier-bornc 
system for ilie di.^po.-al of ii.s sewage. 

Tn olden times Calciiitu doipended for ins u-al,:r- 
-supp/// on the river and on l)ig i:a!\ks ca.!k.Nl ■ ' Diglvis 
of which the most famons was the “ Ltil .Dighi ” in 
Dalhousie Square. There were many tanks 
reserved for drinking ])nrposes throughout the 
town. Wells were also requisitioned as a 
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source of supplying drinking water, but they 
were “ shallow ” as the subsoil water was 
'close to the surface and therefore their water was 
neither safe nor good. Much of the sickness and 
pestilential diseases from which the inhabitants of 
C;!lc,i:{!!i su^crod in its earlier days must have been 
uiK' i:o ivv^ water-supply, bad drainage and 
want of conservancy arrangements. Lord Balhousie 
was quick to recognise that one of the chief needs of 
Calcutta was the supply of good drinking water. 
As has already been mentioned he also con- 
sidered the need of introducing a proper 
system of sewerage and drainage. About the year 
1820 a system of open misod culverts vras constructed 
in a few of the princirril sirootr. iVoin which people 
would obtain water and wliicl! also served I'or feeding 
the larger tanks in the town when the level of water 
in them went down during the dry months. The 
water was pumped from ttie river into a settling tank 
from which it gravitated into tlie culvert. This 
method, of course, did not prevent contamination of 
the tanks from a polluted river or of the water while 
it was passing through the culverts. A, (advert of 
this type can be seen to the east of the Eden Gardens 
— the old settling tank is still in use in connection 
witii the supply of water to the adjaceut swimming 
bath. The first attempt to sup])ly filtered watcu* to 
?!;(' i(uv!i was conirncmaal iu 1867 and kxdc three years 
u) i-oinpicuv. \ supply of six million gallons of 
lilLered waiier per day at 15 gallons per head wms 
estimated jtpd the project cost 67 lakhs of rupees. 
W'ith th(.'. fflchision of the Southern Suburbs in the 
main area, arrangements were made for supplying 
‘20i million gallons per day. Up to March 1908," the 
filtered water undertaking cost Ks. 1,92,78,730. 
The rapid gi'owth of population rendered further 
extension necessary. The improved scheme provides 
for a supply of 40 million gallons of filteixul water per 
day. A pumping plant at Pulta now puts pressure 
on the mains to Calcutta ^^hrough which water 
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formerly flowed only by gravitation. There is also 
■a liirgi; rest'rvoir oi' i) million gallons capacity at 
Tiiiuil: inio wi'.icli iilionH! water is pumped. From 
here it gravitates throughout the town and the tank 
^I'So acts as a reserve if the pumps at Pulta fail. The 
watei;-sii])ply is obtained from the river Hooghly at 
Pulta \v'hi(di is about 17 miles above Calcutta. Here 
the water is put into settling tanks to al’low the 

matters held in sus{ . !’■. to go down 

and settle with the ; c ■ " quantity of 

alumino-ferric which helps the process of sedimenta- 
tion w]-ie-'i is very noco.~snry during the rains when 
the wall'!' gci.- muddy. these settling tanks 

the W!:'u'r i.- condiuricd slowly i.o sand filter-beds and 
after di; I'a-ioii ilows liy graviliiiion to collecting wells 
and is thence pumped through two cast-iron mains of 
about 4 feet diameter to the overhead reservoir at 
Tallah, the capacity of which is 9 miliion gallons. 

In order to meet the demand for the purpose 
of watering the roads and gardens, as well as for 
flushing the sewers iind v.-:\h;r--C! 0 .s('-ls. r, supply of 
unfiltered water wiis si Iso inti-oducod ruil the old 
pumping machinery utili.-c-d for this puipose. This 
gives a supply of i^O rr.dlliou g;i!!o!:.s [ter <i;:y. There 
are two complete distinct, .sysivms of muins for filter- 
ed and unfiltered water laid throughout the town. 

Area, Population, Sichicss and Mortality, 

The area of modcim Ca^cuttn. with it.s suburbs 
is 42 sq. miles with e. pcTiiiliition of : .3-27",547, of 
which 940,841 are llind\:.< iit'd ddo.OOd Muham- 
madans. Calcutta proper, excluding th^Piburbs, has 
an area of 32 sq. miles with a population of 907,851. 

In 1922, there were 19.1 births and 29.1 deaths 
per 1,000 of population, calculated on the census 
taken in 1921. The infant mortnhty is 287 for 
every 1,000 births. More than a fourili of rl'.e totui 
number of children born in Calcutta die before they 
are one year old, and ovo'- r. thir-d r.P the deaths occur 
during the first v-crl-: <■:' i!\. in my booklet 
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on "Child Welh'.tv ” T hnvr r^tomptod to point 
out that 90 per coiw. o! iriaor Mionaliiy is due to- 
causes which can Ix' . asiiy avoxU-d ^::ch as oremature 
births, debility, bM-l d:';;; i\\\d diriy aiui defective 
midwifery. All these causes can be prevented by 
the care of the’ expectant mother and the new-born 
infant; and I commend these facts for the serious 
consideration of my conntryinon as a most important 
factor from the point of view of nation -building. 

The mortality in Calcutta is highest in the 
month of April, and generally higher between Octo- 
l)er and April than in tin'- otlnn- period of the year. 
From the latter part of June to September, that is 
during the rainy season when the country is 
thoroughly flushed out, the mortality _ is lowest. 
Cholera and plague generally sliow their virulence 
during the months of March and April. Malaria 
is most prevalent during the months immediately 
following the rains, namely, from the end of Sep- 
tember to the beginning of December. This is the 
time w1ien l.ho malaria mosquitoes called Anophiles 
breed in slingnmil and dirty puddles and marshy 
ground. The importance of using mosquito nets in 
Calcutta as a pi’eventive measure against malarial 
fever, specially during these months, is apparent. 

Dysentery and Diarrhtea are most prevalent 
before the beginning and in the early part of the cold 
season. 


CHAPTER II. 

Arrival in Calcutta. 

Calcutta is approached by three distinct railway 
svstcms and also by the river. The East Indian 
Railway and the Dengal-Nagpnr Railway terminate- 
at the TTowrah station, which is situated in the 
trans-Hooghly suburb of Calcutta on the west bank 
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of the river, and connected with Calcutta by a 
pontoon bridge. The Eastern Bengal Eailway ends, 
at the Sealdah station, in the city itself and is 
sitiiato.d near the famous BaitJiakkhana associated 
witii CJiarnock. 

Sea-going vessels, inland steamers and river- 
crafts of every description bring passengers into 
Calcutta and land them on the various jetties and 
ghats on the east bank of the river Hooghly. 

At the different railway stations and landing 
stages, porters called coolies and conveyances are 
always available. The drivers of taxi-cabs and 
phaetons, rickshaws and the box-shaped “ Bund 
G-haris ” and bullock-carts for heavy luggage, coolies 
and hotel agents, all bustling and 
capture the stranger, must present a • i- , 

to the new-comer to this London of the East, 

It will be useful for the new arrivals from 
Europe and America to know that the official 
business hours in Calcutta are between 10-30 A.M.. 
and 4-30 p.m. It is no use attempting to have an 
interview with any one in oflice before 11 a.m. The' 
railway workshops and industrial' undertakings,, 
iio'/.-"'. r'K. bi\L.i'i work early in the morning at about 
7 L'i-.n-oih; has a local time of its own whieli is- 

24 minutes in advance of the standard time, the 
Railway stations in Howrah and Sealdah and the 
sea-going vessels, however, rb~-rrr -^hr: t'rrr 

The principal hotels, S'.. • -.r. ti i 

the Great Eastern Hotel, tiie Spence's Hotel, the 
Continental Hotel are sirnatod n.ca r /ip-overnment 
Mon so, and the business quarters. ' 

Howrah Station. 

The Howrah station is a magnificent building 
with a clock tower, constructed by the East Indian 
Railway Company in the Byzantine style of 
architecture. It belongs jointly to the East Indian 
and the Bengal-Hagpnr Railway Companies. The- 
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waiting rooms 1‘or x^assengers of the upper classes and 
arrangement for meals are most u])-to-date and 
comfortable. Intermediate class passengers have 
separate arrangements. There is a large tliird class 
passengers’ waiting hall, and lavatories for men and 
women in the Indian style. Zenana waiting rooms 
are also provided for “ Purdah Nashin ” females. 
Indian refreshments of all kinds can be obtained 
from Hindu and Muhammadan vendors. The stalls 
ke^jt by them are under the supervision of a Pood 
Inspector, maintained by the Bailway Company. In 
the central hall opposite No. 9 platform on a raised 
eiiclosure is kept in view the first locomotive engine 
which carried passengers on the East Indian Bail- 
way in 1857.* 

At the back of the 1st class booking office towards 
the north end of the main hall is a mural War 
Memorial of pretty design with the names of the 
officers and men of the East Indian Bailway, who 
fell during the G-reat War of 1914-19. 

The East Indian Bailway is the pioneer railway 
in India. The first length of tlie line was opened 
on 36th August 1854. It now operates 2,77-2 miles- 
of broad gauge railway ( 5 ' — 6" gauge) and carries 
over 34 million passengers and 14 million tons of 
goods per annum. About 24,000 passengers arrive 
and leave Howrah station every day. 

T’u' Bimgal-Nngpnr Bnilway is a very progres- 
sive .inl nomisiiirig !iri(' jind has devriopod very much 
of recent years duo to the energy and enterprise of 
i:l'e j)!-o motors of the undertaking. It started as a 
jncire gauge railway in 1878 and now operates over 
■2,71') :niios including both broad and metre gauge 
lines. The first and 'e.'--;'-/! ch'.-^f 't- are very 

comfortable and pro-, i.i--! mo-- up-to-date 

fittings. 

■ Ir: o:<lci' -.o mr.kc !•{).■.»!; for ili<; !iov.- KsidsUrv isiirl Booking 
I’los Isa.'- t-eor! ro’f'ovod its i.Jc‘!obc:f 1923, atsd 

|)!sio.:(! in "'■(.ts; of :5:c ;:iiu* of onu-UTiCi; so Woi'U;liop> sit 

Lillouali. 
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Howrah Bridge. 

The Pontoon bridge across the river Hooghly 
connects Calcutta with Howrah. It was originally 
constructed as a tempo ’i c.-isuvc- and opened to* 
trafSto in October 1874; b::i il.c iiiii.'st.'on of a perman- 
ent bridge has not been secried even up to the present 
day. The last New Bridge Committee reported in 
1922 that, in view of the serious condition of the 
cxiTrtirig dor.iing Inidge and the grave consequences 
'A iueb v.:!i:id I'esii!!. from its ihiiiiro, no iirr)e sboiiid 
be lost in providing a new bridge over the river 
Hooghly and that the bridge should be built 
of the cantilever type. Sh Bradford Leslie, C.E., 
H.C.I.E., built tl. •' pivumt bridge: the structure 
is one of much (vigii-.cliry in its design. 

It consists of 14 nci!-- o-' v. l•<•ligi!i-i■v)n licntoons; the 
central portion is moveable and is removed a/; 
appointed times to allow s’dns {•,> jv-.ss along the river. 
Til. ’!■(■; !■; ;i hni'pnth 7 feet wide at either side of the 
bridge i,iim fi cy 60 feet wide in the centre for 
vehicular traffic. The bridge is 1,628 feet in length. 

At either end of the bridge, the visitor will 
notice in the morning, an immense concourse at 
the bathing ghats, which have been built by pious 
Hindus. A mixed crowd of men r.nd women will be 
seen taking their morning “ dip,’” ii- piviciicc which 
is considered a sacred duty. 


• CHAPTEE III. 

H. E. The Governor’s Residence and other Important 
State Buildings. 

Grovernment House. t 

The first Government House in Calcutta was 
situated within the old Fort William and was an* 
imposing building which elicited the praise of Captain 
Alexander Hamilton, who saw it in 1717 and” 
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to it- “ the best and most rej^ular piece 
, >■<■ ■' Seen in the East.” This house 

was discarded’ after the re-capture of Calcutta by 
Clive and Watson in 1757 and the President 
resided in the “ Company House ” on the 
river bank south of the old Port. In 1767 a new 
site was selected for the third Government House 
on tlie Esplanade at the south-west corner of 
Old Court House Street. The Council House stood 
next door. This Government House was called 
Buckingham House, but it was neither imposing 
nor cnpacious. Public functions were as a rule held 
in the Court House, which stood on the site of the 
present St. Andrew’s Church, or at the Play House 
which was in Clive Street, behind Writers’ 
Buildings. 

Grrrd'^''r'. v’«hed Calcutta in 1790 in the 
days ■■ ! ' i C speaking of the Govern- 

ment House, says : — ” He lives in a house in 
Esplanade thi? Cif add — many private 

individuals ' ••■v-- as good: ll’:;' house of the 

Governor of Pondicherry is much more magnificent.” 
Warren Hastings also showed disinclination to live 
in this house and Lord Wellesley wrote in clear 
terms to the Court of Directors in London tha^; 
” India should be governed from a Palace and not 
from a Counting Hoiise. wiili the idc'iis ol‘ a Prince, 
and not with (hose (if a nuiiil dc'chn- in muslin and 
indigo.” Accordingly, Caplair! CliaHes Wyatt, 
Bengal Engineers, was dif:'(::('d to di-i-.w up a plan. 
He designed the present building on a munificent 
scale, the architecture being technic'^^^y as 

the Queen \nne iuiil Georgian podirr e' ;r ■: I'O'-lico 
style. '.Phe builditigs stand on jnorc ' '> of 

well-laid-out grounds between the i-iu! ihe 

Eden Gardens, and command a ch,;- vi ■■■.■. o'" o'.c.r 
two miles to the south. The grounds of the present 
Government House absorb the site and enclosures 
■of the old Government House and the adjacent 
Council House. The construction cost about 13 lakhs 
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oi' rupees, the land Es. 80,000 and the furniture 
Rs. 50,000. The foundation-stone was laid on the- 
5th February 1799, and the building was formally 
opened with a public reception on May 4th 1802,. 
the third anniversary day of the fall of Seringa- 
patam. 

There are two numnihcent gates on the east and 
on the west. Bach h.ns ii lion (iominining the huge 
masonry archway and i\>;-;Lit!g one ioor on a sphere- 
representing the globe and is flanked at a lower level 
by smaller arches surmounted by a crouching 
sphinx. These gates are used for public entrance 
and exit. The entrance to the grounds facing the 
main building is to the north. The visitors’ book 
is kept here. This gale is of pretty design with 
stone pillars capped !>> crM!i!!iont(.d urns of the same 
material. The Royal Orest is seen worked in gold, 
on the iron gates and two S aw ars of 13. the 
Grovernor’s Body Guard are on duty here. The 
north gate leads to a magnificent flight of steps on 
which Calcutta society assembles to welcome 
incoming Viceroys and Governors. The ordinary 
entrance to the building is below under the stairs. 
On the south side is the gate used in 1911 for the 
State entrance of H. M. the King-Emperor 
George V. It bears the Royal Crest and the letters 
G. R. T. in gold. This gate is now used as the 
private, entry gate. The general design of Govern- 
ment House is borrowed from Kedleston Hall in 
Dei’hy.?hire, the ancestral house of Lord Curzon. 
'riio oi'iitral building is com--, (■'■ d by ■ ” 7 :. v, f.',!-;.. 

distincl wings. Bach annc\, '■ ■: -.'r. 

ate house. The rooms are i ':' c : ,1 ■. n-'-i'-r; 
of air passes through all, nc- 
quarter the wind blows. 

The Government House contains a fine collection- 
of portraits of Governors-General of India and 
maihlc busts of the Caesars taken from a Brench- 
ship at the end of the 8 th century. There are also 
pictures of George HI, of Louis XV and' his Queem 



28 


.b}- Carle Von Loo, said to liave been captured from 
the French at Cbandernap:ore in 1757, of the Duke 
•of Clarence, the Duke of Wellington, and many 
others, and also of the sons of Tipu Sultan.* The 
room in which the Levee is held is called the Throne 
Room, so called from the fact that tlie throne of Tij)!! 
Sultan was kept here after its removal I'rom .Mysorcu 

The c(:ntcnn''’y o^ the opening of Gov^ernment 
House wa-: held i>y uord Curzon in 1902. During 
the State Ball they put on dresses of the period of 
1802, and Lord Curzon --f--'! Lord Welles- 
ley. There was a pecu . things in the 

coincidence that this great Viceroy should celebrate 
the occasion, for apart from the association of 
Government House and Kedleston Hall, Lord 
Onrzori him Wellesley understood what the Izzat or 
dignity of Badshdhat or Sovereignty in the East 
meant and required. 

Fort William. 

Tlie idea oT building a new fort was mooted by 
Clive in August 1757 on his return from Murshida- 
h!,:l rifir' iiutBng Vnwr.h ^Tir Wu'!n-rm...:d .T:dVr Ah 
O'i bu' ruroiu" o! H.'ugv.-. ( iiroli'cr 

:o jiH'.o (''li.i’Oivio-.l aru! niui uc'd lie ^^’;r:. 

'!'!ie viiii’ge of Gcdundaiiur was c!(i;i'{il i-y Cli'.r; 
inn-,' giving siiricier-i ('•;uf,}K-i:'iii =on io ihe r-eordi' 
wi f, v-.v*’,- ii'vluccd ro rake .'’.way liu-ir oi-iro!; deify 
C.-oi.!!ui;i ’.'.1:1': i!:em. and i!'.' rigei’-iu.i'-n d juMuic- 
'■■< 1 .^ i’(:C!;!ii.':(.’(l and i!u: woi'k coiii'-’v-ncvsi !)y Ji'-o'-.ie!' 
at rhe end of the OcaoluM' IT.’)!. 'ri=.» I'orr v.-;!;- 
cfMiip v ied i.'! 177^1 i':i ;; Ci'.si oi' li millid:-. sis rling. 
iarg.e ajuouiiv of meoicy 'vi'..s .sixtsi; in drivirig vjdkes: 
10 si:vng!hen {.lie iianks 'and wT.:-d olV iiio 

e[:(-fo;i.chnieni of the river. I'iiei'C: was grcjn 
dirnciJiJy in geii.ing labour .ami ihi- Cor-ioariy had ro 

* < {,i!(;(;v=or. of |.ic:;.!r.'o> 5.:nc l=<o!i n-rpov-i.e; !•: 19J?.I Io 
lof; ■^’’iooroKnl l.od;:? fii Dc-ibi. 
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resort, to issuing' orders that till the Port was finishedl 
no one would be allowed to build a house of any kind 
in or ’about Calcutta and all brick-layers and coolies, 
were impressed for the public service. This is the 
bdegdr labour work referred to by old Indians, as- 
the labourers fifot only a small subsistence allowance- 
for the work and the rates were lower than those 
d 1)\ |e-iv;:L' persons. The adjoining area now 
bnovr’! 1 le.-^iiugs is sii!! called Gooli Bazar by the 
Indians as the labourers working at the Fort took 
up temporary quarters at the place. 

Special permission for visiting the Port should' 
be obtained from the Military , ft -. t’j- - ,., , 
applying through’the Chief Secreta:*;.- i.' : - i ■••i 
ment of Bengal or to the Commissioner ot Calcutta 
Police. It is a town in itself. The two messes- 
inside it are of historic interest — one was the special 
residence of the Commander-in-Chief and as such 
was occupied by Lo^d Eoberts and Lord Kitchener, 
and the other which is known as the Outram Soldiers’’ 
Institute and served as the residence of the Governor- 
General, Lord "Wellesley, during the construction of 
the new Government House. Bishop PTeber also- 
lived here when he first arrived in India. The last 
king of Ouflh. Wan'd Ali Shah, lived in these 
quarters from (S’-iG :'or fhroc years fill he went to 
live in the palace built for him in Garden Eeach. 

The Stronghold has got seven gates — one- 
called the Water Gate, faces the river near the 
Gwalior Monument, another called the Eoyal Gate, 
faces Ohowringhee and is also known as the Chow- 
ringhee Gate, the Plassey Gate leads to the south of 
the Government House and the Calcutta Gate leads- 
to the Eden Gardens, St. George’s Gate, called by the 
Indians OooU Darwaza, faces PTastings or Cooli 
Bazar; near the General Hospital and the seventh 
entrance called the Treasury Gate is dominated by 
the quarters of the Commander-in-Chief, now- 
occupied by the Genera-! Officer Commanding the- 
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Presidency and Assam District. The Fort is built in 
the shape of an irregular octagon — five sides facing 
the land and throe the river. It is sni rounded by a 
ditch which can be flooded with water from the river 
Hooghly. The buildings not being conspicuous 
^bove the . surrounding country and also on account 
of the b or.'. h- proof hou~es topped with earth it is 
■<‘.;hvo! ;V:V'.'; or the Fort at the level of the 

earth in contradistinction to the old forts which used 
to tower high over the surrounding country. Fort 
William has not yet got its baptism of fire and its 
ord .'JCcuTpy have not been tried. It is 
* ■■ .‘•vf.on ?: :o impregnable. 

The glacis, the Esplanade and the Maidan 
belong to the Fort (Killa) the Maidan is therefore 
popularly called Killa-ka-Maidan. 

His Majesty^s Mint. 

It is situated on the Strand Koad north of 
Howrah Bridge. The best time for visitors is 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., as between those hours 
molten silver is poured. Persons wishing to visit 
the mint should apply to the Mint Master. The 
words “ application for pass ” should be written on 
the corner of the envelope. Generally, parties of not 
more than five persons are allowed, but specijil 
permission may be obtained for a. laTg<.;r niimixM'. 
The Pass should be presented at llio warder’s lodge. 
The Mint occupies ISJ acres of land, and as the 
building stands on land reclaimed from the river, the 
foundations arc 25^- feet below the level of the road. 
'Tlie architecture is Grecian Doric and the central 
portico facing the Strand is a half-size copj^ of the 
temple of Minerva at Athens. The foundation was 
laid in March 1824 and the building took six years to 
complete ; the constriiction cost 13 lakhs of rupees and 
the machinery 11 lakhs. This is said to be the largest 
mint of its kind in the. world. The silver Tnint was 
opened in 1831 and the copper mint in 1865. In 
normal times the output is six lakhs of rupees per day. 



Under the pressure of ” to the great* 

War the daily output r : : ■ 20 lakhs in 

December 1918. ' 

The visitors should not omit seeing the specimen 
coins preserved in special cases and the gold mohur 
- A. silver replica of the famous 

\'. . ■ . , .,n also be seen. It has been 

-i ' y (ji me four originally struck and 

e four allied Sovereigns of Great 
. Eussia and Austria. 

Gold coin is no longer struck in the Calcutta 
Mint. 

The mint or Telisal being ^ ’"ding 

. ■ ..•’’"d Emperors - <■ ' int 

i - !• Company until 1700 when a formal 
Firman for this purpose was received from Delhi, 
at-'.-oi'hng which the English were permitted to 
. • I.: . ■^'''6 Emperor of Dcllii. D; 

e reign of King William 
■' as first introduced. The 

. • ' ' • ■ Lane opposite St. fjohn’s 

Church. 

Shah .'Gum II was the last Emperor of Delhi 
to luive n coin of his own which bore the following 
inscription : — 

it i, 0^ itgcu 

translation, 

/The shadow of the favour of God, the Defender of the 
Faith of Muhammed, Emperor Shah ^\luni ]?a.-s ,^l.ru<:k the coin* 
of the Realin current in seven kingdoius. 
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InslJtQte of PoWle AdmJnisfmtlatj, 
Sihagwandas Road, New S®Jhi 
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CHAPTER IV. 


^ 0 M 6 ProMinent Public Buildings und Institutions* 

Town Hall. 

Ttie Town TTaill lias been built on the site of 
the residence of John Hyde, one of the first three 
Puisne Judges of the Supreme Court. It is a large 
building of the Roman Doric style of architecture 
standing to the west of G-overnment House, between 
the Treasury Buildings and the High Court, It was 
built at a cost of 7 lakhs of rujKHis iT.i'Cd hv a series 
•of annual lotteries. Thci'o :'.!i Ihigli-i' and a 
Persian inscription on a piece of stone let into the 
wall, one on either side of the southern poilico. 
:stating that the edifice was designed during tlic 
administration of Lord Wellesley and cmn])ieted 
under the government of I’jord Minto in the year 
1818, the architect being John Garstin, Colonel of 
‘the .Engineer.c. The magnificent flight of steps 
h'iidin'i nii lo the southern entrance is chiefly used 
•on ceremonial occasion'!. <5uch as announcing the 
:accession of the King-r.uinerov.s of India, or other 
important Royal proclamation^. The ordinary 
■carriage entrance is by the northern portico. The 
building consists of two storeys; tlic upper floor is 
boarded with teak, the lower hall is paved with white 
marble. The ground floor is now used ns the 
Municipal Magistrates’ Court rooms and also 
lU’ovides accommodation to their clerks and offices, 
mun ^ coufral room and 

Vv . !■. ; I ’.:' r of pillars and had ai'aiscd 

platronri at I he- ea.'len: iiud a mu.'jic gahorv at the 
wcstci'ii end and provided an admirable place for 
holding i^nblic meetings, receptions and dances. 

In order to provide temporary accommodation 
for the enlaa-ged Legislative Council after the 
Reforms the upper floor ha.s been taken over by the 
Grovernment of Bengal from January 1921. The 
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great saloon 172 feet in length and 67 feet in width 
has been divided into a central hall and two lobbies 
by putting up ferro-concrete walls between the 
piUpvc:. T]-- and library of the Legislative 

I ,). ! . ■ i been removed here from the 

! . The place has also been adapted 

>:■ -aodation for a Committee room, 

( ■ ! .- ■■■ ;■-. . 1 ,.- ;he President, the Members of the 
Executive Council, the Ministers and the Secretaries. 
Besides this there is a lounge for the use of the 
members of the Council. H, R. H, the Duke of 
Connaught formally opened the enlarged Legislative 
Council in this hall, on the 1st of February 1921. 

In the Town Hall there is a good collection of 
statues, busts and portraits of both British and Indian 
Notables of the country. 

A sad incident is connected with this building. 
It was being court 

rooms duringi' • H!..'.' i.' -l while 

the Acting Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Norman, was 
leaving the premises he was stabbed to death on the 
steps of the northern entrance by a Wahabi fanatic,, 
on 21st September 1871. 


High Court. 

The High Court is situated to the west of 
Government House almost at the junction of 
Esplanade West with Strand Bond to the no7’th of 
the Eden Gardens. It is one of ihe mosr imposing 
buildings in Calcutta built in sorncu-hnl tloi'id (i-othie 
style on the site of the old Supremo Conri winch 
occupied its w^estern portion only. The biiildei' w'n.i' 
Mr. Waltc?- Cirisuville, tho Government Architect. 
The general idea has been inspired by the Town Hall 
at Ypres. The foundations were laid in March 1864 
and the work of construction completed in May 
1872. The principal entrance is through the 
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■iii'idsn'i'.i- lower on the south side which leads 

im-;) !'. e i:ii'.<:!-.ii:oei'L .u.adrangle of the building. 
IL'acing t n e 
iVfaidan is a 
beautiful inw 
'Of pillars run- 
ning along 
the lower 
storey. The 
•Capitols of 
t h 6 colon- 
nade are ot 
Ca3n stone 
beautiifu 1 1 y 
.8 c u Iptured , 

•each one 
haying a dit- 
feivni; d('sign, 
rlu' study ol 
which is well 
worth t h le 
trouble. The 
tower is 180 
feet high and 
is 16 feet 
higher than 
^he Ochter- 
lony Monu- 
ment, but 
the massive- THE HIGH COURT, 

ness of the building conceals its real height. Proin 
this tower a panoramic view may be o])tained of 
Calcutta, and its environment, and on a clear day 
■one can .see the salt water lakes gleaming in the 
distance towards Belliaghatta. To the cast of the 
quadrangle in OM Post Office Street- is the carriage 
•entranoe for the public. There are private entrances 
for the Judges on the west and the east.. On appli- 
cation to the caretaker, a guide is supplied to show 
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the visitors all over the place. There is an excel- 
lent tram-car service to the High Court from all 
parts of the city. 

In the archives of the High Court can be^seen 
■the papers relating to the famous trial of Nanda 
Kumar by Elijah Impey and of the case brought 
against Philip Francis by Hrand {vide pages 60 and 
■86). 

Indian Museum. 

This is an imposing building on Chowringhee 
•Road betvireen Sudder Street and the United Service 
-Club. It was opened to the public in 1876, It is 
built on the site of the old High Sc])v.)ol which in 
1863 was transferred to Darjeeling and is now known 
.as St. Paul’s School. 

“ The facadci bus two stories of great height, 
in tlu' Llaliiiu si\ le " •. ll two projecting 

wings and the ■ ' - . laving ('legant; 

Corinthian column-. • ' . of steps leads 

to a lobby, wbicb )pens on either side into a room 
80 fuel by 30 feet. Three sejics of arches lead to 
a double staircase of very fine proportions ascending 
to the right and left, and beyond the foot of the 
staircase the lobby opens on a .i..--! 

quadrangle 180 feet by 105 feet, ■ ■ ■. ,1 ■■ 

selection of tropical plants: around this the inner 
sides of the building forjn a piazza or arcade. The 
l)airs of the arc-lies are dccovaied on the side facing 
■ the (imulrangle vviih engaged column.^, in il-c PiOinan 
Doric style on lia; ground i-oor, i.i'd in ib;' iloman 
Ionic on the first flooi-." (“ (.alcui ta Old and Now 
— Cotton.) 

The ATu-v:.um :■■op■,il!■^rly known, r.s Jadu Ghar. 
It is caiiet: IGhm-; or ine House of Wonders 

in P. r..i;i n jind (•■.-riainly coinain.s a mo-t. wonderful 
-colleciioi! of cxi-ibiis vA' arcba-oiogicai interest, and 
specimens of what please even the eye of the un- 
initiated, such as stuffed birds, fishes, - reptiles and 
:animals of .all .descriptions, not even omitting spiders, 
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centipede? nr:d scorpion? nnd ’ ■■■■ ’ -7 

from the I'l'ls. ioui rise' j.-iiani- ■> their 

boats, weapons and armour and models of their 
houses. The art gallery is very interesting and the- 
great gold throne of Tliebaw, the last king of Burma,, 
cun 1)0 seen here. 

The west gallery of the first floor contains the 
library of the Geological Survey of India. 

T’ ---- 7- .7 "p— -J-y mornings firn reserved for students.. 

■ I '• . ..I.i! ■ only Purdah ladies can vi-sit the place. 

■ 1 ■ ■ ■ ■■ . ■‘li. . . ■’ a guide in attendance. The- 

i > y., . ■/. : ■ pass the doors. 

Art G-allery. 

To the southern end of the Indian Museum in 
r’ l-vb'ir:; T: 1 fhib are 

- ■ ... - : •: •• ti • ; • ■■ Art. 

!• . 1 : •. i i' b-ioi under the 

; . ■ of Industrial 

Art. Besides le-ucliing liiiiograpb, wood- engraving, 
modelling, .su'r.ciiling. ircsco-docoriuion, lacquer- 
work, iho ciiiT'ctihiin includes inie-hand drawing, 
pnir.ting in oil nnd we ter colo;;!-, and architectural 
diMuing. Tiir plasier (l('(;oraiion in the old Bengal 
'Li;gi?l;Jiive (iounei! (.'limn bens in Writers’ Buildings- 
i- the work oi ilio earB' pupils of this Institution 
n.ulcr M.on. .'Bigrcd. 

The Government Art Gallery is open to the 
pi.ldie. TTere tlie visitor will notice among other 
(.■\.-.:i;p[es or fn.liiin .Xrt a fine collection of paintings- 
oi the Hindu and Muhammadan periods. 

Asiatic Society. 

The Asiatic Society of Bengal, No. 1, Park 
Street, was founded by Sir William Jones, the then 
Chief Justice of Bengal, on the 15th of January 1784 
with Warren Hastings as its first ]-).atron. The 
objects of the Society are well set out by its illustrious- 
founder in ;;is tii-st discourse. Ilii states that “ the 
boundary o! ii? invossigation.s will be the- 



geographical limits of Asia and within these limits its 
enquiries will be extended to whatever is performed 
by man or produced by Nature.” Since the founda- 
tion of the Sneiety its literary activity has been 
ladiiiei'-iiprci; .-iMii “the .Journal of the Asiatic 
! v oi" I >chg::l ” and “ the Proceedings,” contain 
iiifiici'ifih (!:' ill'.' highest interest in Science, 
Literature, Antiquity and Natural History. 

Avery iioiioriaid dopai i of this Society, and 
one that ha.-: gr-viily added io iis renown, is the 
Bibliotheca iH/iim. le the Court of 

Directors gave the Society a monthly grant of 
Bs. 600 for iwinting oriental works and since that 
time the Soei-e'.y i-.-iad. under the above title, 
nearly a ilicisanfi iasciciili of nnmeroas Sanskrit, 
Arabic, Persian, Pali and Hindi works, both in 
■original and in translation, among them being a fine 
collection of the works of Indian historians. The 
monthly grant was continued, and in 1858 the 
Imperial Government increased it by Es. 250 per 
mensem for the same pnr])ose. I" 187^ the Tmperir.l 
Government .-i'l-ciiourd TG-. d.A"' licr :n!:u:ii; ih'- i!- ' 
purchase and rlassiiicM: io:- u.ci.uxci'ipts ii' T)C!;;’.'h 

The , . 1 . " . p to 1866 contained 

a large cc . , • i: : ethnological speci- 

mens, besides many archaeological relics and statues 
■of great value. These were offered to Government 
to be kept free in th."- nro]---!':! InHu-riid ’iru-ciii:'. 
Thus the Asiatic Soi-ii-ry •■.cclcus of lii-' 

Indian Miisfuius. aiul is i iw-ralore pojaihr'y 
(■;d!('''! riic P;ir(!i:i; -lii'i •oahnf. 

The Idhrary contains about 1-5,000 volumes, more 
■than 5,000 cf whicu arc Sarc'ivi:^ Arabic, Porsiao 
•and Hindi manuscript^. The?"' is also a fine 
•collection of Purmese. Nrpalcse aiu: Tibetan manu- 
scripts. I'lii' bulk of ilu- and Persian 

■mauuscrip.is rorin. pai-i of Tipu Riiltan’s library 
vviiich \\i!s I l■^:^s|■^'7’vcd 'rom Heriirgapciiio: io ih*-' 
■Cohege of I’orl William. Among Ihe miomscriois 
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are many masterpieces of caligraphy and oriental 
painting. The Society has a rich collection of copx^er- 
scinads, portraits, pictures and busts and the collec- 
tions are well worth insiiection. The rooms of the- 
Society are daily open to members from 10 a.m. to 
5 P.M.“ Strangers may visit the Library and inspect 
the coins on applicatio- ‘ ^ The- 

business of the Society i- ■ ' ■ Oouncil 

chosen animally. The ■ • ■ '& held 

on the first Wednesday ' ■' >.M. 

Metcalfe Hall and Imperial Library. 

It :'i the junction of Hare Street and' 

Strand ' ■ • Metcalfe Hall was built by 

j)iiblic ’ from tlie entire Indian com- 

iinmify to i>eiperiiatc the membry of Charles Tiieo- 
])!iiliis', Lord Metcalfe, wdio officiated as Governor- 
Oi-'iicral of India from March 1835 to March 1836, 
in the interregnum betw'efn Ih ficpr'’'t'mT- of Lord' 
William Bentinck and the rr-v. ,;1 of 1 Vuckland. 
Pie was cailed the “ Liberator of the Indian Press ” 
as the omancipation of the press was his greatest 
act of piihlic li!V in India. A marble bust of Lord 
Metcalfe stood in the vestibule of the Hall, but after 
the conversion of the building into the Imperial 
Lihrtiry by L-ord Curzon, the bust has been removed 
to Victoria Memorial Hall collection. The 
■■n'.i'-.'ii'.ihuv.-'ione o\ :;he building was laid with 
Masonic lires on Dccemlnn' 1846, tlie Governor- 
(h Sx-h'.g pri-sci':’,. The building was cornpleted 
in 1844. The architectiu’c is adapted from the; 
I'fov'ic;, of Temple of Winds at Athens and was 
I'cdgTcd l'.\ Mr. 0. K. Bobison. The building is 
f'.n a solid and ornamental basement 10 feet 
high ,‘ from this 3J) columns 36 feet in height support 
the ,.e.ne!-al enia.blrhip-i^ of building in imitation of 
the s:;;. or (ireek renrnli.'S. For want of funds the 
columns and colonnades could not be carried round 
th^ entire building. Tliere is a covered porch with 
colonnades to the east from which a flight of steps 
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leads mp to the entrance hall. A ])road flight of 
steps also leads to the colonnade to the west on the 
river front but this is not used. Pr;!'iiu,;r-.y rh.e 
Museum and Committee rooms of the Agrieu:; uivl 
Society <n rupi».d ll*:'.- ground fhoor, wdiile the Public 
Library (■.'•taipit'd ri;C; iipoe:- r'.foms. 

Lord Curzon noticed that the Public Library 
had languished under inadie^]uate support and lax 
management and that tJie Agricultural Society had 
failed to attract public interest, and the building 
itself was in a state of bad disrepair. He founded 
the present Imperial Tjibrary in 1902 by amalgamat- 
ing the old Calcutia Public Library with the 
> Government of India Home T)cpnrtm ent Library 
which contained many books ihi:; iV)ri!U''-ly belonged 
4o the library of the East Coliege at Port 

William and to the library of the East India Board 
in London. 

“ The Imperial Library Council aim at making 
•the Library one from which or through which any 
'book may be obtained that any one in India may 
want.” 

A selection of English. Persian. Urdu. Hindi 
autograph letters, old uu-.ps of Tridii',. |)i(:Min:s and 
other objects of hisioricnl and amiqiiariar’: ir.ierest 
form a small museum in the hall. For want of 
suitable rooms they are kept in glass cases in the 
•vestibule or hung on the walls. 

The Bohar Library.— It consists of a collection 
of 950 Arabic and Persian manuscripts and one 
Turkish manuscript and about 1,500 printed books 
in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. Tljis formed the 
family _ libi^nry of Munshi Syed Sadaruddiri al- 
Musavi, Zamindar of Bohar, in the District of 
Burdwan. The library is catalogued and is useful 
for research purposes. 

The Imperial Library is open from 10 to 
7 P.M., and on an average 100 readers utilise the 
spacious reading rooms daily: admittance to the 
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private ■ V .. ■■ '“ 3 is granted only to persons 
engagec ■' ■■ ■ ■. research work. 

The Commercial Museum. 

It is situated at No.^1. Council House Street, in 
the same building which contains the Board of 
Examiners. The exhibits occupy the first floor and 
is approacbod by the southern staircase of the build- 
ing. The entire collection is of Indian manufacture. 
It is a recent institution, established in 1916,- 
admiitance is free and the Museum is open on week- 
days from 10-30 a.m. to 5-30 p.m., excepting on 
Saturdays when it closes at 2-30 p.m. 

Commercial Library and Reading Room. 

Attached to the Government Commercial 
Intelligence Department, situated in the same 
V building as the Commercial Museum. It is open 
from 10-80 .4.M. to 6-30 p.m. on wec'k-day.s and from 
10-80 to 2-30 p.m. on i^aturdnys. Admission 
free. 

The Corporation Buildings. 

The Central Municipal Offices situated in 
C'orporation Street are contained in a building well 
worthy of the City. The main entrance is through 
the southern end surmounted by a tower. A broad 
fiiglit of steps leads to a magnificent Council Cham- 
ber. the Committee rooms and tbe lobbies. There 
a.'-f. sonii' (ice Tiicturc-s, .sl:i.i;.iic.s and busts to be seen 
he.-c, idso !'■ Boor gun cafilurcd in the South African 
CiMniiriign and [■■l■c.scnv(?d lo riic city in appreciation 
oi' r'u,' nari: played by ihc Ijuiians in the Boer War. 
The •'■’Q+o^y the ( '‘’'ertta Corporation dates from 
1727 ■; . -I a Mayor and nine Aider- 

men who bravely tried to keep "down the insanitary 
conditions of Calcutta. In those days, drainage and 
r ’' “■T'T" "I-- .‘VC" . mo!3t primitive 

In 1780 Mnclcintosh states that “ the vei’y small portion of 
pleanliness ■which it (Calcutta) enjoys is owing to the familiar 
intercourse of hungry jackals by night, and ravenous vultures, 


Ikites and crows by day. In like manner it is indebted to the 
smoh,' roi.-cd or: i „■} and sheds for 

•any ii, enj.iy.- :■.■■■■■ ■ ■■ . o : ■ < ; ■ ■! productions of 

supp-y oi" (JjilvUii.r!, IV . . 'V.' 

Since 1793, the improvement in roads, building, 
drainage, sanitation and water siipidy wu.- iniii:g!i:- 
ated, developed and executed ii-')!ii iinais subsi-iib.'d 
by lotteries. The Lottery Committee of Calcutta 
was established for this purpose and received 
Grovernment authoritt^ in 1817, but in spite of tbe 
good work done by this institution fox public benefit 
and charities, orthodox opinion in England was 
against this method of providing funds and the 
•Committee was abolished in 1837. 

(For the history of the dc-vidoismcnt of drainage and wat'Pr 
supply of Calcutta, vide page.'. 16 lo 19.; 

Thv' iT.’osc.ni cc-nstitution of C:’. 

i- i-usrti on the Bei ' 'i ■ 

.\c:, i.Il oi !M>U. .Vciording to this : i 'v i 
•consists of a Chairman who is a : i • • r < 
Indian Civil Service and oO Commissioners, 25 of 
whom are elected from the different wards, roiir by 
the Bengal Chamber of (''onmierce, four by the 
Calcutta Trades Assocaation and TtA'o by the Port 
Commissioners and 15 are nominatecl* b'y the 
'Government of Bengal. 

There is a Corporntion Club on the premises 
and a Library which is kept open from 10-80 a.m. 
to 5 P.M. T^’"' -■ of the Calcutta Cor- 

pomtior. du- ■ ■- Es. 1 JO, 90, 950 and 

i'ico! !b.. the expenditure on 

r'i':)"!:' Im ees ■ . Es. 1 ,51 ,fi2,5’;j-3 and 

:iL. 25,79,7 12. 

With the inauguration of the “ Eeforms ” the 
Local Self-Government Department was placed 
in charge of the veteran leader of the people, the 
Hon’ble Sir Surendranath Banerjea. One of the 
epoch-making landmarks of his administration of this 
.Depart ment is the passing of tlie Calcutta Municipal 
Bill, in March 1923. The Act will come into force 
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in 1924. It lias thoroughly democratised the Cal- 
The President of the Miinicipar 
Coin'.fii •-'/!“ !.>e ■:-'ected and the executive head will 
!>., ii-.- :.;)pointed by Government. _ The- 

repre.scntn fives of li--.' j ol !ho chv ’will have 
(he entire manngeiiieuu of -■ ' ■ " ' '"h"-’ 

hands. J’bi-i;! has b ■ ■ ■ . • : 

■will) and i■■■:;nl•: i>.- I :> bee.' g'-' ' ■ • 

payers and if has boon co j.'-ierai)!'.- !(,’;-ered for every- 
one. The number of )')»•■*■> has i>ee-n in- 

creased from 50 to 90, of whom 80 will be elected. 

Calcutta Port Trust. 

To the west of the General Post Office at the 
ii.Tct'on of T\oO,aghat Street and Strand Eoad are- 
'r.i'e i h, ■■'.(: < iii'.c'.s of the Calcutta Port Trust, contain- 
ing the offices of the Chairman, Chief Engineer, 
Chief .Accountant, Traffic Manager, Deputy Conser- 
vatoi- and Harhour Master. The Port Officer and' 
the Port Health Officer are located in the adjoining 
building to the north. A time ball is dropped from 
the tower at the south-western corner of the building 
at 1 r.M. daily. 

Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

Inaugurated in 1909. Office : 5, Clive, Street. 

The Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

The Bengal Chpmhor of Commerce was 
founded in 1834, wiser f; 0 !'d A\ illieu; Hciitinck was- 
Govoruor-General and Thomas llahingroii Macimlay 
wns Daw 'Member. Little is known of its early 
days. There are no records ea?lier thmi 1851, when 
if wa.s more or less reconstituted. Por very many 
years if was housed in the Bengal Bonded "Whire- 
iionse in Clive Street, But in 1893, the then 
President, Mr. James L. Maekay (now Lord Inch- 
cape), acquired on its behalf thic premises of the new 
Oriental Bank Corporation which was in course of 
liquidation. These premises stood at the corner of 
Clive Street and w'hat was then known as Old China 
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Bazar Street. They were on what is repntcd to 
have been the site of Clive’s Covci'n merit House, 
and later of the house in which Francis is said tO' 
have lived. 

The Bank prrrni^es •.■.•ire- uidised by the- 

Chamber and the llovai l-'.xfhiii';:- ■* "'015. — 

they were demolished and the ii--, -/ . lb. e,' ! '.■■.■ 

change was erected. The , : 

commercial exchange was mooted in Calcutta as 
far back as 1857 ; and in 1881 the organisation of 
a mercantile exchange was c-iinnenpia'i-.:’. Bui it 
was not until 1893, when the Bank pTr-inises were 
acquired, that the idea took lu-aci’ca! '•iii’.iu'. A 
mercantile exchange which by spc-cia'' uonuission 

of Queen Yicio--ii; was siyieii thv- Ihiyi'.l h\c!ii! r.gc 

was then established as a part of the Chamber. 
The Exchange now consists of 1,016 members, and' 
the Exchange Hall, which is a p’-orninv-'nl; f.v!!liiro- 
of the new building, is used by me.M-bcrs dally ius- 
a place of meeting for the transaction oi" business. 

The Chamber itself was incorporated in 1893 
as a public company under section '26 of the Indian 
Com])ariios .\ct. Prior to tint time it had been an 
unregisiercd .-Association of inercJiaiits, bankers, etc. 
It now consists of 2'l() meml)ers and may fairly 
claim to be thoroughly repn-scp. r:\iivc of the 
European trade, commerce, nun miUMufficruro's, oi" the 
city. It is managed by a Pre.sidont. a I’ico- Presi- 
dent, and a Committee of svver. inotoiiors v. h.o are 
elected annually by the members., anil vJio c mi duct: 

its busii^ess in accordance i 

Artick's o!' .\ssoeiiii.ioii. In - ,1 ! :i ^ >: 

the Ciiamber jU'oper rep^:-"' ■ ■ ; h::- 

mittee. ‘J.u're are no ■'ewer 22 w.'inimu’c-ial. 

Associai iot:s recognised by ibe ChamlaT. 'leioy are 
the following: — Indian Tea Association, Calcutta 
Tea Traders’ Association, Indian Jute Alills’ Associa- 
tion, Calcutta Baled Jute xAssociation , Calcutta Fire' 
Tnsnrance Agents’ Association, Calcutta Marine' 



Insurance Association, Calcutta Wheat & Seed 
’Trade Associaiion, Tju? Wine, Spiiit and Beer 
Association, Indian Paper Makers’ Association, 
Indian Engineering Association, Calcutta Jiite 
Fabrics Shippers' Assoc'. 

Pro-s.s A.ssccintion, Jute 3 ■ ■■■■ ’ ■ ■ 

Baii'd dire Snippers’ .i--'. d ■. 

Dealers’ Association, Calcutta Hides and Skins 
Shippers’ Association, Northern India Tanners’ 
Pi?dcration. Indian Indigo Association, Calcutta 
Acc.ddeni: InsKninee Association, Indian Lac Asso- 
ciation for Besearch. The business of these 
.\.-so(;i:itioTi 3 is transacted by '^ecrcterL^ of 


ij;e Chamber .-abject to the 
•and Sub-Committees. 


Another iriif’.ortnnt branch of the work of the 
'Chamber is ih.e measiir.!ng and weighing of most of 
iia,: piinei|.al commoiiirics exported from Calcutta. 
l'i)r liii.s Avork’, which is done mainly in the course 
■of shipment, the Chamber ha.s n special Donnrtment 
— the Licensed Measurers’ .Doi-ari meiu---\v'w'c!! has 
been in existence for thirty yi':ir.-. !i ii'.idr.tv.ins a 
staff of about 110 measuring officers who measure 
and weigh goods chiefly in course of shipment. The 
■certificates of the measurements so recorded are 
used by the steamship companies as the basis upon 
which to calculate freights charged to exporters; 
and the certificates of wciglils are required chieliy 
by exporters for contract purposes. The number of 
packages measured during the year ended 30th June 
1923, was G, 417,052, and tlic number of packages 
■\Yeiglied was ■.10,2.02, 892. 

There is also in existence in connection with 
the (.''mmber a Tribunal of Arbitration for the 
settlement a.nd adjustment of disputes, and differ- 
ences relating to trade, business, manufactures, etc. 
The Tribunal consists of the members of the Cham- 
ber, and it proceeds in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Indian Arbitration Act, 1889. Its 
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invards muv ])e Tiled liy either imrty to any particular 
<lis])ute in the Calcutta Bigh Court and be made 
a decree or the Court. The Tribunal transacts a 
■considerable volume of business. In 1920, the 
number of cases instituted .was 1,186, in 1921, the 
nuniber was as high as 1,824, and in 1922, it dropped 
to 968. 

With the inauguration of the “ Reforms ” the 
non-official Eu^Tspenu community are taking active 
part in the I 'liiilie l.ii'e oi‘ the country. The Tlon’ble 
Sit .Alexa'aier Mtirray. K;.. C.li.i'.., l^reriilicr of the 
Cnvincii of Sir.ie, Sir Robert Watson Smyth. Mem- 
ber of the RengnI Legislative Council'. Sir Cainph.di 
Rhodes, Kt., C.R.L.. Member of liic T.igisiativo 
Assembly are reccni pa-st of rho 

.„j; p...... 'pj.,., (■ii.’iyiiPoc tvvvirns .six 

! ■■ ' , ■' :v Legi-siarive ('oiincii and tTiO 

same number of ivi're'jofii.iirive.s .sii on rhe Calciifra 
•Corporation. 

The present President of the Chamber is Mr. 
W. li. Carc'v. M;iiibi-r. Bengal Legislative Council. 
'The Socfeia-.v of ; i,o CVam!:>e;’ is Mr. H. H. Hey- 
wood, (.hl.L., who is a permanent employee. 

CHAPTER V. 

Eden Gardens : the Strand and the Maidan : 

Memorials a, rid Monuments. 

The Bden Gardens. 

The Eden G-ardens are situated on the Strand 
lying directly south of the Pligh Court. They are 
beautifully laid out and include what was once 
known as the Respondentia Walk, a tree-shaded 
avenue, which stretched along the river between 
'Chandpal Ghat and the new Eort and once constitut- 
ed the fashionable promenade of Calcutta society. 
Near the High Court entrance stands the statue of 
■George .Eden, the second Baron and first Earl of 
Auckland, during vrhose Governor-Generalship the 
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first Afghan War broke out. This most pretty 
gf'vd',:!! in.il l uhliv- g:‘(,;in=.hs were laid out by Lord 
..\iic;k-:;'.nir.s sisU-rs, iii'-.i .1 ioii’ble Misses Eden, famous 
io:- sheir mirl a-ihftu- nttriinmruts. It is 

for this reason li'.}-:. i\u^ ( inrdea'^ r.iv' s:i!l called 
’by Indians “ Lady Bagan.” There is a Burmese 
Pagoda in the centre, broiiglit from Prome as a war 
trophy in 1856. 

The scene of an evening with the band playing 
and the beautiful grounds and ornamental waters 
.spangled with electric lights recalls to an imagina- 
tive mind the beauties of “ the Garden of Eden.” 

Strand Eoad (South) . 

Between the High Court and the Hastings 
diinding Hiage, the Strand constitutes a fashionable 
place lov (.'alciuia societv to drive in mo tor-cars and 
'Open conveyances, enjo^nng the cool river breeze of 
ail afternoon or listening to the band at the Eden 
Gardens. 

There are a few places of interest in this length 
•of the road. 

Tmmcdiatoly io the west of f.lie High Court is 
(.'iiiiKiipti/ (ihat. h is rlic la voinirc sfiitiori Tor going 
•on river trips by Port ConitiiissioiuM's’ rorry .sioaincr 
si'fvici! or l)y private .steam liuinches. and Itoats. 
Tiiere is a good wa.iting room I'irred wiiii electric 
Jiglit'' a.nd fi’ns. '.rids ghat wa.s the onlciai landing 
•striSc u herc; Mcnih-ers of Council. Govoriiors-Gencral. 
Com-ni;n:'!cr>-h!-( !dcr. .Jiidges of il^o Hiiimmui Conr; 

• and oi tiu! High Coiiri a.nd Bishop.- alighted in India 
Of depaited for Ihirorai ;mder llu^ liooin of saluting 
guns from r!ic ramparts of Port Williiim. 

Now t!ie (hypiiriing and arriving I’otentales, 
Yicc'-oys. (iovcriiors ami orlior ru)val)!c.s. Jilight ai rise 
Howi-:.',!i Kaih.vay Siadion and eiiti-r Calcrmii via rise. 
Howrs'i'. Bridge, or t'ay cross rlie river by a steamer 
■ and aligin in state at PrinsejiA Giiai, ns was done 
when Xing George V visited Calcutta in 1906 and 
1912. 
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Cliaiiflpnl Ghat is mentioned as forming thn 
southern boundary of “ Dliee Calcutta ” in 1774 
and is named after Chandranath Pal, better known 
as Ohand Pal, modi (grocer), who sold coarse refresh- 
ments to pedestrians and boatmen. In those days 
the surrounding country was uninhabited and full of 
jungle. 

It has been truly said ; “ Upon what trifles- 

do the momentous affairs of mankind appear 
to hang.” While alighting at Chandpal Ghat,. 
Philip Francis and his colleagues, Generals Claver- 
ing and Monson, are said to have counted 17 
guns fired in their honour whereas they had 
ex|)ected 19. They never forgave the Governor 
Warren Hastings for this apparently deliberate 
slight. This incident seems to be at the bottom of 
that rancour and hatred between Warren Hastings 
and Francis and their p*rr in the 
Council which did not ■ • • ■ ' ■ ' ■ . . morable- 
duel but found an echo in the solemn ffial in West- 
minster Hall.^ 

It was while landing al Cb.::idpi:] Gb.at with the 
Judges of the Supreme (.■•.uivi: ilun Sir i'.lijnh Impey 
is said to have looked at the crowd of Indian 
......1 uncovered bodies 

. : , his colleagues : 

" toee, brotners, the wretched victims of tyranny. The 
Oro'vn Onurt v-'i.' not surety Gsi:ahh'.?hc.(.i ono day before- 
!i v.'i.s Ti(;-dcd. I ivui-j ;i v.-iil noi.- linvc bee;' in oficrai'on for six 
licriovc we fln-ili «oo ai’ ’.r.o.so poor criia; u "(>.■< ('“Oifortably 
cioiiicd III .siloes and stockings.” 


* Phd’ip ivill: Croncrr.l ?ir .Tol'.ii Cicvcriih; and Cidoiiol 

Ci jiifi.- -Manson r.irrp(:d a p:;r;y ‘o obsirncr Warren liasiing.s in 
' Conn in r.;!';, Uicnard Ua !".■.(!!! on isi.' .«n;ic iiii- lIoM-rror- 

iVn::ti !;:.s no'i;i.jri very diiTi.aii: . l’i.il!"|> .Pranci.n on; of 

pi.-..- iiii;''i;> p.-iL (■ri-y .^ppoi-c.l C:\tn good and sonrid nioa.snrc.s 
li.' :‘. :\vard by Wavren llai-.in.y-. bni iiisl iiiatod and 
enginoorod auiacas on i-.ini. .Among osi'.ors Jlaja XaTid Kninar 
was made to h-bn; np a ci-argrt ' : i'a; Wiirrco llasiinn.'^ iias- 
le'e’y. d rn.ar-y I’oni lakl;.-; rnpuc.? :‘iO!n Mani Uoguin of M.insiii- 
daoad iiinl a large .«nrr! of inoncy from liis son (rniudaH for l.i.cit- 
;;i)i)..b!! trn-n: in .Mur-sliidahad. 
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Opposite Cliandpal Ghat are the Calcutta swim- 
ming baths and the premises of the Volunteer Head 
tQuarters. 

Bahoo Ghat . — A little to the south of the High 
Court opposite Auckland Eoad, on the riverside, is a 
pucca ghat witb Doric pillars. It is called Haboo 
Ghat after !P>aboo Eaichandra Das, the bushancl f>l' 
the celebrated Eani thishma.rii, whose residence can. 
be seen at Jan Bazar, now called Corporation Street. 
It is used as a bathing ghat by respectable Indian 
gentlemen. 

Opposite the Eden Gardens is Outram Ghat 
which •; passengers to and from 

Englar . • over it is a distinctive 

feature and on the upper storey of the pontoon there 
is a fine tea-house whc'.ro light refreshments are 
served at very reasonable rates. The boat house of 
the Calcutta Rowing Club lies a little higher, 
immediately^ to the north of this ghat, Further 
north is the Dhnrqm-<ia]a for Indian deck passengers 
for soEi -going vessels. 


Hastings z’efus~'? o^-^rges in the Council and 

brought an action ■ N v • ■ for conspiring -with his 

•enemies. 

The charge was admitted and Nand Kumar was released on 
hail. He was arrested about six weeks later on a charge of 
forgery and committed to be ii'?.:d b\ lb-- Suprr-rno C-^urt and 
b) he bent i.-i.-n-'r i" the Prc-'-iilci'cy ..Jai'. .1'1'jiih l!i!|V.;y. 

i!).c C ’ i<- ' •rbii Nand .Kut!':!-- { (iudov.'.icd i.!rr'. he 

illill'iC:'.'!. 

mi--. — .,.x, -I! iveiie thus disgraced , and he had 

. i’-dw"! ar'.'--' dcaih of Wari'en 

jli ■ .ariti-og vo!n < omir.'nriii-.Mi liii; majority and 

-i • iimb.o T'ie and cm after the 

■■■ re 132): 

AlthC viL'i; ilc i:X(.f ij:;Mr 'if Nf.nd Tv.nrar sti::ck tmvir in fh-r: 

^0-1 + ., <-r T {.I -j i- .jr.ii- H s r ii I 11 ' , 1 , 

1 < (I . ' 1 ■"'■ij 'f . 1, 1 .,(] (c n >ii 'u' 

|i -aid. .'.ior>;T:>- ('(! c-:' (.ar.':!:-: r:g:;:T;st '.he Comj-iii’iv 

Ml': •.cie. ’Mean: oven iimtaie i-he orov.d v.-ix', i.Tie.-'.si'rl no. 
Jav; !■. i,;7 inun in.;; g:i i!iV.-.=. .1 ho IhriTr.as 
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The Gwalior Monument on the Strand is- 
situated to the north-west of Prinsep’s Ghat opposite 
Port William. It is a kiosk built of Inack, faced' 
with Jaipur marble, .surmounted by a metal dome 
and columns, made by melting the captured guns' 
of the Gwalior campaign of Sir Hugh Gough. It 
was erected by the Earl of Ellenborough in 1847 
The height is '58 feet 6 inches. . In the centre of the- 
upper storey is a sarcophagus on which are inscribed! 
the names of officers, and men who fell in the cam-- 
paign. The cupola acquired a pretty greenish- 
tint from iO-.d i-.xpo.-m-e lo the atmosphere. 

The (Tito! i- a 

with hondrome Tnriic pdlirs net- ■ . ■: “ -I 

of 8; niiui lloiui. 'riia :-ivc :• once ’ 

Hie I'r.ir o=" ]■(".'■< se-en or; v'itlier side, guarded the top' 
of a mngniticent riig!-!. of slops r-imuirg up from the 
river. This Ghat .sui»or.s;;'ded Chiiiuipa! Ghat as a- 
state hndmg stage. King Jldward rl;e VII landed’ 
here v. iu !; ho visiiot! ('.iilciuii;- in 'iSTo ;■? the Prince 
of Wales. The present King-Emperor also landed 
here in state both on the occasion of his visit as 
Prince of Wales in 1906 and a.s King-Eir.rieroi- in 
1912, The ill-fated Emperor Kichoias of llussia 
when he vi.5ited- Calcutta v Tanuary 

1891 also landed here. i’-* ■ whom 

the Ghat is named, was ’ •• 'V of the- 

Calcutta l^fint and the rounder ot the science of 
Indian Numismatics. He died at the comparatively 
early age of 40 and this Ghat was erected by the 
citizen.s of Calcutta to j'oirrturdc ’’■i.- momoi v. 

Jibont a quarter of a 1 * 1 'ic so; i vis of Prinsi;]!’?; 
Ghat is the Lascars’ War M( inori:iL .\ liru-! iribiiic 
to tlie devotion and valour of the seamen from 
Bengal w-ho lost their lives during the Great War. 
Sir John Gumming, k.g.i.k., the member in charge 
of the Commerce and Marine Department of tlie 
Government of Bengal, took a personal interest iU' 
organising this beautiful memorial and it has given 
much satisfaction to the sea-faring community, most 
of whom are Muslims. 
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The Maidan. 

The 'Maidan is a distinctive feature of Calcutta 
;i’;d is in; vjpo'! s!'ac-(- iif Iwo luiles long and thrcc- 
roiifiiis oi' o.iiu ii; lireanili av liie noriii where it is 
iiavowesi . lo ai>()i:; U iniies hi-oii;! al iis southern 
and \v;(hsi '.‘iid. it lies in tiie hosoin of tlie city 
s!ii-i-oi:!i([ii;L the fort (killa) as if it were in the 
hollow centre of a crescent. The river Hooghly 
forms its western boundary and the famous. 
Chowringhee Road skirts its eastern extremity. 
Rrom the Giirzon Gfardens in F.'planadi' T.iisr 
one can drive via the Red Road, the ( asna.rina 
Avenue and th.o TTospilad Road right through the 
centre of tlia Madda.i; 'i!-. lo ihc gates of the Presi- 
dency CTenci'a.i 1 lospin-:. Tluuv are other handsome 
avenues across rhe Mairevn a.nd the green v/ide- 
(;\];anse Iisen i- >: inided o\e'' v ' ' '• •' 

lives and tanks winaii 1 he . ' r, ■ i’ 

\ drive 'Jd* giv-ei .si'ine' is nios! plca.sing 

10 li'.e eye ami -ooildr.g lo H'v' mind, (.‘oiorei Henry 
i!:e I'.ngir.eer of lleneal. lahi oiii, most oL 
the roads including the beanriiiii Re(i Moml ami il;e 
Secretary’s Walk alongside oi it. (h<l C()ii!i' House 
Street and the Esplanade were also built by him. 
He is remembered as the Engineer who supervised' 
the final sta'ges of the construct ion of h'ort William 
and for having acted as the second of Francis in bis- 
duel with 'W'arren Hastings. 

The Wrddr.n i- largely n?cfl ns a recrontion 
ground. ’Ida' principai Fooibali. Tcumls ami Cricket 
Cluhs of Calcm’:; i'av,- ivou: :ii:o‘red uunpoi'ury sites 
by r!:e loiliiary aorhori: i(-. There arc' Coir Finks, 
one i'or iadii-s and a noi );■';■ for genrleuicn. boionging 
to the Royal Calcutta Golf Club and also a Howling 
Green. Tlie Maidan is also dotted over with the- 
statues of Viceroys, Coniinanders-in-ChicF and other 
notables. The statues of Lord Curzon, Lord' 
Kitchener and Lord Ripon are conspicuous additions^ 
of recent years. The Calcutta Cenotaph iii memory 




THE GKAHD STAND, RACE COURSE (Calcutta Maid an). 


55 


of “ tlie giorioos dead ” who fell during the G-reat 
War is also ?i new iitidi'. i-jii and is piaced at the head 
of the Red Moad, soi.iii-ja.si of Lawrence statue 
facing Ochterlony Monument and the Curzon 
Gardens. 

T r:a.r.n>)l do bettr-r than quote at length the 
iollijwing giowing ion from tl roTvrfnl pcri 

o;. -Si!'. II. Ih A. Cotion in his “v . * )!■! iin.i. 

New ” : 

‘ ‘ Calcutta is proud of her statues and her monu- 
ments. Whatever may be the faults imputed to her 
inhabitants by unties , it cannot, at any rate, be laid 
to their charge O.icy nave neglected to do honour 
to those V. iioin !iosu)i:'- i.' There -pvAbobiy -nty 

city in the Empire so v ii i 

statues of public men i i>;. ■ io"-. 

Outram, the Bayard of ihc liasl ; Mayo, .struck down 
in the midst of a ix.-ncr'fiUii: a.iid puirioric CiHuet.-; 
Plardinge, the hero or Aibucra aiul vieior of ..\i.oodkec, 
Pcrozo.shi:hnr, and Sobraon; Bentinck, the wise, 
iii'i'ighi i!''d puiernal administrator; William Peel, 
i ■ i' ■ i iii\ly mini ' AfiTtir-y : ‘ r^en'cney ’ 

Canning; hi apier ! ■••I.,.-.. <v Kin 'I:;, 

and Pretoria ; Duf , . r u ■ hsh ; 

John Lawrence, ■ r i 

to be V'.- t’- • : . •. .! • , a, ‘i-i .*■ m v ,pi-i. •> 

is for . ..-I . ,1. 

wide expanse of Calcutta's mstoric Maidan. Otners 
again there are whose effigies in marble and bronze 
do not greet our eye as w-o dash past of an evening 
in OUT victorias and our biiggius. Win-ren Tl iistings, 
tho fivpf Govo-^nor-General of Bengal, and Cornwallis, 
i:ur mil for of the Permanent Settlement and 
coiuiuei'or of -t.'.'-A within the precincts 

of the Town 'b,'". ( * u*; "s masterly statue of 

i"' ■ ■■ : i:, ‘ the portico of the 

and hard by is the marble 
presentment of J ames Wilson, the Finance Minister, 
who died while doing his duty. A brave list in truth 
and yet surely not without its notable omissions. 
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‘There is more than one maker of history for whom 
we seem to look in vain. V."" ” ‘ of men, 

is no longer enshrined ’ ■ ' ' House 

which owes its existence to him and which is so apt 
a symbol of the empire he created. The Marquis 
■of Dalhousie, the greatest of modern Governors- 
General, as Lord Gurzon has fitly characterised him, 
now occupies no place of honour in the Institute 
which })ca7‘s his name. Calcutta, nevertheless, has 
not forgotten them. In the course of a few years, 
these memorials of the illustrious dead \vill fiud a hf: 
resting place in the Victoria Memorial Hall, the 
‘ Twentieth Century Taj,’ which will rear its 
•graceful head upon the spot made hideous by the 
Presidency Jail. For th' r--'-:”' '-''-rv 
sought in their temporary '■ • . \ ’■■■■. ^ 

unworthy of them. For they stand upon either side 

'of the young Queen whom the one v. ■ - 1 .1 !■, serve 

and the other lived to greet, while >■ /■■ .. them 

are the effigies of Neill and Havelock and Nicholson 
and Outram, and heroes of peace such as Eennell 
and Metcalfe. ” 

Ochterlony Monument. 

This is a masonry coluhan situated at the north 
■end of the Maidan, south of Gurzon Gardens, at the 
Esplanade, and is provided with a flight of winding 
steps inside. It is 1G5 feet high and is covered by 
a cupola of Saracenic style. It was built in 1823 
in honour of Sir David Ochterlony who brought the 
Nepal War of 1814 — 1816 to a succosshil termina- 
tion. From the top of this MommuMU’ a lu-iiiu iful 
viov,- o'i Calcuna can be obtainod. '.riu- |)iii)iic {ire 
{iiiowcai to vijii it and can obmui . ki \- iVom liie 
Police Headquarters at 18, Lall Eazai. 

General Ochterlony is popularly known in Delhi 
as Akhterloney Sahib. PIo married a Muhammadan 
woman of the Moghlani class who is known as 
Akhterloney Sahib ki Degum ” as she got the status 
nf a lady of rank being a General’s wife. In mahalla 


57 


IT:!!;;': ilio holiciVsJiiiioM (if ihri in 

Di-;-::. :i' i rs'iii irtii !-(':i sn)iu- hiiilu i v Mdirer- 

l()i!oy I I i is siilM i!o ij:!!):ic ioii is 

iieid in ihis mosque as the orthodox iVlusiims raised’ 
the objection that as the marriage of the Muslim 
lady with her Christian husband was illegal, the 
1 “ ; ^ ■ ’ sbancl could not be 

1 .' ‘ ; . endowment. This 

mijr-'Vi'.Tiy u!!!v:!.‘:onaoie attitude accounts for this 
drrii: lit,: ii cisqiK'. situated in the heart of a Muslim 
ioi-:i:ity. fe-uuiiriiriL;' deserted and unused. It is how- 
evv:r !<■■•■!'! ;:i •’'ood repair from the income of its 
endowments. 

Ourzon Statue. 

Facing the north or the main entrance of the 
Victoria Memorial Hall,’ but outside the compound 
and right in the middle of the spacious public 
road called " Queen’s Way,” is a stately bronze 
f^tatue of Lord Curzon. He is seen dressed 
in the robes of a Peer, standing high upon^ a 
niiignihcent ]>cdosta]. which i.'^ der-orr.trl vrith 
enibossed ivpresentaiions of diiu-i-ei i , 

events in his administration. On r,r_:f o:' 

bronze let into the four sides of the pedestal can be 
seen the Delhi T): l•b;il• .\ss..:i!ib''y, r. .•' j.'rd of the Ira- 
pc'rial Cad('t Cor:-s, i: ,• \''ci.'.;ria Ms-ni-)“i:; ■ Hall, and 
the d’ajiiiaha! of x\gra, the last, doubtless, referring 
to hi.s scheme of restoration of anciort n o’-'n’^ic^-'t'^ 
wliilc carved out of u I. in- .-loiic a-‘e io! r < < - ' k.l. 
resting ai llu- fou.-- core '■■•■= fin tiie rop < 'I pc .1 
On the gins juv !);ni{:!!i; s ■■■’ loru.s hi:*- I u" 
of India, and of Sar: swaii. r'n.' gocldv"-- o k ni’.L 
referring nmbr.bly to the re-organisny: oi’ nni'.-er- 
sity ..:!nca:ion and revival of (a-itnn.ai learning. 

The p ^ ! 1 ■■ ■ fi c ceniro' of a raised 

platform o; .re ■■ ■ ■ . is ascended ’:■> a flight 

of eight sti- : ■ ■ ■■■ corners of the platform 

are seen ■. ., ■ ■■ ^ representing Peace,,. 

Commerce, Famine Keiief and Agriculture. 
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The great Viceroy is seen looking towards the- 
superb Tnemorial which he had planned and had long, 
before seen in his mind’s eye raising up its graceful 
head adorning the famous Maidan of the Premier- 
City of the Indian Kni))ire. Surrounded by the 
green expanse the white pile with its well propor- 
tioned dome appears so impressive from a distance^ 
specially when seen with the beautiful daybreak or,, 
the glamour of a setting sun in an oriental sky as a 
background, that often one is reminded of the words, 
of the Persian poet : 

“ So exquisite it appeared surrounded by an' 
extensive garden, that it seemed as if a. 
pure wliite egg has been placed on ther 
azure-tray ” (Sky). 

Victoria Memorial. 

The idea of building this superb edifice in- 
memory of the great Qnoen-F.nipr.'ss. was thought of 
by Lord Ourzon in 1001.. Tii.' pnlatiril white- 
building is surmounted by a loftv c<-ni:r;i! donu?. and' 
has small kiosk-like turrets with gi-iiec'i'iil niin.irettes- 
situated at the four corners. The building is 
situated in a beautiful garden interspersed wiflv 
ornamental waters. This edifice vhc Tu] ?Ylahal,‘ 
of the British. It is built in pu.'V' wlihe mcirble. 
The design was completed by Sir V\'il!i!-!!n Emerson 
in 1903. Messrs. Martin & Co. -of Calcutta are the 
builders. It took 15 years to complete. The- 
estimated cost of sixty lakhs of rupees was raised 
entirely by public subscription. The building 
occupies the site of the old Presidency Jail noted as 
the prison where Raja Xaiula T\ui!!i!i- vViis confined.*’ 

* The house now occupied by the Free School in Free School* 
Street was the residence of Mr. Justice Le Maistre who com- 
mitted Nanda Fumar for f’-inl on a rhnrjrc of” forgery and* 
ordei’ed him to bo c-.)!!-nnr-(l hi U c Pvcsidinscy .Fiiil. 
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'The grounds and the scirroundings are most 
tastefully laid out. The ■^■ictol■hl. Memorial 
Collection has been housed in this building, and is 
a national museum of great historical interest. The 
foundation-stone was laid in 1906, when King 
George V visited India as Prince of ’Wales. His 
Majesty inspected the progress of _ the building 
operations during his visit to Calcutta in 1912. The 
■\actoria Memorial Hall w'as opened in State by 
H. E. H. the present Prince of Wales in January 
1922. The main entrance is to the north. Inside the 
garden immediately in front of the steps leading to 
the north entrance and facing Queen’s Way is a 
majestic bronze statue of Queen Victoria, seated on 
a throne. The south gate has a lofty white marble 
i!i‘C;i si.-nourdf:'! by a fine equestrian statue of the 

l\ii.„- IClwisi-fl \TI in a Field-Marshal’s uniform, 
XT. -P. H. The Duke of Connaught, 
in ■ . the south entrance of the 

on ■■■' ■' . . Within the garden and just 

in front of the steps ot the south entrance of tlie 
building is a handsome statue of Lord Curzon, in 
spotless white maihle. The three sides of the carved 
marble pedestal of the statue illustrate some 
imi)or!:int event of his administration. In front 
hr is s-,ow;! re:<-i‘:^i-‘;_ !':e chieftains of the 

e*iern I'roiu IV'-ovinces who are paying 
!j;ei'' i'.iii.-u'ia.'ici' :o !!:e- ih-i'J-'h Crown. On the east 
face l.i; i.-* ir'.>pi;('iir;g ti’.e work of restoration of 
ancient inonimiciits ; on the west he is shown 
encouraging the piomotion and development of 
indigenous industries and extending railway com- 
munications. The open grounds south of the 
‘Memorial huildiugs will hr- rrmemhorcd ns having 
heci! used as an Acroiii'ojuc: for the lualian aerophu'es 
d;:; '!:.: 1 iie iamcus lh;!ue io 'I’okio iliulu :n I ho hniing 
oi 1029. 

Race Course. 

The Pace Course in Calcutta is a famous 
institution and is about two miles long. It lies to 
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the west of tlie Victoria Memorial bnilcling at the 
s(}rttli end of tlie Maidan. The racing season begins 
in November and continues till the middle of March. 
There is also a monsoon meeting. The Christmas 
week is a great alfmclion. The Viceroy’s Cup, 
which is inn during this imH'ting. is a gi'eat society 
event. Betting is brisk and heavy. The Boval 
Calcutta Turf Club was o.stablishcd ^ in 186 L 
Opposite the Eace Course is the Station Bospital for 
British troops. 


CHAPTEE VI. 

Dalhoiisic Square and Other Places of Historic 
Interest N ear It . 

Dalhousie Square. 

This is th(' most im]K)rtnn1 part of Calcutta, 
with all the Oovernment and commercial offices 
round it. It has also the greatest historical associa- 
tion for the British. Its old name was “ the tank 
square in the middle of the city ” nnd an older name 
“ the Green before the Port.” It was a place ol! 
recreation for the Company's factors vvlio amused 
themselves on the banks of the fish-])ond situated in 
the ndddh- of thv-' -.iiiar<‘. “ Ti dug,” says the 
Du:'-h .\(h'iiri=: Si:!\orin:;s who visimd the Bettlement 
in ITTu, " hi order to provide the inhabitants of 
Calcutta with water, which is very sweet and 
pleasant.” It has always been reputed to possess 
the sweetest water in Calcutta and until the introduc- 
liqn ()! filtered water-supply, was the chief source of 
drinking water for the, Kuropcan community. 

The old Fort William and the Factory House of 
■ the hast India Company occupied the whole of the 
weste'-ii side of the Bcuare. 

Daihoiisic Siquai'c is named after Lord Dalhousie 
who was Govorrior-GencTal of India just before the 
outbreak of the Sepoy Mutiny. It is one of the 
prettiest open spaces' in the city. The green lawn 
iis interspersed with well-laid-out flower beds with 



m 

t'ountain>s pla.yjng' at cacli corner. The turf on the- 
sluhos ronnd 't]>e tank gently sweeps down to the 
rdi-v' oi' the s!!!-.!-klii!g lake the level of which is always 
kep' high. I-V !i.i:;ii< of feeder pipes from the river. 
The Square 'was renovated and improved by Lord 
Curzon . 

At the north entrance of the Square is a fine 
■ . ■-.■t’-v-. Sir John Woodbnrn, who died 

■' i ■' : on the north-west corner is the 

wJiite niurtiie statut; in a seated postnro of Sir Ashley 
Eden. At the nortli-east corner is rhe sraliii' of Sir 
Stewart Bayley; on the east side is that of Sir 
Andrew Eraser; all late T.:r”t>r,"rt rf 

Bengal. At the south-west v, '• -■ ;> ;■ .> 

late Maharajah Sir Luchmissur Singh Bahadur, 
G.C.T.E., of Darbhanga. 

Outside the Square enclosure on the east side 
in Old Court House Street is the memorial obelisk 
of Colesworthey G-rant, the founder of the Calcutta 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,, 
ill the year 1861. 

General Post Office. 

The General Post Office of Galcntta is one of 
ilie most ha-ndsome buildings in the. City. Tt stands 
Oil the west side of Dalliousie Square, and covers a 
part of the site of the old Fort William. This 
graceful domed building with its tall Corinthian 
fiiilars and serni-circidar verandah and beautiful 
flight of steps is the woi-k of the siUTie airlritcct who 
designed Government House, Jiiuii.dy, Mr. Walter 
T). Granville, architect to the G-ovei-mneiit of Tndia. 

Tt is one of the most conspicuous liiadmark.^ in Cal- 
ci.liia and has a large clock with three illuminated 
dials. The foundation-stone was laid in 1864, and 
it was opened to the public in the year 1868. The 
removal of the foundations of the old Fort William 
was very difficult and could only be effected by 
blasting operations as the Muhammadan masons 



THE GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
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used verv thin bridvs laid with a 

of Saorh'hi nr brick dust, lime, molasses, iu'-mn i;!\o 
a mixture ■ ■ ' ■= ■ ■ animal aiui w 

substances . « ' ■ i ■. which, when set, became 

harder thai- ■■ ■ called the Pucca or 

liekhin Work, and never needed the care of a P. W. 
Department. 

At the north-east conuu- of the compound of the 
Genei-al Post Office is the site of the Black Hole. 
The e ilnv. ! !!:.;• in.smidion^ on tablets on the walls 
Rekhk; :i needed the periodical care 
of a P. W. Department. 

“ ■Rcliind the !?iitoway this spot is the- 

situ of the liiack Ifolii pi-is.-n 0 <i !-'o-" U'i’lt.iii.” 

“ The niarhh.* pnvi'nicnt hclow this sjiot was iihiood here by 
Lord ruvzoii. ViciTfty (iml ffOvovnor-noMcral fif hitlifi in 1901, to- 
lllfll'k ill!* .'iF U.' )>:•■ ' yg 

lU.'ii-k Tfoii* in wilt". ' • • ■ tcutta were 

f-oii[lii.‘il on the nitil' •.•fj . .i , ■ which only 

23 came out alive. Thi.s pavement mai‘i!..*5 itie i-xact breadth of 
the prisnn 14 ‘‘‘•'•i tC n-*i -'is Full li‘ii(j;tli 18 feet, about 

the third of i-i; .'ov!; i;'._ >!. ,. !•.• .-i i ond Ijeiii^' covered by the 
building on -vvl l.-i.-d.” 

Black Hole. 

At the north-east corner of the General Post 
Office com])onn(l is a. railed-off enclosure with a 
liahlct indicatin'^ fhc actiail site of the Black Hole 
of i7Hi. Lord (hir/oii iiot the place piived with' 
black marble. 

The Black Hole was the name of tluj small 
niililarv prison of the Old Port, ^^nl^^a,m. Tt 
measured about 18 feet by 14 feet at: the floor and 
wa.s about 18 feet hi«h. Some say ii: was 18 foot 
sfpjari!. It is said that on the nioht of the 20t!r 
Jiim.*, 146 survivors of the j?arrison tliat defended: 
Pori; 'William a{j:ainst the Nawab of Bengal werc- 
couiined in this dungeon. The horrors and sufTcr- 
inp of the victims crushed together and maddened' 
witli thirst and lieat might be Iu.m ter iniagini.'d fliiin 
described. The guards endeavoured m force some 
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water through the iron bars, but in the scramble that 
ensued many were trampled tr 

doors were opened the next r ■; ■■ o:;ly 

23 who survived this agon;^ and trial. 



In fairness to Siraj-ud-Dowla it must be men- 
tioned that he had simply ordered his .officers to 
carefully guard the prison^s for the night and had 
retired to , rest. He was not responsible ior the 
details of^the tragedy. B'olwell is his “ NWrative 
of the Experiences of. the Black Hple ” mentions 
that their incarceration in the Black Hole was. ‘-'the 


fie 

result or revenue and resentment in the breasts of 
•the lo-wer ofiicers ov Jemadars, to whose custody the 
prisoners were delivered, for the number of their 
order killed during the siege.” 

After a critical examination of facts, the Black 
Hole tragedy has been said to be a myth and litera- 
ture on the subject has grown of recent years. One 
however feels inclined to believe that while the 
details are certainly open to grave doubts, and are 
most probably wrong, the story of the Black Hole 
•cannol altogether be a myth as undoubtedly there 
was ii mihiary prison in the fort of that name which 
must hav(' becm nnturnlly utilised to confine at least 
■a certain nurri!K-‘r of piH-.iicrs. if not all of them. 

There is no doubt that it is a phy>!ec’ impos- 
sibility to accommodate 146 persons of o:'.!i::iir_\ si/.(‘ 
in a space 18 feet by 15 feet even if they were laid 
•one on top of another. That there was space for 
people to move about is certain, and is proved by 
Holwell’s statement that “ Mr. Edward Eyre, a 
Member of the* Council, came s!; gerriua- over the 
dead to him (Holwell) and a'-ked ''iu' good- 
naturedly how’- hi' did an.d (.-xpired before he received 
the reply.” ” Holwell himselr, determined to die 
apart from the struggle <1 the windows made his 
way hack from the Ihrong assisted by the strength 
■of a ship’s officer named Carey whose girl wife 
shared his prison and survived him after that night 
of horrors.” 

” Car'dain Mills fnov.- Capfain <•'“ r'-’-.-T-rmy’^ 

Yacht) wlio was in posse.S'ioi'i of a 
had th(‘, liiimanity to ivsigu it. ■ 

■equally dear to exery im>n and the stench arising 
from the dead bodies was grown intolerable.” 

The above quotations not only show that there 
was sufficient room to allow one to walk to and from 
the windows, but the story of the stench arising from 
the bodies so m(m after dejitli shows an exal^geration 
which could only be believed by the English people 
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at “ Horne ” who were not familiar with the actual 
rate of flof‘OTnpf)f!ition of the cadaver in the tropical 
heat of liiflia. 

Jilxaggeration of a feeling of*resen,tment against 
an enemy is not an unnatural failing, especially 
when recruits and hel]) are needed for warfare. It 
is a useful weapon to stir r p the dormant feelings 
siH'cially of fhos-- who have not been actually touched 
mid no ii'clination to rouse themselves and 
avenge a wrong. The student of history has how- 
ever I'o miproach facts and sift them carefully with 
an liiibia.scd mind and then try to arrive at 
conclusions. 

In LoM Curzon’s list thirty more names were 
added to those that Plolwell originally recorded. 

“ This list includes not only the names of those who are 
known to have been killed or to have di(fd in tliis room during 
the siege but also of those who either did nr)t survive to enter 
the prison or afterwai'ds succumbed to its effects." 

Similarly Holwell’s original list is also very 
likely to include the dead from all sources. 

From an analysis of all these' fnets it appears 
very probable that amongst the dead thrown into 
the ditch of the ravelin on June 21st 1756, were 
included not only the bodies of those who died with- 
in the Black Hole prison but also of those who were 
fonnd dead in otho!- pnrt.s of the fort and the barracks. 
Indeed from i!.e evifience bd'ore us it seems unlikely 
that the incident as handed down to us for the 
purpose of rousing our historical ire could ever have 
taken place. 


H^lwell Monument. 

At the north-western corner of Dalhousie 
Square, at the Cher’-o-I: Place and Clive 

Street, stands ■■ I.':- . M.:- --. - ■ Obelisk. It is 

a white marble replica o.r tlio original brick and 
plaster monument erected over tlie grave of the 
victims of the Jilack Hole tragedy. Jolm Zephania 



68 


TTolweil, leader of the fsfarrison that defended the 
fort after Hoger Drake had disgracefully deserted it. 
and one of the few survivors of the tragedy, had 
built the original monument to mark the site of the 
ditch of the unfinished ravelin outside the eastern 
curtain of the fort into which the bodies of the 
victims were thrown on June 21st 1756. This fell 
into disrepair • and is said to have been struck by 
!ig;!i/s!:’g who:) the unsightly remains were removed 
in 1821 under the orders of the Marquis of Hastings. 

It is said that the Governor-General thought 
that this monument was undesirable as likely to 
wound the ■‘eelings of Indians and Europeans alike, 
and recall tht,i meri'.ories of a disaster of a contro- 
versial nature to no purpose. Looking at the 
inscriptions one would think that the removal of the 
obelisk was expedient. 

The original inscription ran as follows : — 

“ Tl.iri horr’d nrt of violence vf ■ deservedly 

revenged on SiraJ-iid-Dov.-!;! by His H / ' ' under the 

■condncl. '' I' ^Vatson and Ooionej. Oiive in 1757.” 

The words confirmed the tradition that horrible 
acts of retaliation and revenge were performed by 
Watson and Olive. 

Lord Macaulay says : — 

” This crime memorable for its singular atrocity, is 
memorable for the tremendons retribution by which it was 
followed. 

Lord Curzon made material alterations in the 
original inscription of Holwell on the memorial 
obriisk put up by him. The bitter reference to the 
personal responsibility of Siraj-ud-Dowla was not in 
the opinion of Lord Curzon justified by the fuller 
knowledge of the facts. 

For some time a lamp-post marked the plaoe 
where the monument stood and then the statue of Sir 
Ashley Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was 
placed over the spot. • 



69 


The statue was removed to r):;l!io;!sit> 
by Lord Ciir^i^on who presented the city wirli jlu; 
present obelisk wbicb lu' phteed ovi'r its o!'i<jfin:i] site.. 
Tt WJ 1 S unveiled by him on i9th December 1902. 

To tlie west of the obelisk, on the walls of the 
Calcutta Coilectorate, is a tablet witli the. following 
inscription : — 

" Sixtef' 2 i fept behind thi.s wall was the entrance of the east 
gate of Old Fort William through which the bodies of those who 
perished in the lilack Hole were brought and thrown into the 
•ditch of the Jiaveliu on the. 21st June 1756.” 

* Custom House. 

The Custom House is situated between the 

‘Calcutta Coilectorate in Charnock Place and the 
East Indian Eailway House in Clive Street. _ It 
occupies portions of the Old Fort William within 
which th('. lirst Custom House found its habitation. 
The foundation of the present building was laid on 
.the 9th February 1819 by Lord Hastings. The walls 
■of the building bear marble tablets with insci'i ptioris 
indicating the limits and position of the 

“Factory TTouse “ and other parts of the Fort. 

The pa V;,'i:ie!n i.s marked with brass lines like, those 

on the floor of the G-eneral Post Otfie-e and East 
Indian Eailway House. 

The tablets have the following inscriptions : — 

” To the west of this tablet extended the range of buildings 
called the ‘ Long Row ’ which contained the lodgings of Oom- 
.pany’s writers and divided the old Port into two section.s. 

The brass lines in the stone on the adjacent ground mark 
the po.sitiori and extent of the construction of the west curtain 
of Old Fort William near where it was met by the Long Row. 

_ The brass linos in the stone on the adjacent ground mark the 
position and extent of a portion of the north wall of the Factory, 
the principal bnilding in the centre of Old Fort William.” 

East Indian Bailway House. 

The East Indian Eailway House is situated to 
the north of the Custom !]fe[otise. It provides 
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accommodation for the Agent’s offices and also 
contains the offices of " the Chief 

Anditor, the General the Con- 

troller of Stores, and the chief officers of the East 
Indian Bail way Company and also the E. I. By. 
Jhess. Tile site occupies the northern limit of 
Eort William and the Water Gate. Brass lines in 
the courtyard indicate the position and a marble 
wall-tablet in the central quadrangle of the building 
has the ibliowing inscription 

•• The brass lines in the stone on (he adjacenl- fri’ouud mark 
the position of the west curtain of Old Koj't William. 

“ This tablet marks the position of the North River Gate 
through which Seraj-ud-DowIa entered the Fort A the evening 
of the 20th June 1756. 

“ Behind this tablet to the south of the gate stood the great 
flagstalf of the Fort.” 

On the north wall of the huildi’- j frci’-g Erirlie 
Place is a tablet with 'the foil) •. i'..: • i;-- ■ . — 

” The ■ •• 1’ ’ the position) 

: • ■ ■ • ■ . • 1 of old Fort 


Writers^ Buildings. 

The Writcr.s’ Buildings is one of the oldest 
edifices in Calcutta. The offices of the Bengal 
Sc.cretariat arc located in this great three-storied 
pile of buildings. It fills the whole northern 
side of Dijlhousic Square, from St. Andrew’s Church 
to (he J-ToKvcIl Aloniuneiit. The name “ Writers’ 
Jhiildiugs,” popularly known as Company Barracks,, 
is derived from the fact that the Blast India n Com- 
pany's junior employees, called writei’s," were 
provided with free quarters in these buildings. 
There were 19 sets of such a])artments which were 
allotted to those writers whose pay wms less than 
Bs. ;-300 per month. In tlio.se days these young men 
lived a mo.st careless life, and,, Writers’’ Buildings 
had acquired a fame for fast livhig.amd lavis.li orgies^ 
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iiardly to be beaten by any chumTnory of modern 
C'ommercial Calcut:;!. Su[)i;c:(jnent lo i!ie withdrawal 
of the privilege oi' pro-viding n-ee rjiia iters to the 
writers, there biiiidings were used us offices by 
merchants and private individuals, till Bir Ashley 
Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, transferred 



the Bengal Secrctarint to it. A han&some new 
frontage was btiiit and extensive new blocks added at 
the back of tlic buildings towards Lyon’s Range. 

The fi-ontage is adorned by a row of classical 
columns and above the facade' over the central 
entrance is seen a statue’ of Britannia and the Royal 


72 


Arms; and from west to east there, are allegoricat 
figures of Science, Agriculture, Commerce and 
Justice, That portion of Writers’ Buildings which 
up till 1908 contained the Bengal Legislative Council 
Chamber, is on the site which was once occupied 
by St. Anne’s Church which got destroyed by fire- 
during storming of the fort by Siraj-ud-Dowia’s 
army. 


LG.S. War Memcrial. 

Occupying the south end of the corridor over 
the central porch of the Bengal Secretariat is a 
memorial obelisk of white marble with the names 
of the membG7-s of the Indian Civil Scvvico from 
Bengal, who fell in action during tluj world-war 
1914 — 38. The moraoriai has been put up by their 
comrades of the service in the provine(^ and was un- 
veiled by H. B. Lord Bonaldshay in 1921. 

Dalhousie Institute, 

This building occupies the centre of the south 
side of Dalhousie Square, exactly opposite Wellesley 
Place leading to the north gate of Government 
House. It was erected “ as a monumental edifice 
to contain within its walls stanies and hu.sls of 
great men.” 

The Dalhousie Testimonial Fund and the funds 
raised to commemorate the heroic deeds of the 
distinguished men of the Mutiny in 1857, supple- 
mented by public subscription to the extent of 
Rs. 30,000 were appropriated for its erection. The 
hall is available for lectures, concerts, dances and 
other entertainments.-, It , also contains a' library, 
reading-room and a billiard-rooin,- The hail is of 
handsome design — ^90 feet ‘by 4§ feet— with a raised 
platform at one end.- TTie .wills are lined with 
marble with a semi-circular roof idc'hly decorated. 
The Institute building was ’-tacked on to the entrance 
portico which is much older and. was erected in or 
about 1824. The foundation of the Institute was 
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;Ia.id on the 4th March 1856 with Masonic rights in 
ithe presence of* Sir Cecil Beadon, the then Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal. 

There is a fine statue of the Marquis of Hastings 
M the ontTunce portico, but a large number of busts 
and poc! ba.vc bccMs removed to the Victoria 
Memorial Hail. 



The Central Telegraph Ofl&ce. 

It is a conspicuous red building situated at the 
'Corner of Old Court House Street and Dalhousie 
Square South. The huildiug stands upon a high 
plinith, about 4 feet 6 inches high, with three wings, 
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one facing Old Court House Street while the other 
two form the centre and west wings. The total 
height of the building is 62 feet above the plinth, 
and the tower, which is of the shape of an Italian 
Campanile, is 120 feet high. 

The central entrance is of handsome design with 
well-proportioned columns and cornices beautifully 
decorated. On the right hand wall of the public 
ve.stibule is a memorial tablet erected in commemora- 
tion of the victims of the Manipur rising of 1891, in 
which the Chief « Telegraph Super- 
intendent and hi- The original 

design of the building was made in 1868 and the 
ground cleared in 1870, but the building was not 
commenced till 1873. 


Currency Office. 

It is an imposing edifice in Old Court House 
r.f priT-o-u-’G Square, built 
in ■ i , ;i -i < > I • o !,•• •• (•: • V. •! ■ a wrought-iron 

ga- ■ ■■ •'■j, . !i lly built for the 


To:- its pre.sont piu’poso. The central hall is lighted' 
!>> skyiig!ii>: s,i!-oiindir:g liiroc largo domes and con- 
tains the exc^nge counters for notes, gold, silver 
and small coimge. The mint forwards the coin to 
the Cnrrcucv Office — the bulk of the silvcii- is sent 
I'ViiM! hero to William to be k(q)t in a strong 
viiiilf. lii the Currency Oflice also is a vault of 
ma-sive isuisonry. the walls and floors of which are 
lined with iron and which has an iron door 6 inches 
in iliicikness. furlher pfoloctod by a second iron door 
and liisi of all by massive iron gratings. In this 
strong room ’ ’ a working reserve of the current 
coins of the realm are kept. 


Mission Row. 

Mission Eow, now a business quarter, was 
formerly known as the Rope Walk, and formed the 


eastern boundary of Lai Dighi or the great tank in 
.Dahioiisie Square which kept the tcnipcrntnre of the 
Walk cool and refreshing. Like the Secretary’s 
Walk, it formed a famous promenade for over- worked 
and old Civilians. The Hope 'Walk derived its name 
from the fact that none excepting high European 
officials were allowed to walk within the rope 
enclosure. Opposite the Old Mission Church in this 
road is a tablet in the wall of a house indicating that 
it was the house of General George Manson, one of 
the members of the Council of Wairen Hastings. In 
the same road to the south of the Church is another 
tablet over the house of another member of the 
Council, General Sir John Clavering. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Some Old and Interesting Places of Worship. 

Kalighat. 

A visit to Ealighat must not be omitted. This 
is the shrine of the patron goddess of Calcutta and 
is visited from the misty days of tradition by 
thousands of pilgrims all over the country. The 
sni-’ctity of Knlikshetra dates back ^f pre-historic 
tiiucis iiiul is siiid to be due to the fact that pieces 
of the toe of the right foot of Kali or Sati, the wife 
of Siva, severed b\ il.u‘ (;li.jlNT:i of Vishnu, fell on 
the site on which the shrine now stands. It is 
narrated that Daksha, the father of Sati, does not 
invite his son-in-law Mahadeb or Shiva to a great 
sacrificial banquet in his house. Sati is indignant 
as all the gods e\co|>ring her master are present; 
Daksha nor oniy docs noi give any explanation for 
the apparent slight but hurts the feeling of his 
daughter by referring to Mahadeb in insulting 
terms. Siiti i.s cut to Ihe (juick and commits suicide. 
Mahadeb le!!rn.s of ibis and immediately arrives on 


the scene and picks up the deati body of his wife* 
and dances madly about threatening destruction to* 
the whole world. The Mindus iila^ the ancient 
G-reeks believe in a triad, Brahma the Creator. 
Vishnu the Preserver and Shi--' B ^ > 

wdien Ahihadeb is seen in an : d ■■r..r 



THE KALIGHAT TEMPLE; 

with the dead body of Sati on his shoulders, the gods 
•arc 'thrown into consternation and seek through 
Brahma, the Creator the protection of Vishnu the 
Preserver, who in order to save creation from the 
wrath of the bereaved Destroyer ffings his disc- 
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“ Sudarsan Gliakra ” at the body of Sati and cuts 
it into 51 pieces which fall in a scattered shower on 
earth. Every spot of earth where fragments of the 
liodV of Sati fell, became from that moment 
:! iioly Mivji. i}i.<..g!!:i;;t with divine spirit of Bati (Kali). 

Kali is not only the patron goddess of the 
Shaktas and the Tantric Hindus, but this goddess 
depicted as decked with the garland of human skulls 
and armed vhth a Khanra (the sacrificial sword) in 
one hand and the bleeding head of a human victim 
in another, has also been the dreaded goddess of the 
aborigines and of thieves, robbers and thugs. Vows 
are made to her previous to .storting' on mnrauding 
expeditions and .s]:e is ],>ropitii.i ted wiili ilie Idood of 
Imrnan victirns. .o'ood-stiiined pa'.cnocnr. at one 

end of the shrine at Kalighat wiP be. "-tier'd ^7’ 
visitor. Here about 50 goats are -e .-i;. . 

The visitor will also notice at ono corner of the com- 
pound of the temple a tree t'),.' b'-ar:c!:c.s of wliiclj are 
drooping witli tlie load of Mn,i.Hi:ii,:s ca’ vows, lied 
pieces of .rags a nd coloured threads. These represent 
the vows and offerings from women desiring children 
and other things, 'r.-'i!-; an.-uial luili Puja. is held 
in the month of (’)ciober wii.''i gi-cMi,- pomp and 
ceremony. 

The Kalighat tram-car from Eiiiplanade junction 
can take the visitor within a short distance of the 
shrine for three annas. 


Jain Temples. 

The Jain Temples of Pareshnath are a group of 
most artistically inade buildings smd ai-e situated in 
a very pmtty a nd well-laid-oiit garden. The visitor 
.shoiil'l Tio! onii;- it from his itinerary and should also 
sc:i! ri'.i- .S'/i-'s/; Vlahal or the house of mirrors in it. 

The Jain religion inculcates that regard for life . 
is the highest virtue and no Jain would, if he 


«an help it, deprive a creature of life. Tlieir 
tenets include belief in re-incarnation and tlieir mode 
■of worship is like that of other Hindus. The Mar- 
waris and Bhatias of Barabajsar are mostly all Jains. 
The annual procession from the stronghold of the 
Jains at BarabaKar to the Jain Temple is one of the 
most gorgeous sights in Calcutta. 



THE JAIN TEMPLE. 

The 'p.-’-'-r''-:- r ■' H- B ;an off Upper 
Circular l - ;i the Sealdah 
Station. The turning off, Upper Circular Boad, 
which leads to the Temples, is ma,rked by two pillars 
or gate posts of beautifully coloured crazv china. 
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The Temples are visible soon after the road is entered 
and the entrance is through a large gate-house of 
the Nawbatkhana style. An inscription on it shows, 
that the shrine was erected in 1867 by Rai Buddree 
Das Bahadur, Court Jewellers. 

Bhot Mandir. 

A visit to this place should be made by a taxi 
or a ticca gharry from 'llo\v?-ah Station. The 
temples are situated in G-hoosery in Howrah, near 
the bank of the river in the locality known as Bhot- 
Bagan, named after this old Buddhist monastery 
built by Warren Hastings in 1775. This sanctuary 
and the ndjnininQ' uunrtors served as guest-house for 
the I JluiriUicisc traders who came down to Calcutta, 
in large numbers and got free quarters in the garden 
compound. The locality wns called Bhutia Bagan 
which means the garden of the Bhutanese and has 
now been corrupted into Bhot Bagan and the temple 
which was originally called Bhutia or Bhotani- 
Mandir is now similarly called Bhot Mandir. The 
sacred I'oohs and 'rihotan images in the temple 
were sent by the Tashi Lama. Warren Hastings 
had established commercial relations with the 
Tibetans and in 1775 sent a successful mission 
to the Tashi Lama which was followed by a friendly 
mission from the Tibetans headed by Puran Gfir 
Gosain who later on v.-a^ csl.ahlished the Mahant 
or chief priest of this "Mandir. He was killed during 
iifi all !!(*;< i>y (hujoifs on the monastery which was 
rej)i:l;,-(i lo lie very ric!-. His grave can be seen near 
the hiif icinpic. 

The Parsee Fire Temple. 

The bigger one is situated in Metcalfe Street, 
off Bow Bazar Street, and the smaller one at 26, Ezra 
Street. It is crdlcd Cie .If; ''.'free, or fire house. The 
sacred fire is mad..-- by icixing flic fire used for cook- 
ing the food in sevi-n housoholds including that of 
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the Governor of tlie Province to which is added a 
piece of sacred fire from a previous tcmjjle. Once 
consecrated, it is kept up perpetually and never 
allowed to extinguish. Priests continually watch it 
by turns, night and day, year in and year out. The 
sacred fire of the big temple in Metcaife Street was 
consecrated on 12th October, 1912.^ Prom the vault 
of the roof of the temple swung iron chains, each 
su.spending a bell. A round pedestal in the centre 
has the silver hraxier containing the sacred fire. No 
one excepting the priest, who can be recognised by 
his white garment, can enter this place. Visitors 
can have a look from outside. 

There is a Parsee Dharamsala in Bow Street, 
where Parsee new-comers are provided with board 
and lodging free of charge. 

Jewish Synagogue. 

The Jewish Synagogue is a fine red brick 
building of the Italian Penaissance style of architec- 
ture. In appearance it looks like a Christian Church 
and has a tall .spire con.spicuous from afar. It is 
situated at 109, Canning Street. The decorations 
inside are very itup!x.ssivi! and l iclily iiuisiiod. Then; 
is an inscription which runs thus — 

“Elias David f'oseph E/vn, thn father of ihe .Tc\v:.«}i corn- 
munity, who, to oi'thodox p-iiioif) e«. ii*i'i.c(l a .-s-j.'-eopt.iblft 

■of all that is good. This -SyMi-goCxO. Miigiiian 

David, was built at his so!t: ov|ie’i.«e r/i! a sbe :.o llie 

old Synagogue Nevah Shalcni. He was born on' the 20th 
February 1880.” 

There is another Jewish Synagogue called Bait 
El, at 26, Pollock Street. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, which is popularly known 
as the Lat Clrja, on account of tlie fact that the 
Governors and l-Jie Viceroys attend Divin-o Service 
here,' is .situated near the south-east corner of the 
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Maidan on Chowringhee Eoad, and is a building of 
Indo-Gotbic design with a tall graceful spire 201 
feet high. The foundation was laid in October 1889. 
Major W, N. Forbes, Bengal Fnginrers, prepared 
the design and s‘ifK-:-iniejv.!c'ii irs exccM.iion. Frona 
east to west the iuiiidijig iiseasurfis 2 !7 feel , the main 
■ontranco being at the west end. Inside are memorial 
i.iiba'ls 10 ii:i!i!y noiiables of Calcutta and India. 
'I'iirre is a, large v.Ti ire marble statue of Bishop Hcber 
placed in the vestibule. It originally occupied the 
•eastern verandah of St. John’s Cinirch and was 
removed from there to its preseni. sirc' by Bi.>lic)p 
Wilson. 

The Governor’s seat is on the south side; six 
seats are arranged in a row below and are reserved for 
the Government House party. The Bishop’s throne 
is placed on the south-east corner. 

The Bi.sliop’s residence is situated on the 
eastern side rif Chowringhee Eoad facing the 
Cathedral. Tt is an imposing building with a fine 
colonnade of pillars with Ionic capitols and was 
'known as “ The J?alacc,” until the prcsient Metro- 
politan of India, Bishop Foss Westcott in 10-22, 
•changed its name from “ The Palace ” to “ Bishop’s 
House ” and it is now known b}’’ this title. 

St. John’s Church. 

Tt is situated at the junction of Conncil House 
Street with Hastings Street, Church Lane bounding 
its western limits, it was the Cathedral of Calcutta 
be fore St. Paul’s in Chowringhee was built. It is 
■designed on the of St. Stephen’s Church, 

Walbrook, of whieli Sir Clirisiopber W'ron wa.s iho 
architect. 'I'li."- bniicica- was .Lieiil:. James .\. .:\gg, 
•of the Bcrgal I^llg5^e(■e•s. Tlie building is made oT 
■stone broughr iroru Gour, the ancient capital of 
Bengal under ! he Muhainmadan Paidian kings. It is 
popularly (;a!!(;',l Pafliar-I.a-Cirjn , and has a flat 
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roof which measures 7,400 sq. feet and a spire 174 
feet hif^h. A mural tablet says that — 

“ the first .siorie (tf this Imilcling, raised by the liberal and 

voluntary .suli''(*rii)ti(iti of Bril ;.'!■■ snlijerts and others, was laid 
under the aiispices of the Jh n'hlc Hastings, Esq., 

(b.vernoi- (ietieiiil of India, rn sin 6:h d.iy of the month of 
Afii'il ].7f)4 .■(iiil in (lie 13th Yi-ar i.f < rnment. 



St. JOHN’S CHURCH. 

It was cnnsocrp.teci in 1787 durir." the time of 
the Marqni.s of ( ('■riswollis. '.I'ho rv.j.i!i entrance of 
tlic bi!il(]in<j[ wp.c oi'ifn'nid-v at the oiisi end which is 
now closed n.ithou^h the portico and the steps still 
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remain. The most frequented entrance is the iron 
gate at the junction of Council House Street and 
Hastings Street. 

This Church is built on the grounds of the old 
graveyard of the East India Company, and many 
monuments over the graves of the notables of the 
time can be seen. For instance, there is one to Sir 
John Goldsborough , who was Admiral of the Fleet 
and who traced out the walls of the Old Fort William 
in 1693. There is a mausoleum over the grave of 
Job Gharnock and his family, built in 1694 soon after 
his death by his son-in-law Sir Charles Byre, the 
first President of Fort William. The stone was 
brought from the Pallavaram gneissic quarry near 
Madras which has ever since been called Charnock- 
ite. We see here the tomb of Admiral Watson who 
with Clive re-captured Calcutta from Seraj-ud- 
Howla. The toinb^torf.^ of Lady Canning is a very 
i\Mrii!rki;!)lc cc'iiui.ipl: s’ in counted by a beautiful and 
■('liiboniro Tonic cros'.. li was originally erected on 
licr gravii at rkwrackpci!-:' in November i861 but was 
lu'ought. iVoin i! , ■ -T 1 ■- Paul’s Cathe- 
dral whence it ’ ■■ ■■ .r- , •-« d ;o i:-- present site. 

There is a domed pavilion over the grave of 
“ Begum Johnson.” She was a remarkable society 
woman, widow of four husbands and grnnd-m other of 
England’s Prime Minister, the Earl of LivorpooL 
She was the daughter of Edward Crook, GJhvcmor of 
Bengal. In November 1741, .she married Perry 
Temple (Percy Purple Templer, nephew of Thomas 
Braddyll^ then Governor of Calcutta), who left her a 
widow in I7 !7. 1 n :he •‘‘ohowing November she » 
rna,rried a Ih-mra! (■:vi’ii:'i narnrd .'Ja.tuos Atkin, who 
died of small-pox within 12 days. When the next 
November came round she married Mr. William 
Watts, who was the chief of the factory at Eassim 
Bazar near Murshidabad. When Ser;;.!-i!d-Dow!;i 
seized the factory and sent Mr. and Mn-s. Watts as 
prisoner to Murshidabad she was befriended by the 
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grand-iiiother of the young Nawab who interceded for 
her and had her convoyed in safety to the French 
Settlement in ChandeniiigorB. She had one son 
and two (laiigiders from Mr. Watts. Her elder 
daiighlcr, Ihiiiiiii Watts, married Charles Jenkinson, 
lirsi I'jirl of [/ivorpool; their son became the Prime- 
Minister of England. In her 50th year Mrs. Watts- 
married Chaplain Johnson, but refused to go to- 
England on his retirenu’iit and remained in Calcutta 
where she died in 1812. Lord Wellesley allowed her- 
to choose her last resting-place near Admiral Watson 
and Job Charnock. She was never tired of speaking 
of the kindness she received from the old Nawab 
Begum of Murshidabad and her frequent allusion to- 
her gave her the nick-name of “ Begum Johnson.” 

To the west of the monument known as Eohilla 
ph i.s ii ruimorial of Billy Spake, the 16-year- 
oM nnd.shipmim the Kent, who lost his leg during 
ciie ciii inr.- of I'o!! Orleans in Chandernagore. This 
l.'ul is .--lid :o refused to. be attended to until all 
the others had received medical aid. He was brought 
to Calcutta and was treated in the hospital which- 
was situated near this graveyard and died of tetanus. 
Tt was near this grave that in 1898 an archaeological 
find of great interest was made, the foundaMon- 
stoiie of tlie Coil Dragon and Crouching Tiger Fort 
built .in the Island of Chusan in 1651 A.D. It 
can be seen in the Endian Mu^oiu i at Chowrmghee. 
How the foimdation-storio of liic Doigon. and Tiger 
stronghold found its way to Sr. .lolin's ('!'.!:!'cli is a 
mystery that has not yet been solved. 

While on a visit to 8t. John’s Chnrch one might 
* conveniently visit JVarran T-Tastirigs' Town Besid- 
cnce. :\ tablet on the wall of premises jSTo. 7, 
Hastings Street marks the place. The building is 
now occupied by Messrs. Burn & Co. and they have 
preserved the old furniture and things wdricJi are kept 
in a room just as they stood in the time of Warren- 
Hastings. Permission can be obtained to visit the- 
place. 
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Warren Hastings lived here after he married his- 
second wife, the beautiful Wndaine imhoif. 

On the wall of No. 7, Church i.r-re r teb^et 
marks the residence of David Hare (17V;" ' ’ 

pioneer of the cause of English educati; i V . 
The house occupied the corner of the junction of 
Hare Btrccfc and Church Lane on the site_ of which 
now stands Ezra. Ten-ace. The tablet is on this; 
building on the side facing the Judge’s entrance of 
the Small Cause Court. 

Old Mission Church. 

The Old Mission Church is in Mission Bow 
behind Dalhousie Square East. The Church 
was founded in 1772 and is the earliest exist- 
ing Protestant Church, It was built out of his 
wife’s fortune by John T<'-r--rr,nfl~r. a 

Swede wl)o liad jollied the 0 i ' !?,■ '■ g 

a red brick-built building it was popularly called LdV 
Girja. On the death of his first wife Iviernander 
married Anna Wooley, a rich widow, who bequeathed 
her jewels to the Mission. With this Kicrnander 
built the school and the Parsonage. The Church 
stands on the site of the house of Lady Bussell who 
was a daughter of Morse, the G-overnor of Madras, 
and a gi'cni -grand-daughter of Cromwell. When St. 
John’s Cathedral was closed for repairs, the old" 
Mission Church was utilised as the place of worship - 
by the Governor-General. 

The Church Mission Society was given this 
building in 1870. The steeple fell in the earthquake 
of 1897 and has not been re-built since. It is said' 
that a Muhammadan lady, named Wali-un-Nissa 
Begum, the daughter of a Haji and an inhabitant of 
Jeddah, was baptized in this Church in February 
1871. A tablet has been inserted to commemorate- 
this unusual event. 

St. Andrew's Church. 

This Church forms a striking landmark to the- 
north-east of Dalhousie Square. It is seen from the- 
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i'artlaest end of the Ked lioad in the Maidan dominat- 
ing (31d Court Flonse Street and the great cock on 
its high steeple is visible even from a longer distance. 
The site is of liistoric interest as on it stood the Old 
Court House in which in 1775 the sensational trial of 
Nund Kumar was held, as also that of Philip 
Francis, Member of Council and Warren 

Hastings, who, unabashed by - ; hi,, he had 

a wife and five children in England, paid undue 
attentions to Madame Grand, the wife of a young 
writer, and had to compensate the outraged husband 
with a sum of 50,000 sicca rupees. The trial lasted 
from 18th January to 6th March 1779. 

The foundation-stone of the kirk was laid on St. 
Andrew’s Day, November 30th 1815, with Masonic 
■rites, the Governor-General being present in state. 
The Countess of Loudon and Moira, afterwards 
Marchioness of Hastings, was present at the 
•ceremony and always used to attend this Church 
whence it was popularly called “ Lat Salieb ka 
Girja.” The main entrance is to the south of the 
building and has a handsome porticc 
lofty Doric pillars at the top of a high ■ 

The carriage entrance to the north was subscribed 
for by the congregation in 1830. 

There is an interesting story attached to this 
'Church. It is said that Doctor James Bryce, a 
Presbyterian minister, and Doctor Middle-ton. the 
first .\pgli(;ar) Ris!:.on in Lr.di:;. were •r.‘ive!iing our 
to tills country in in;- siui’e hoc.i and ii.s''d [o break 
the monotony of tlie voyage by acliirious coniiv) 
versioa. 'I'ho Bisloi) is sakl vo liave per-isied iha! 
■spire '.vijs ilu' (ivfdu.-^dvo prcvogaiive of il’c Church of 
England. Dr. Bryce is reported to I-iivo y'ororted 
that he w-onld bnild a kirk whose spire would soar 
higher than the steeple of St. John’s Cathedral and 
he would nKe.'' r e-^ck upon its summit to crow 
defiance v e Us' Dr. Bryce kept his word 
.and bmit y = ( ■ i.-c’- ; 'ihc Scotlivsh community liad 

no kirk and used to meet in the rooms of the Asiatic 
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Bociety. It is said that as a result of the influence- 
of the Bishop, tlie Public Works Department was 
forbidden to repair the cock, but the bird has never- 
theless maintained its exalted position for over 
a o'cntnry, crowin" defiance to narrow-minded 
douoiniiiiitioiiai hip’otry. 

St. James’ Church. 

Situated at 167, Lower Circular Road, it is 
conspicuous on account of its double steeple and 
iif'iicc nopiii.'.i'iy known as the Jora Girja or the twin 
(.■hurcii. 'I'iie architecture is of Gothic style. It is 
one of the High English Churches and can seat about 
500 persons. The Church was built in 1862 by 
Rev. Jaibo, whose painting can be seen in the 
Church. There is a Hiu' jirocc-ssional cross in this 
Church which was use-l at ’^t. .laiiu'.'''’. Delhi, for the 
Delhi Durbar Services in 1907. 

St. James’ was tlie only Church in Calcutta with 
two stccplc=5 till tile Chiircii of St. Teresa was built 
in ISO:} |>\ li;,. Homan Catholics. It is built in 
< ioi ;;!<■ '«!y!i,.' in ivi| brick and is situated a little higher- 
up at 92-1, Lowcm- Circular Road, on the opposite- 
side of the same roud ii.s St. James'. It is said this 
Church was built by the Roman Catholics with the 
idea of not being done down by the heretical Church 
of MriTii’-d. the building cannot compare with 
the .■■le .io'ci nre and the beautiful grounds of St. 
James’ Church. 

St. Stephen’s Church. 

^St. Sfephen’s Cinire.h is the Parish Church of 
11' hi 1^ O'.' ’ 0 . Dian oiid ITaj-boiir Road and can be- 
:'\ iMdderpoiV; and Bohiila tram-cars. It is 
O'” '' !'■> slender spi'v- and i.s considered one 

ol ihc pfettiest in Bengal, The compound is* 
i)eiiutiridly laid out. It was founded in 1846 in the 
area known as Surman’s gardens in the days of the- 
.Mast India Company. The magnificent' marble- 
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rpulpit “ courageously true to mediajval ideas is well 
worthy of attention.” It was presented by Bev. 
W, K. Firminger who rescued it from an under- 
taker’s shop in Bentinck Street. The Church 
contains memorials of many people, 

including James Henry Johnson, ( e.Mmiaiule!: B-. N 
who had fought in the Battle of Trafalgar. 

Near this Church is Hastings’ Bridge built in 
1833. It was the first iron bridge in India and near 
it stood the gallows from which Nunda Kumar was 
hanged in 1775. 

The Greek Church of our Blessed Eedeemer. 

This is situated in Amratola Street off Canning 
Street and near the Portuguese Cathedral Yard. It 
is within walking distance of Clive Bow across 
Canning Street. It was founded by Alexias Argecry , 
'the first well-known Oreelc to settle in Calcutta. 
His remains are buried in the adjacent graveyard. 
While on a voyage to Mocha and Jeddah in 
company with Captain Cudbert Thornhill as an 
interpreter, the ship wa.s caught in a storm and he 
vowed to build a Greek Church in Calcutta should he 
ever return in safety. H(‘ obtained the permission 
of Government to fulfil his laumi.-e. In:l (iioil before 
■ executing the work whieli wa.^ iici'Oir!|)li-bc(! ci'ror lu'.- 
death. The work of consiri’c: ion ums srm’i.od in 
1870. The first priest of :iii.s ('..'■urch Wii.s rhe 
celebrated Parthenio who served iis ■,! nicdol !'or 
■Christ in Zoffany’s painting of rl “ l.asi Snj'.per " 
which can be seen in Ht. Johi'.'s Giiurch. 

Cathedral of our Blessed Lady of the Rosary. 

This is the old Portuguese Cathedral at 
Murgihaita. It is situated at 15, Portuguese Church 
Street, off the north end of Canning Street. The 
site was granted to some Augustin ian missionaries 
in ^ the time of Charhock. They built a humble 
edifice of mud and thatch in 1700; it was replaced 
hv a brick chapel. It is remarkable that this 


Catholic Church escaped destruction while the- 
Protestant St. Anne’s Church was burnt by the- 
troops of the Nawab in 1756. Its records, however, 
perished when the city was re-captured, by the 
English; the Catholic priests were expelled and 
their Church was a])propriate(l I’or the use of the- 
(rovornor and his Council, together witli the rest of 
;ho i Proiestarst community for three years. 

They however found the old Portuguese Church too- 
damp and unwholesome and built a Cathedral of their 
own ; and the Church was restored to its owners in 
1779. The old building was pulled down and the 
existing Cathedral was erected in its place almost 
entirely at the cost of two ^ 

Joseph and Louis Barretto. T- <- 
was. laid on 12th March 1797, and tlie Cathedral was 
consecrated on 27th November 1799. In the grave- 
yard of this Church are the remains of the first 
Archbishop of Calcutta, Paul Geothals. There is a 
marble tablet for Patrick Joseph Carew, Archbishop- 
of Edessa, obit ISoo, the founder of the famous St. 
Xavier’s College. A most interesting relic is in 
the School-house, to the east of the compound. 
Here a, couple of grave-stones lie under the east wall 
of the class room. A white marble memorial tablet 
records that near this place are interred the remains 
of Mary Carey, wife of Peter Carey, Mariner, who 
survived the tragedy of the Black Hole and died in 
Calcutta on 8th March 1801, aged 00 years. This^ 
tablet has been erected by the Government of 
Bengal. 

The Church of “ Our Blessed Lady of Dolours.” 

This Cluurch — popularly called the Baithakkhana 
Chin-c'h — is situated in 147, Bowbazar Street east, 
and neiir its iunction with Circular Eoad. Sealdah’ 
and Circular Road tram-cars pass by it. 

tlic documents in' the archives of the 
Portuguese Mission it appears that the Church was- 
founded in 1809 by Mrs. Grace Elizabeth. 
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There is however an account juiblislied in the 
“ Calcutta Keview ” of 1846, in wfiicli it is said that 
the Baithakkhana Church was founded in 1809 by 
E. Shaw. Thi.s »})|):irc!!(]y uavc rise to the conflicting 
statement regarding the jKnsf'n-idiiy of the foundress. 
Further iuvcsiigations ir-.w; siiov, n Mrs. E. 

Shaw is the same person as Grace Elizabeth, and she 
was born in Chittagong in 1754, and died in Calcutta 
in 1818. 

It is said that she was a Muhammadan convert 
to Christianity, but judging from her picture in the 
Chuj-cb, her aj)j)oa ranee, dress and ornaments suggest 
rather a Tamil Hindu origin than the supposed 
Islamic descent. 

Grace Elizabeth is said to h'" B'c dnurf'^to’' of 
Mary de’Eozario who belonged to : .. . >> :>nte 

in Calcutta who were Madras "ome 

members of the family were high domestic servants 
■of Sir Eyre Coote. She -was apparently a lady of 
great i)io”ty n.nd unusual business capacity, which is 
demonstratcal by the clear and precise directions 
which slie giivc to the trustees regarding the manage- 
ment of the Church. The finances were invested in 
Company’s paper ” and provision was made for 
the reliei' of orphans and widows. The trustees were 
enjoined not to put off the di.stribuiion of eh ari table 
relief on any account as “ many may not live l.o enjoy 
tins charity,” 

The Church of Our Iiady of the Happy Voyage. 

It is situated in 3, Cullen Place, close to the 
Howrah Bailway Station. Its construction was 
taken in liniid in 1831 , and f:r:i.sh'?d in 1831-. Ealher 
I’aul rii! (li-iuloii. an Iiaii-m. built it a.s u cosi. of TihOOO 
rupcoH. li was inucii visiu'd by Phillijspiiu: Ciiiholic 
sailors who went tliore i.o ask llio I'roicciion of (iod 
and i.!ie Hl(.;s;sc<l X’iraih on iheir jonrnev — very rmich 
in rhe .•■.imu- v.i-y as ilic ^Portuguese- .«ail()rs did, at ihe 
f hiirc;; ill Paiuicl in llio JOrli ami ITih cern-iiries. 
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Mosques. 

Calcutta unfortunately lacks a handsome place- 
of worship for Muhammadans. It is not a matter 
to be surprised at eonsiderin" that the city was an 
entirely , hhurmvnn s.-ttleuauit which grew and. 
developed v. ii;) li-.e decay a. -Mi doxvnfalj of Muham- 
madan power. After Biraj-ud-Dowla captured 



Calcutta and re-named it Alinagar he built a Shalii 
mosque,” at the north-west corner of Writers’ 
Buildings, but it was demolished by Watson and 
Clive after the re-captm’e of the city, in retaliation 
for the damage sustained by St. Anne’s Chapel, 
during the assault on the Fort. 
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The most hfind'^nmp mosque in 

^Calcutta is whiii i> ictMiw?'. as Tippu 

Sultan’s Mosque, -which stands at the comer of 
Esplanade East and Dhurriirntola Street. Its wliite 
domes and slender ininarettes with their gilded 
pinnacles are a pleasing break in the monotonous 
flat-roofed buildings surrounding it. T"*'-' '--'o-ru.’- 

was erected in 1842 by Prince (Thulam > 

the youngest son of Tipu Sultan. Pr- ■■ 

Muhammad was born in 1796 and was the first 
Indian prince to visit England. He went to re- 
pre.seut the cm.^c of the family of Tipu Sultan for 
.sp(‘(;i:,ii considi. ration, who after the Vellore Mutiny 
in 'Mi'.dm.s, v.('!;{' removed to Tohygimgr- near Oal- 
'cutta,.and -'-"'"t- "h-r-” -o/hich were 

•considered !; ..d: lein. He was very 

graciously > i*. : ••:'ajesty the late Queen 

Victoria and created a Knighl (Jrand Cominander of 
the Indian Empire. He was a- very pious person and 
apn i't from building the mosque at IhrurrumtolU' he 
built a similar one at Tollygunge and founded a 
ho.spital and dispensary there for the poor and the 
sick of all communities. This is the modern Russa- 
,pagla hospital at Tollygunge. .\n idea may ])o 
formed of the broad-miuded charity pracrisrid by 
Muslims, from the faci riuii- lie contributed 
50,000 rupees to shirt a fund in the ?\[odi(!al Colh'go 
Hospital for providing pecuniary assistance to con- 
valescent Christian patients who may require help 
or may be destitute of the comforts of life when 
leaving hospital. The other Calcutta mosque which 
deserves mention is what is known as the Bari 
Masjid or the Nakhoda Mosque. It was built by 
^Shamsunnisa Begum, a wealthy Muhammadan lady, 
whose descendants still live in Belliaghatta. Haji 
Hoor jNIohamraad Zakaria, a, Nakhoda merchant of 
Calcutta, became one of the managers and for a 
number of years looked after the estates endowed for 
the benefit of the mosque and the Madrassah 
:attached to it. In the Madrassah, free religions 
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iiistriictiou and Arabic and Persian education are 
l>iven. The mosque has popularly come to be called 
Nakhoda Mosque after the nationality of Noor 
Mohammad Z-'-.-A. ■.I the name of the pious 

founder has . . . ■ ■ Situated in the heart 

locality with well-to-do 
:: , , ■■ the mosque attracts a 

•congregation and employs an Arab or Egyptian 
Imam to lead the prayers. 

His Majesty Amir Habibullah Khan of 
Afghanistan attended the Juma or Eriday prayers 
la-re (iarii'o his visit to Calcutta in 1908. 

Haji Karbalais Imambara. 

Premises No. 10, Portuguese Church Street is 
occupied by tfie Imambara of late Haji Karbalai. It 
is a place of worship held in sanctity, specially by 
-the Shia sect of the Muhammadans, The tragic events 
connected with the martyrdom of Imam Hnseyn, the 
grandson ol i:l.ic prophet .\l uharnmad, i.« anniiaJly com- 
mcmoniied hcn^. f I aji .Karbalai M nhamniiid Kiian 
was a, woahhy Persian AMiharnmiidan merchant and 
organisf'd iho famous Main procession. Gorgeous 
gold and siiver flags, niaccs, and oilier proecssional 
material have been made, a,- free gift of by riio .Llaji, 
w.ho has also endowed estates for the maintenance 
-of the Imambara, and the annual celebration 
-expenses during the month of Muharram. 

Visitors are allowed an inspection of the old 
rrlirs. t^ey ere rreu---T:l t.-i tike off their shoes 
b{-n)‘V' ■ ; ' i ■ ■ . : :c:‘ the Zarih Mobarak 

■or lacsimiii of Jraan Huseyn at 

Karballa and P ; -i ■ ; i ■•■:! flags are kept. 

The annual p>-ocession dnring trie Uli and the 10th 
day of the Muharram is one 'of the most impressive 
sights in the East and the entire traffic along the 
routes are stopped for many hours to allow the pro- 
'cession to pass. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

The Calcutta Uriiversity ^ Educational Institutions^ 

The University. 

Calcutta has been pre-eminent as an educational 
centre and lias played a most important part in dis- 
seminating the light of knowledge, learning and 
culture all over the country. The Calcutta Univer- 
sity is the oldest institution of its kind in India and 
was established in 1857 with “ The Advancement of 
Learning ” as its motto and the Governor-General 
as its Chancellor. This University has the unique 
distinction of conferring Causa Honoris the degree 
of U. L. on three generations of the Crown Prince 
to the British throne — PTis late Majesty King- 
Emperor Edward VTI received it when he visited 
Calcutta as the Prince of Wales in 1876, His 
Majesty King-Emperor George V in 1906 and the 
resent Prince of Wales during his visit in 1922.. 
Th', IJ nivcr.^iiy of Cnlci tta was started as a federal 
Uii'. cr.si! V u irl! ;:i'. ('xaiuining body modelled on the 
of t'::' of London and had affiliated 

to it the Colleges of Lahore, Allahabad, Aligarh, 
Nagpur, Patna, Gauhati and Eangoon. From the 
time of the T;'^H ^nrzon the 

University ■ ' ■ teaching 

institution. 'i . !'• ■ : .(if; Depart- 
ment has developed ;■ ■■ ‘ ■' *■ : h '■ 

the teaching of Pali, i i". ■■■ 

amongst modern Ian g.. \ 
ment of Ti’clmoloj:;- .‘ui ■ ” ' ■■ ■ : 

Commerce has also been materialised. The Senate 
is divided into five faculties, namely, those of Arts, 
Science, Engmcv.-i-ing. Medicine and Law. There is 
a Board of Ili;rhe.!' Siudies in the different subjects 
of Arts and Science. 

The department of Examination is separate 
under a, Controller of Examinations with, self- 
contained staff and ofirice.s. The Kegistrar manages- 





95 


the academic side of the University and has bis own 
«taff and offices. His Excellency the Viceroy ex- 
officio used to be the Chancellor and His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal, the Rector of this Univer- 
sity. By the new regulations based on the Univer- 
-sities Act of 19'il, His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal bc'corncs the Chancellor of the Calcutta 
I u/versity, tlic Viceroy remaining the Visitor 
ex-officio. As a result of the recommendation of the 
Calcutta University Commission, a very good residen- 
tial university of the unitary type has been 
■established at Dacca with Mr. P. G. Hartog, o.i.e., 
late Academic Registrar of the University of London, 
as the first Vice-Chancellor, and His Excellency 
Lord Eonaldshay as the first Chancellor. 

Thus Lord Honaldshny ))ecame the first Chancel- 
lor of these two ("nivci-sities. In recognition of his 
services to the cause of education in Bengal, the 
Universities of Calcutta and Dacca in 1922 conferred 
•on him the degree of D.Litt. and D.L., respectively. 

The buildings known as the Senate House are 
situated in College Square. They were completed 
t)y the end of the year 1872 at a co.st of Rs. 4,34,697 
and the University took possession of them .early in 
1873, The meetings of the Senate are held in the 
western hall of this building and the annual Gonvo- 
caiion is held in the spacioiTs Senate hall in the east 
which is provided with a fine auditorium at the 
•back of tlu; dais. 

The Senate hall is more than 200 fcioi iu l(Uigth 
and 60 feet in breadth. There is a colonnade of 
Corintliian pillars which supports llu' ceiling of the 
centnil liall inside, beyond which on either side are 
e.Kfensive corridors about 20 feet wide. At the 
'entT'ance. of the Senate hall are a number of btists 
•of well-known educationists and in the vestibule of 
the portico is a full leugth statue in a sitting posture 
in white marble of the late Prasonna Kumar Tagore, 
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C.S.I., the founder of the Tagore Law Professorship. 
Ti;.,‘ beautilul structure supported by 

ill!;': luis a wide flight of stone st§ps 

K'iuib'.g On these steps it has been the 

custoiii i'or the Chancellor and the Rector to be ^ 
received by tlic A’ice-rjic.iicelior and the members 
ol' the Syndicate on the occasion of Ihe Convocation, 

The im]>osir.g fvo-?tr)rio(l cdTce known as the 
Darhhahg-: Libnirij is s;;.i!;:ic(i lo riio v;o>r 

of the Senele 1 louse and gives accaniraoda: ’(in i.o li'e 
Liniversity I .ibraig . ■ h-.- 1. .nno.-sn i.;:v. CoM*. go. I 'le 
Law Colioge Library, aiai i.i'o I'nivc'ivh \ cliiss(‘->. 
The Regi.-i. and : (.'o;:i.:".i!. :■ of l^^.l■nihlai.i(als 

have also got their offices m this building. Here 
also are the chambers of the Vice-Chancellor, 
the President of the Pf.-.sl-C radoat;:- Studies and the 
diiToront Committee r./ffin-.. I: ad'O provides resi- 
de!. 'tr: the Principal of the University 
Li;v.- ( 'i'i;-.' loj-. Poor idilir.-d h.r Uiviversity 
OAniiiin!d:i('rs :!!:d crii iicc.c'-ino-.iaiv' i -a:i:v 7i 0 can- 
daliiles, 11 Imilding !.as la.i-ii (:;;i rucic-d ai a cost 
of iis. 8,ov.07d. c:.' w!::c;! li.-;. d, 7 :i.i)( 5 g '.v. re con- 
h-i])uted !)v i!:a M::!;;;r.'j:;:i of Dr.rbhai'ga and 
Rs. 4, -32, 077 \va-. grar.ioi! l)y (iovori io.cnl . and the 
remaining Rs. 1,41,5^4 was met from the University 
funds. 

In the large vestibule at the .landing of the 
maiji entrance of the Larbhanga Buildings on the 
first floor, looking lowards the grand staircase, is a 
splendid marble bust on a wliiie pedosbil of Sir 
Asiitosh. iVlidvdiorji, a most remarkable figure m the 
domain of Indian c-diicaliian The bust' has been 
presented to ih.e Uidver.sii v by the registered 
graduates and ii;.': iiis(:r’!:-;.;(ii! on the pedestal gives 
an account of tla' .^rn-vices of Sir Asutosli to the 
University of Calcutta. 

The Uinversity Law College in Darbhanga 
Buildings is an Institution which is devoted entirely 
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to the study of Law, and apart from the usual 
.■■’■=■■■' ' r..l Moot Courts where 

■ . ■ ; - ■■I- .!!■'. : ■. |■•:^ir the presidency of 

a professor as judge. Students arc- i;;i-:en in -inaii 
batches and are taught by their teachers to study and 
* aaialyse cases and to deduce legal principles from a 
first-liand study of important judicial decisions. 

The University Press is located between the- 
Senate House and the Darbhanga Buildings, in a 
house which was originally huili io pivA ide temporary 
accornmodation for the r’uivc'r.siiy l.sov classes. 

To the south of the Si‘iiaV(' .lloii.-e, land to the* 
extent of 8 bighas b"" f:c«’r'’^cd +o 

building for lecture • ' i ■ . o* *, \ ‘ , 

and offices and orderly room for the Calcutta 
University Training Corps. Government has granted 
Rs. H.OO.OfK) for the jaiirpose. 

University ('allege of Science . — The princely 
gifts of 15 lakhs of rupees by the late Sir Taraknath 
Palit, KT., D.L., and of 20 lakhs of rupees by Sir 
Rashbehary Ghosh, kt., c.s.i., o.i.e., m.a., d.l., 
ph.D., have enabled the University to start the 
Th'iivr-rsity College of Science at 92, Upper Circular 
.11 )::(!. li is ii .-splendid four-storied building and th& 
!ii.l)oraiori(!s of Physics, Chemistry, i\.pplied Mathe- 
iiiiihcs nnd Lxperimental Psychology have been 
(v ! I ! i f )p('( 1 h(‘rc. The Biological laboratories have been 
i‘!i!:iii|;icii ii! ih.e building and the surrounding grounds 
ai, h'o. do, Ballygunge Circular Road which was the' 
residence of the late Sir Tamknath Palit and a 
Unive 2 -sity Professor of Botany and a Uinh'crsity 
Professor of Zoology and of AgT-iculture and Rural 
Kcounmica have been appointed by the Senate and 
aiv iti residence in the same building. 

Hostels . — There are over 17 thousand students 
in Cnlciitta studying in the affiliated colleges and they 
are required under the regulations to live in hostels 
which are under the charge of resident superin- 
tendents' and assistants. The Hardinge Hostel ia 
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tiieant for tbe XTni-versitv Law College students. The 
Eden, Baker ami r:iri’'iie!i:;,'l TTostels give accom- 
nioclatkm to Colleg;- studying Arts 

iind Science subjects, and have been provided by 
<xovernnjent with buildings of their own. Be.sides 
these there are a large number of recognised or 
attached hostels and messes which are under the 
supervision of a Univerf'^r ■'T^arao-ed by 

the Students’ Eesidence * ■ ■!' ■■■.. >■ ■■ o. the 

A'ice-Chancellor and six n in-. 

Calcutta University Institute. 

Tt was originally .started under tne name of 
■“ Society for tlic lligluM- Training of Young Men,” 
In 1889 liie Bra h mo Missionary, Eev. Pratap 
Chandra Majumdar, gave it its present name and 
found ncconnnodation for the institution in a.- room of 
the Hindu School when' ii romiiined lill rhe present 
building was erected. 

Tn 1915 Lord Carmichael laid the foundation of 
the present building which is situated to the north- 
east of College Hfjuajv. Tt co.st over thi'cc lakhs of 
rupees which were contribuled by G-overnmeut. The 
Hon’ble M'uharajadhiraja Baliadur of Burdwan 
■contributed over Bs. 50,000 towards the furniture 
•and equipment. The Institute possesses a fine 
■reading-room, billiard room, lounge and gymnasium 
for the members. The spacious hall which is pro- 
vided with a raised stage at one end is perhaps one 
'Of the best of its kind i?- C-'cett? provides 
seating accommodation ''<■'• It is a 

healtby meeting-place !“if ; ■■/! provides 

facilities for the development oJt their inental, nfOral 
■and physical culture. In the College Square tank 
■opposite the Institute, swimming and lessons in life 
saving methods are given to the members. 

Medical College of Bengal. 

The Medical College of Bengal is the oldest and 
largest institution of its kind in India. It - has 
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enjoyed and maintained tlie highe^i" ’■ ■■ the 

ptviiiicr Colh'ge of its kind in the ' . ' ' - It 

covers about *2o acres of land in the unnieciiaie proxi- 
mity of the rinivei-sity ])iiildings in College Street. 
Some idea may h > formed of the magnitude of the 
ins^tittition if one considers that most of the buildings 
are three-storied and situated nea - I'.'.e’: oihi i-. The 
following group (if ■'(j'-odal- cirie.! w:i!i the 

Medical College a nev. iy .1 (^ye hos- 

pital, an extern !■:: i.'.-oiiy (iep.i: r:'.:e! = j and tlie 
Carmichael Hospi::>i !-i.i:!(?bca' io ‘ae 'iVcpical School 
of Medicine : — 

(1) The Medical College Hospital with 330 beds 
for medical and surgical cases; (2) the Eden 
TTospitnl with 105 beds for maternity sT'd gynanr-n- 
logical cases; (3) the Prince of Wales’ 1 '(■..'■pi;:';! w pii 
88 beds for aseptic surgical cases: ' I' I'-c bye 
Infirmary, with 138 beds; (5) the Paying Patients’ 
Cottage Block, with 12 beds; (6) the Cholera Ward, 
with 20 beds;' (7) the Exra Hospital, with 20 beds 
" ■ Th('rc is also an up-to-date 

! ■ ■ ■ , nose out-patients’ department. 

The X-ray department is located in the Lady 
Miiito Electrical annexe, alongside of the surgical 
Old' PiMient-s’ dcpart;n.?nt, where nil kinds of radio- 
iogii'.ii diiigiKsls .'!!;<! radio-therapy is available for the 
f.iiidic;. Calcnlta however lacks an np-to date radio- 
logici;! Trislii.mc where radium and X-ray thern])y 
rrc faxnhiru'.d for t;m' f)cnefit of suffering humanity. 

Tim ^iFodical College Hospital is an imposing 
i)u!Idi:ig witii :i b:.'u;.;i.i!V.l fagade and a colonnade of 
C(.-''i.’i: Ilian pillar.-. '.hiie foundation-stone was laid 
In- T.ord Di[l!:ou.-ic in 1852 wdth Masonic rites. 

. There are more than 1,200 students on the rolls 
of the College and the, pupils are attracted from all 
parts of India and Burinah. 

The Anatomical Department is the oldest in 
Asia and the finest and most spacious that can be 
seen in tlic British Empire. The museum is well 



102 



^stocked vvitli ■li^srctoil spoeiniens. It was 

here that I’i'-jul'n. tliiii:;! with a few 

•courageous snulcui'^ i!!'.-'! (ii>s!'Cio<l iiii.' hituiari body 
in India on 10th January 1800. !n c'orcmernora 
tion of this unique event, in riie ol heliiiii 

medicine, Mr. Drinkwater Bei-iusa;, M>:!i:b(‘i- of li,,. 
Supreme Council of India, presented Madusudan’s 
portrait to the College and a rnarble tablet to his 
memory has been put up in the College hall. A 
.salute of guns was fired from the ramparts of Fo]’t 
William, just as the Indian students put their knives 
•on the dead body for dissection. 

This department was thoroughly reorganised and 
brought, to its present standard of efficiency during 
the incumbency of idu- (^‘lebnili-d Surgonn Anatomist. 
Major-Cenera! Sir Bichai-d Mavcicck C.harl-.s. 
G.o.v.o., K.c.s.i., M.D., F.K.C.S.I., of the Indian 
Medical Service. 



The Biological, Physiological and Pathological 
•departments are very and the 

museum catalogued and •• . .• : ■■ the care of 

the renowned Professor of Pathology, Sir Leonard 
Rogers, p.e.s., m.d., p.r.c.p., i'.m.s., is well 
worthy of a visit. Previous to inspection the 
permission of the Professor in charge must be 
•obtained - 

In 1837* a Council was formed to admini.=:ter the 
Oollege and the hospital, and David ITare was 
■nppointcd as Secretary. The system lasted till 1856- 
when the Council and Secretaryship were abolished 
Uind l^e government of the College was vested in the 
Principal aided by Professors. In 1845 the 
dirnculum was reorganised and the course of 
instruction extended to five years. Th:- in.?fitution was 
recogni.sed by the University of London, ibe Roy!:! 
College or Surgeons and the Socieix of .ApoLbocaric-. 
On the creation of the ('alcutta University in 1857 
the College became affiliated to it and conferred 
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<lp^i'ees of Licenciate and Doctor of Medicine. The 
University now confers the degrees of M.B., M.D., 
M.S. and" M.O. and the Diploma of Public Health. 

The School of Tropical Medicine and Institute 
of Hygiene. 

They are both situated on the new bullevard of 
(,'alcutta called the Central Avenue. They were 
opened in 1921. The school award a Diploma of 
Tropical Medicine after an oxaminiitioTi following a 
nine months’ course of Post (Traduate study. The 
teaching examination and conferment of diploma ie 
controlled by ■" p-c’d'!"''' Tropical Medicine. The 
Institute of training in a course of 

study for tht •). I'. iU I amiijation of the Univer- 
sity. The curriculum extends for a period of one 
year. 

Medical relief is given by experts in the attached 
Carmichael Hospital to patients suffering from, 
diseases peculiar to tropical countries. 

Besearcili work is carried on in Hie and 

there is a s)K'cial departmcn’.. for rhe (leveiojaiaMit; of 
the PJifn'uiacology and Tiierapc'iirio oi‘ indigenous 
drugs. 

There are specia-l departments for research work 
on Kala-azar, Leprosy, Hookworm disease and 
Dysentries. \n up-i:o-dato Patboiogieai . Bacterio- 
logical. .Vnaiviieai and Scrologica= (iepii'-tments are 
also plac-ed in ibe same buildings. 

The Director of the School of Tropical Mcjuicinc- 
controls all the departments excepting Um Serological 
Department which is in charge of iht' I inp{?vi;il 
Serologist under the Government of India. 

The Carmichael Medical College, Belgachia, 

Sihiatrd at 7, Br.lgacMn Tioad. 

This is tlio first non-official Medical College in 
India and is managed by Indians. The present 
institution is the outcome of the development of a 
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few earlier institutions started by a number of Indian 
medical practitioners. For instance the Calcutta 
School of Medicine was founded in 1880. The Albert 
Victor Hospital opened in 1902 was the hospital 
attached to that institiilion. In 1904 the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Bengal, another private 
medical school, was amalgamated with the school. 
In foil with the powerful support of the late 
Major-Heneral Sir TV.rdey Lukis, k.c.s.i., m.d., 
P.R.c.s. (Eng.), [)i\-cio:--C(;’=ci'.ii of Medical 

Services, a scheme for further development of 
the institution was launched. In 1015 the Secretary 
of State sanctioned a capital grant of Ks. 5 lakhs for 
buildings and an am;;:!, I gr;!.::'. (d‘ Bs. 50,000 for re- 
curring expenditure, j r.r-. ::l> d i !s. 2.1 l.ikln were l aiscd 
by the management fc- md an annual 

grant of Hr. h0,000 ■ ■ the Calcutta 

Jii'd Thu lihOOO rr>'.'m the University. The 
rciiU iiniuL- iv.-urriup; oipi-iuih/iro was to bo met from 
fees and endowmonts. 

All these conditions have bcoiT fulfdlrd cvrT-rting 
the University grant. This h; fu w.u'wd 

by Government. The CoU -gc was formp.''ly opened 
by Lord Carmichael on 5th July 1916. .'v '.'di.ii':',!! up 
to the Preliminary Scientific ICxamination was 
grnnied in January 1916, np to first M. B. 
oxaniination in June 1017 and np to the final M. B. 
in 1920. The College is under the management of 
the “ Medical F.di:ci;t:o~i SocaTy of Peug;;! on 
which three !>-c:nl): is a.re ncminatAI i)y i- e (;overn- 
ment of Bengal an.d one l.yv ('.■■'■i'.c.'v ; ■oji of 
Calcutta. 

Campbell Medical School and Hospital. 

(loS, Lower Circular Road.) 

This is the oldc.st and largest Government 
institution for training students who do i! 0 !; a spare 
for a University degree but desir.p to (|ii:i1i!y for ;i 
License of the State Medical I'aculi v of I'leng.il, O.'he 
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teaching Rtaff is very good and is recruited from the 
best available assistant surgeons in the Bengal 
Medical Service. The Superintendent is tlie head, of 
the school and hospital and is a member of the Indian 
Medical Service. ^ The curriculum of the school is 
laid down by the State Medical Faculty and is based 
on the lines of Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of 
the British Isles. The goveri:ir..f: body of the State 
Medir.al Faculty of llnif/-:! is anaiogoi;.- ro ihe C-:5unci! 
of Medical Education in ! '.iiLdiind c\c:”;vh;g iluil here 
it has no control over the studies in the colleges which 
train students for The State 

Medical Faculty inferior in 

rank to* the M.B. degree of the University, There is 
a Bengal Council of Medical Rcghtratlon. It deals 
with questions of eligibility of medical men to be pnt 
on the State Medical Register. iMl medical men are 
required to submit their diplomas and degrees for 
scrutiny to the Secretary and if found suitable by the 
the Council the name is put cn the Register on pay- 
ments of a fee of Rs. 10. OTtccs and committee 
rooms of C' ■ T^acuUy and of the 

Council of ..■> . are on the second, 

floor of Grosvenor House, 2i, Old Court House 
Street. 

The Presidency College 

(lOd, College Street .) ' 

It was established on the I5tli June 1855, by 
the East India Company. Its origin is closely 
connected with the Hindu College or Vidyalaya, 
founded by a number of Hindu gentlemen aided by 
Sir Edward .TTydo East, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Courl, and opened on January 20th 1817. 

.Pfc-'idr-icy Cohogo thus carries us back to the 
first (.■i'iV>! :s !;> prornt>:'.,' liberal education in British 
India and is associated with the names of David 
Hare and Raja Ram Mohon Roy. The foundation 
of the present building was "laid by Sir George *. 
Campbell in '1.872. The institution is under the 
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Oovernment of Bengal, Education Department, and 
is managed by a Governing Body. 

A definite proportion of seats is reserved for 
Muhammadan students and the minimum has been 
fixed at 25 per cent, for the present, provided the 
candidates conform to the standard of cdiK'aiioriiil 
fitness prescribed for entrance. 

It undertook post-graduate teaching also , which 
is now conducted by the University. The College 
is affiliated to the B. A. Honours stage in English, 
Philosophy, Politic^] r’"d Political 

Philosophy, Sansc-i:. !■=:=. ,md Arabic, 

.and in Vernacula- ( ’h”' : the B.Sc. 

Honours stage in '-i . ■ ...■»•>, C' ;. Chemistry, 

Physiology, Geology and Botany. 

Oriental Studies. 

There are two old institutions for this purpose 
fom’dcd by Warren Hastings in 1781. The one for 
Si;!i>-krit education, callcfl liu; Government Sanskrit 
College, which is situated to the north side of 
College Square, and wa® hniH i" T^e othe^ 

mcMrit for Arabic and ' c «: .• .■ ■ ■■ : ■ 'c 

Calcutta Madrassah i-- '•ii::,: :■ ■•;! 

Wellesley Square and was erected in 1820. 

The style pf architecture of both the buildings 
and fheir situations by the side of a tank and square 
-being similar, they look very much alike. In an 
annexe of the Madrassah building is located the 
Muslim Institute founded in 1901- by I hat brilliant 
('■•ii riiaiist. Sir Denison Eo.ss, during In’s iricijirsbenc.y 
as Principal of rbn CalcuMi;- Aladriissai;. In ihe 
Wellesley Sqna-re i: nk lessons in .swimfuing and life- 
■si'virig methods are given. 

Scottish Churches College 

{Oonncallifi Square.) 

In 1820, tihe Bev. Alexander Duff founded in 
Calcutta an institution for the propagation of the 
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Ciospel through disseminating education. This hcf 
named the “ General Assembly’s Institution,” after 
tlie Gencrnl Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
whoso first missionary he was. Its success was. 
immediate and great. Again in 1843, when Dr. 
Duff and his colleagues cast in their lot with the 
party in» the Church which separated itself and 
t^e 'P’-ee Church of Scotland, they founded 
o.-id' the name of Free Church of 

, ■ i : : ■ i on the same principles and 

■■= ' • :! ■' To the name of the second 

institution the title of Dnff College was added after 
the death of its founder. 

During recent years the separated branches of' 
the Church in Scotland have been aiming at a re- 
union. Thus the demand iuc^c'^srd ‘=‘^cipncy in- 
•Indian education and the • > a i ■■ ■■o'' . 

centrating their efforts in cue. liic 

miss ion aides ready to take the decisive step of 
uniting their separate Colleges in Calcutta into one. 
.\ccc)rdingly from the 1st day of rliiiiG 1908, the 
( Icncnil A.«scrribly’s Institution and the Duff College- 
(;eii.S('d 10 maintain separate existence ami are now 
imiied ii.- “ The Scottish Churches College.” 

It is affiliated up to the B.A. and B.Sc. l ionours. 
standard of the Calcutta- University. 

St. Xavier’s College 

{30, Park Street.) 

This great educational institution of the Jesuit, 
was foundc'd in 1860 by Archbishop Carew 
and aiiiliarcd to i-he Calcutta Univei'sity in 1862. 
In fSOS thii' buildings were considerably enlarged. 

The Sans Souci theatre occupied the site of 
the present institution. It was sold in 1844 to- 
Archbishop Carew who provided accommodation for- 
St. John’s College in it and subsequently foar the.- 
St. Xavier’s College. 




Sx. XAVIER’S COLLEGE (South 


109 


The object of the ir.r;titiitio-n is to give Catholic 
youths a full course of iii'( r:;! rdcciU loi! and to train 
up their hearts to virtue. Pupils of other religious 
persuasions are also admitted on the same principle 
of non-interference as in the old St. John’s College 
which was closed in 1846. 

This Catholic principle is well worthy of imita- 
tion by the Trustees of the La Martinere School in 
Loudon Street, who in a most non-Christian spirit 
shut the doors of enlightenment and learning against 
those who do not iirofess the Christian faith. 

Tlic Co^iruo hr.-s on infant class and a lower and 
upper se'.io,'' . teaching about 450 pupils 

and a College depariinent of about 750 students. 
The course of odiv S subjects of the 

Cii:u,b;"dgr' -Tunior an:) ^jc.-’.ior Scliool Certificate 
o:\aii. ii'i i.ic-cs. and of the Intermediate Arts and 
Science and the B.A. and B.Sc. courses of the 
Calcutta University. 

The Solar Spectroscopic Observatory, and the 
Meteorological Observntorv attached to this institu- 
tion are the oldest in India and enjoy the highest 
rcpntr.iion. Thoroughly well-equipped Chemistry 
.b laboratories and halls for practical 
Science classes are attached to the College. The 

T !'’■ ■ ■ , to the students and are always 

access. ■ . to help their pupils in every 

way, € . ■ ■ class hours. 

The St. Xavier’s College has edways maintained 
a high watermark of cfl'iciGncy aiid the popularity 
of the institution and its teachers lias contiiuicd 
unabated for generations. • 

The Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science 

(Situated at 102>, Bow Bazar Street.) 

The Science Association was started by the late 
Dr. Moliondra Lall Sarkar, M.n.. c.T.n.. in ]P69. He 
received a good deal of :i.v.si.sia'!ce iron! rlu; iufe 
Lev. Bather Lafont and Tlov. do Pc-nni-iind;! who 



110 


Physics and Astronomy, respectively, in the 
\ssoc-i;jiion ciasses. The CTOvernment of Bengal 
acquired the site at a cost of Es. 50,000 and made it 
over to the Committee of Management. The in- 
augural meeting was held in the new premises on 
29th July 1876, and the work of the association 
!(‘;:]iy bcgon from that date. The association 
hr;.'.; tia' services as lecturers in various 

scientific subjects of some of the most distinguished 
scholars and educationists. The Association has 
a commercial analysis class, and teaches analysis of 
water, food, drug and commercial products. It 
provides a two years’ course after the Matriculation 
and imparts a good teaching in Physics. Botany. 
Chemistry and Commcrcird Annly.sis. The .studems 
are taught and hoi h iu c.ho theoretical and 

the practical sections. 

Dr. Mohendra Lail Sarkar’s aim was “ to 
enable the indigenous intellect in noble rivalry with 
the intellect of the West to assert its rightful 
sovereignty over the domains of nature.” It was. 
his wish that the management and control of the- 
-Association were to be vested in the hands of the 
natives fud’a. ^a<?ociation has been 

able to r.-'di-' and medals and 

to orga'A'C: 'ueetings for the 

reading pq-^- =•' n-.viches of science. 

This institution exemplifies a Swadeshi movement 
of the best type. It is hoped that at no distant 
future, with endowment of professorships in 
different branches of science, this institution might 
develop into a National University College of Science., 

Bose Eesearch Institute. 

This institution owe^ i(s origin jiiid .iiu:<!piioii 
to Sir J. G. Bose, The disiinguishi'd .scicni.i.si . wiio 
has recently been honoured by being elecaod a Pcllow 
of the Boyal Society of T..i)ridon. Ir is .siiunted at 
93, Upper Giroular Roan, adjoiniisg Sir -I. C. llose’a 
house. The bnilding is of the indo-Sariicenic .siyie- 
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of architecture; the lecture theatre, nttiug:? erul 
furniture are also oriental in design. 'I’iic iscousl.i,'; 
properties of the large lecture theatre are most 
remarkable. The speaker ca;n be heard distinctly 
in every part -of the hall and there is no echo. It 
is next door to the T^^niversitv College of Science. 
Sir J. C. Bose (leria.iisii-.'.ici; by his special methods 
and instruments ihc siun'i.-ir effects of anesthetics 
and chemicals on plants and animals, and that 
plan’ - ■•.'-.hite -"est for one hour in the day 

and ■ ■ . ; - . ■ all animation is suspended. 

He holds that the nervous impulse generated in a 
living cell is double and not single, and that plants 
have nerve cells and fibres like animals. In the 
compound of the Institution one can see Pecpul trees 
which were planted tli-rre ai'rc" being iv.-moNcd fTom 
their original place of gi-owib while uihUm' ibe effects 
-of chloroform, with all the nerve centres deadened 
under a-nresthetic, and therefore, not getting a-ny 
nervous shock during rejnoval. The aiithorit'ies of 
the Institute are pleased to see any visitor and show 
them round. 

On the way to Bose’s Institute one can visit 
Lilly Cottage, No. 78, Upper Circular Bead, in 
which the ,p '• and .social reforracu' of the 

Brahmo Samaj, ivesuab Chandra Sen, lived and 
'died. The visitor can see the Samarlhi of the great 
reformer. 

At 91, Upper Circular Boad, can be seen the 
Offices of the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
Works. Tljis institution owes its origin to Sir 'P. 0. 
Bay, the philanthropic Professor and Chemist. Here 
for file first time in rridia. indigenous drugs wc/'-e 
prepared according to modern .srientiiic ineiiuki.s on 
a eomme’-eial scale and several preparations are on 
lliv ui;’)i\i-L I’hiirtna/cological researches were also 
carrii'd (Uii: under tlie auspices of this institution. 
I’he. workshops and factory are at Mauicktollah and 
Panihati. 
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The Bengal Engineerng College, Sibpore 
and Shalimar. 

This is the only Kiigineci’ing College affiliated 
to the Calcutta [hiivi'.tvity, Tt was opened at 
Sibpore on 5th April 1880, and is under the control 
of a governing body appointed by the Government 
of Bengal. 

I«t is a residential College to which all classes 
of tlie coninrunity are admitted. 

The College buildings are a stately grey pile 
noticed from the river. It is the first Gothic 
building erected in India. The design was drawn 
by William Jones, who canie to Calcutta in 1800 as 
a’ mechanic and died of sunstroke wlhle supervising 
the work. It originrhy the “ Bishop’s College ” 
founded by Bhh -p \! i.,!d!i:-:o ' i-’ 1820, In 1880, it 
was converted into the Civil Engineering College. 
In the compound is also situated a Church called 
St. Peter’s Chapel and a graveyard. A little above 
I’-is CmI, Eobert Kyd built a house for him.stdf. 
ii'u: a i'l:-.-!!!-'':-; garden to which was given the p'rdly 
name of Shalimar, as it was modelled on the lines 
of the famous Shalimar garden of Lahore. 

In the College there r.re two departments : — 

(1) The Engineering Department, affiliated to 
the standard of the degree of Bachelor of Engineer- 
ing in the Civil Engineering Branch and offering 
the full college Diploma of “ Civil Engineer.” 

(2) The Appi’cntice Department now called the 
Mechanical Eugiuoerieig Department, offering the 
course of the Joiu!. ■’j'lvlir.if::!! Examination Board of 
Civil Engineering to the upper subordinate standard 
in the Mechanical and Electrical Engineering and 
a pollegn course in Mining for hie (iovorninci'i 
Diploma in the Principles of Mining. 

The students of the Engineering Department 
undergo workshop training for about eight hour.'^ 
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weekly. The students of the Apprentice Depart- 
ment spend three hours daily in the w'orkshops. 
The workshop con^i.-^D of ■<■, (■i‘ii-|i:'!!l,e!’ :rnd blacksmith 
-department, an iron rn'd b.'-;;.':-.': ronml-y, a fitting' and 
machine sliop, and indi:.-i rial 


CHAPTEE IX. 

Places of Miscellaneous biterest.. 

Small Cause Court. 

The Small Cause Court is a palatial building 
-at the junction of Hare Street and Strand Eoad 
almost opposite the Imperial T.ilu-M'ry. Tin? Coimt 
buildings occupy j-iu' .sii.e of wlia; was k'fanvn ii: the 
■earlier days as the CoTnjjany’s House, aiu] iililiniigli 
official quarters were proxided for ilie ,l’rosi(iiMir in 
'.the old Port 'William, certain Presidents preferred 
living in this house. After thr' r? c-nt":'*-" 
by Clive and 'Watson it was •• * ■. -u; i '■ ■ ,, A < 

yard with, dry docks for the repair of pilot vessels. 
In 1809, the docks were filled up. The Office of the 
Marine and Master Attendants, and the Ice-house 
which stood on the site were pulled down in 1882. 

Marble Palace. 

This belongs to_ the well-known Mullick family 
•of Chorebagan and is situated in Muktaram Babu’s 
Street in the heart of the Indian part of the town 
and can be easily approacbed by the Upper Chitpore 
Rond tram-car or the new wide road of Calcutta, 
known as the Central Avcruic. It is a remarkable 
building with a long marble paved i:.;:! I'iiri! 
statues and contains mimeroiis old chandeliers and 
a collection of oil paintings, including two by 
Eubens and an original painting by Sir Joshua 
Eeynolds. The painting deducting the marriage of 
:St. Catherine by Eubens was pi'esented to the 
Government Art Gallery in Calcutta by Lord North- 
brook and subsequently purchased in 1905 by the 
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Miillicks. The prosci^t ownor is said to have refused, 
iiii oii.er of ..'j.iol'UU fof it. It i.s placed in the north- 
v'.t'si. DUP'bic; ciu-niix'!'. Isi lifO south drawing' -room 
depicting the martyrdom of St. Sebastian is the 
olhiT T’t: cT-runds of the palace are as- 

and have a large number 
of statues, rare birds, and animals. The aviaries, 
and the menagerie owe their origin to Sir James- 
Hogg, whom the Supreme Court appointed as the 
guardian of Baja Eajendra Mullick Bahadur. Like- 
most Bengali zemindars and noblemen the Mulhcks- 
are most courteous and are pleased to let visitors- 
inspect the pictures and go round their house. 

Ta(jiirc Ctifiih-. -X visit to Tagore Castle may 
well i)e includcii in one’s itircrnry. The palace was. 
built by the late Mr.iniriija Sir Jotiudrn ATohnn 
Tagore, k.o.s.i., .n'xl is .sin. -a nod in I'cfiSiinna 
Kumar Tagore Street, off Upper Chitpur E^Dad, 
south-west of Beadon Square. The Tagore Castle- 
stanc].s on the site of ’-Kr -yy ".nd BatiJiak-Miana of 
I.I10 laic Hoir’blo . ICn .:ir Tagore, c.s.T,,. 

ilu; j'ounder of the i.;-: % • Ijaw Professorship. 

(ti tho Cn'lciinu I'niror^iiy. 

Tlie liiw books of Mu- libnuy have been presented 
to tho I ■:ii\('i.>iiT .Low Coliege; the remainder can- 
be seen in the “ Prasuaii which is o]q'!Osite the 
Tagore Castle and is the family residence of the 
Tagores. The Tagores are a most cultured family.. 
Maharashi Debendranath Tiigorc and 'tTie gTt-'iii pnei; 
Sir Eobindranath Tagore belong to rhis faunilN . 

Municipal Market. 

ThcMunicipal Market i.s called Sir Stuart Hogg 
.Markcl, afrer the name: of the Chairman of the- 
Calcutta Corporation a-nd Commissioner of Police in 
wdiose time it was founded. This prosperous market 
with its w-ide scope of usefulness is deservedly the 
pride of Calcutta. It is one of the best run and 
most magnificent public markets that any Munici- 
pality in the world can boast of. It is certainly 
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the best and bii?gest in India and the East. The 
main enh'aneo is in Lindsay FItveet where there is the 
•clock tov.v'-r. It Wiis oruMicd 1874. It is standing 
on the si;.e oi' c:ir:y bii/oa ■ and 

filthier r lii-aoainiiMgs caia-tl . 'i / ■. ^^or 

this reason Sir Stuart Hogg ( '• ' ■ ; ; : ■ ; is 

popularly cal':'-:! “ Xax;: : ■ It 

was begim v. iih \\\i: t.-;' providing a good food 

market for Calcutta. It has now developed into a 
place where anything and everything can. be bought 
— the different departments are well set out and 
arranged in groups and ranges. The sanitation is 
excellent and the supervision very good. 

The Station Hospital for British Soldiers. 

On Lower Circular Eoad, opposite the race 
course, is a fine building with a big compound and 
adorned with a frontage of colonnade of pillars. It 
is the Station Hospital for British soldiers and was 
originally built as a Military TTos]-)i(:al, but was 
utilised by Lord William Beiilinck to provide 
■accommodation for the Sadar Dewani Adalat which 
was the Chief Civil Court of Appeal for the Province. 
The building became the Station Hospital from 
1862, after the creation of the High Court. 

Cemeteries. 

A visit to the old cemeteries at the Lower 
Circular Road end of Park Street should not be 
ornitted. T’ ■ mr cemeteries which 

will sppph 'y ■ ■ ■ material of unique 

historical and literary interest. 

Park Street was once called the Burial Ground 
Road as it led to the E’^glish c;-M<dc!y. It is still 
known as ■■v C'.-'-'v’ /;/?;=■ 'and Macleod 

Street, an oii'-.-hooi > 0 iv. I'ea.- I'le old Mission burial 
ground, is still called .Goristhan Gulli. In later 
years it was named Park Street on account of the 
park and gardens surrounding the house of 
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Mr. Vansittart, which is to the north of Loreto- 
Oonvent in Middleton Row. The inscription on the 
house is as follows : — 

This house was the garden house of Mr. Vansittar!^ 
'Goveruor of Bengal, 1860-64. It was occupied by Sir Elijah 
Impey.” 

Driving down Park Street towards Lower 
Circular Road, the first cemetery on the left is 
Tiretta's Cemetery bought by Edward Tiretta, 
an Italian gentleman who had left his native town 
for political reasons and came to Calcutta where he 
becr.U'e Sii|i:rir.t.''rdv^nt of Streets and Buildings. 
Tir. iui CiuiMore Road is named after him. 

The next burial ground is the Old Mission 
Cemetc--: -'G- left side of the visitor and just 

where ' .. ^ . meets Park Street. This 

contains th:-.' 'V.i-'ily vr. :•]{ of John Zachariah Ivier- 
nander, I'lc !!:■.>• Preio.-u'.iu Missionary of Bengal 
and the luiilder o; i;:i' o'd Church in Mission Row 
which ho nnmod Beth Topilla, the house of prayer. 
His two wives also lie buried in the same vault. 
(Vide, description of Old Mission Church, page 85.) 

In the adjoining grounds known as the North 
Park Street Cemetery are the tombs of Richmond 
Thackcrav. of William Jones (who built the first 
Ciotliic edifice in India, viz,, the Old Bishop College 
at Sibpore — now the Bengal Engineering College), 
and of Colonel Achilles Kirkpatrick, British Resident 
at riydc'.i'abad, who is said to have married a Muham- 
madan lady of rank. 

The last of this group of cemeteries is the South 
Park Street Cemetery immediately opposite. In 
this cemetery, there ir. a luc-s*,. irma'-kablv; coliection 
cf monuments of divivse .-Jiar.es a.nd si/cs. The 
monument over the grave of tiir William Jones, the 
founder of the Asiatic Society, is very conspicuous. 
'Colonel -Eyd, the founder of the Botanical Gardens, 
•General Clavering and Colonel Monson, the friends 
and supporters of Philip' Ernneis, are also ijnried 
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here as also Captain Cook, a son of the famous- 
Captain Cook, the navigator. Here also lies buried 
Captain M;u:k:iy ■whose narrative of the loss 

of the ■///;;■-■ is sr.iJ lo have inspired Byron into- 
■writing his description of the shipwreck in Don 
Juan. One notices the graceful monument over the 
grave of the Hon’ble Eose Aylmer, the niece , of 
Justice Sir Henry Eusseli, after whom Bussell 
Street is named. The fluted columns are garlanded 
with rose, perhaps a reference to the name of the 
lady. .Landor, who had made her friendship in 
Wiilos just . \ :• _ Ovr,,-.!, wrote the*elegy in 

which the ■ - .;■<■■•■ r ; — 

Rose Aylmer, whom these wakeful eyes, 

Miay weep, but never see. 

A night of memories and of sighs 
I consecrate to thee. 

At Ho. 185, Lower Circular Eoad, opposite this- 
cemetery, is the English cemetery. It contains 
the grave of Sir W. H. Macnaghton, the British 
envoy who was killed at Kabul in 1841, of John 
Baton Norman, officiating Chief Justice of Bengal,, 
assassinated on the steps of the Town Hail in 1871,. 
and of Sir John Woodburn, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, who died ’in Calcutta on 21st November 
1902. 

Near by at 3, Karaya Eoad is the Scottish 
Cemetery. 

(All these cemeteries are witJiin walking clisiaiice of the- 
terminus of the 'Wellesley and Circular Road i.raiu-ciu's.) 

T’ ■■ ■- r=-'-ietery at 2, Bhawanipore- 

Eoad . ,■ \ are also interred, 

NimtoUah Burning G-hat. 

The last sad duty for the dead is performed by 
the Hindus at a Shashan or Burning Ghat near a 
river; the body i.s pinced op a funeral pyre stacked in 
a. way to iiolp easy ignition and the corpse is generally 
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linrnt to ashes ii^ Ihrec' hom-.s. The ceremony begins 
by cJiaiitirijif a i\ \\ by the priest, and the 

mouth of the deceased is touched with a flaming 
faggot by ihe or ilu- ■.ddosi rero-esfritritive 

of the family prc-i'iu ai iIh: >co!'e. 

The Ih'.atrimrlu or iiu- [{ivcr !l(»o^hiy ia iiig a 
part of the (ranges is co:ni(ii;i-ed .sr.cred and hence 
there is a great desire on the part of pious Hindus to 
breathe their last on its banks and be cremated there. 

Nimtollah Ghat in Strand Road is the ]:)nblic 
burning ghat for the disposal of the Hindu dead 
bodies. The ghat was constructed by the Commis- 
sioners for the Port of Calcutta. The Strand Road 
Nimtollah Ghat tram-cars pass by the place. 

There is another burning ghat on the banks of 
the Adi Ganga, the old bed of the Ganges, modern 
Tolly’s Nullah, to which a visitor is taken through 
the west gate of Kalighat Temple bj ■■ : !■ ■ ' iMr 
for a small consideration. There is : j ' ' > '.■uu; 

over the spot where the late Maharaja ot Mysore was 
cremated.' This place is conveniently visited along 
u i'll II \ i.si( ro Kalighat. 

The Crematorium. 

The Cremaiorhnn is situated at 2. Cfcmatorimn 
street, in Entally near ;Soj',aj>o!ciir. Thi.s place i::; 
not restricted to any naiiomdiiy. Hci\- d.oiid bodies 
are cremated, on paymeiu' o:' a r('e according to 
scientific methods. The ashes of liie dead, if 
required, are made over to the friends of the 
decea^sed. Uiifortiinately it is not used as much us 
it might have been. 

Parsi Tower of Silence. 

The Parsis regard the earth as sacred and in 
order to prevent the soil from being defiled, their dead 
bodies are disposed of by being placed inside circular 
towers on sloping shelves placed tie.r over tier. The 
■scavenging birds very soon eat away the flesh, and the 
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bones of the skeleton gTadually get disintegrated' 
through exposure to the weather and drop into pits 
of charcoal and sand where they finally crumble away 
into dust. These buildings are called Towers of 
. Silence. Each family may have one reserved for it. 
Mr. Noraji Sorabji Bangali founded the first Parsi 
Tower of Silence in Beliaghatta Eoad. 

The to-wers of silence can be reached by taxi-cabs 
or ticca gharries engaged at Sealdah Station. 

Muslim Burial Grounds. 

Tho best known burial gt’ouv.ds for Muham- 
madans which are o])cn to the piibli;; are the Gor-i- 
Ghariban at 32, Gobra Goristiin Pmad. It is an old 
burial ground and contains the graves of some notable 
pf -'-->plc. At Tiljala there is also- 
a ' • • i. ■ ground and another at 19, 

Bagmari Eoad, Maniktollah, known as the Mckbara- 
i-Am. 

Eespect for the dead body is strictly follownd by 
the Muhammadans as a part of religious duty. The 
bier is carried on the shoulders of friends of the. 
deceased and no hearse or paid pall bearers are re- 
qui.'iitionod. Tho corpse is bathed in tepid water 
and e’e-.’n 'ur.v clothes impregnated with attar, 
camphor, and rose water are put on and 
the body gently placed on a bier and taken to the 
nearest mosque or open place. Here all the friends 
of the deceased congremite and pravers for the dead 
are performed. The bier is then lifted and carried 
on shoulders to the burial ground, the party of 
mourners following 'uostly oji .foot and intonating 
prayers. At the burial a'round a’lolbc.r service is held 
after lowering the body into the grave. Out of 
regard for the dead body, eartli is not put over it 
but by means of placing planks or wooden boards 
across the- grave a' deep vault is made and earth put 
over it. 


121 

Jewish Burial G-round. 

The Jewish burial ground is at 49, Soonra 
Jload, Manicktoia (out of town). 


CPIAPTER X. 

The Suburbs _ of Calcutta. 

Tollygunge. 

Tollygunge is a municipality about four miles 
from Grovernment House and is named alter Major 
Tolly who established a market and an Indian settle- 
ment hei-e. Thei'e is a good tram-cai- service to ii 
, ffoin 1\>} do junction and the High Court. 

* TJk; r.irvi very to go by iuctor-cars and is 

a straight io-;! cl C.;o\vri!)g.:<o lined. 

Tollygunge w.-i: iui.eroii. !.:U- visitor who, might like 
to study lUic ruins of the palaces once occupied by 
the eleven sons of Tipu Sultan of Mysore. After 
the la.!l of S.ringapatam during the .storming 
o'" wh.ich I'ipu Suitau was killed, the princes and 
iiu ir iiiii.iiio-: v.Mro confined in the fort of Vellore, 
near Madra.s. The fiinhiy were suspected of 
complicity in. the Mutiny at Vellore in 1606. This 
led li'.u l>ii:i^^;! G’overmiicnt to transfer them from 
Madras Presidency to Bengal, but on their arrival 
in Calcutta they were given full liberty and allowed 
to build liou.ses for themselves at Tollygunge. 
Moizuddin Sultan was tlio you- ■■ . ''v rr'-’ 

who acted as hosr,age to Lord v .. !" ■ d ■■■i 

third son of Tipu Sultais. Ih- ' . i ■■■ i: 
brother Sultan Sobhan Shah in hlias Mahal (the 

■ chief or special palace) wdiich is situated in^nodern 
Anwar Shah Road. Muniruddin Shah was another 
son of Tipu Sultan and the grandfather of the late 
Bakhtiar Shah, c.i.b. lie lived in the Nach Kothi 
or the dancing house. 1'he Pul-pdr palace, so 
•called as it is beyond the bridge away from the 

• other palaces, is a well known place to Calcutta people 
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of T’''~ the house of the late 

(\ ■■ ’-h. ;■ G.C.I.E., famous lor 

: ' . : 'i'.- r .or of the mosque at 

Tollyfrungo iuul at Dharamta-p. corner, the wtiite 
domes and “'ilded pinnacles of which lis .seen from a 
distance have elicited so mii;-’‘ r’-,--.' w-itors. 

He w'as the youngest son ■■ 'I 'r' . . but; 

came to be recognised as th< ■ ■ on 

account of his probity as 

such went to England to represent then- 
cause. The descendants of the prince are 

pleased to show the visitor the old plates and 
pictures, including one of the late Queen Victoria,, 
the Prince Consort and the Koyal family which was. 
presented to Prince Golam Mohamed with Her 
ATai. sty’.i au+ogTaph. during his visit to England. * 
The Toll;.g:ing(‘ (■';;!> is located in !\ ir-hice or.co 
i:i.'ii,ii)jr( (! by liic .sons of Tipu Sultan. I'i'.io!! Tlydta- 
Siii'.i' w;i.s ih(‘ chlesi son of Tipu Sultan and was so- 
.'iiiniciil, ::s ::c w:i.< Ixct' immediately after a success- 
ful campaign (Fateh) against the Mahrattas. His. 
residence was caled Bara Mahal to signifiy his. 
seniority and is oppo-iic il-c Tollygunge Club on the 
road to the .Eoy;!' Cciciiitii (holf Club Links. There 
are no descendents in his male line. The princes, 
attracted men of learning around them and 
Tollygunge in its palmy days Wii-^ a i,v''ighi .spot foi- 
-i* pjengal. .\\ it i.s. 

( i ■■ . ■ ;. ■ ■ ■ ■ ; ■ and I’si'.d flccay 

and penury are apparent everywhere. 


Tollygunge is noted amongst the European 
community on account of its races, and the Tolly- 
gnngo Gymkhana Club and the Golf Club for ladies- 
and gentlemen. The fine broad road leading to it is 
thronged every evening with the motor-cars and 
conveyances of the members, and the tram-cars are- 
also well pai .''opiscvl. A'isitors may be introduced*' 
by their Tncnibo.*. fi-iends and iiso the recreation 
grounds. 
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Alipore. 

Alipore is named after Mir Muhammad Jaffer 
Ali, Nawab of Miirshidabad , and is a fashion- 
:.able suburb of Calcutta, Most of the houses have 
fine and spacious compounds and well-laid-out 
gardens. Bijay Maiizil, the palace of the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhirnjn ’Rnhndr.r of Burdwan at 5, Alipore 
Lane, is ii [iiirriciilisr!'.' charming spot. There 
.are many oi’ iiueresr in this locality connected 

with old ( Alcmia. I'or insrance, modern Penn Road 
is a reminder of the extensive paddock of Warren 
Hastings which once occupied that locality. 

The Duel Avenue situated between Sterndale 
Road and th' on. the way to the 

Observatory ■ • > ■■ "a: •. from the fact that 

‘•questions of honour were decided in the days ot the 
East India Company by pistol shots under the shade 
-of these trees. 

The residence of Philip Francis was situated' on 
the extensive gi-oiiiuL rov.’- rccumed by the Jail and 
-the Reformatory and I)., r.d ;;.-es, qhief of 

them being the “ I.- ' -'.c : c , residence of 
the Collector of th( 'C l*i r.:;','' ■>.. M*-. Richmond 

T’ ■ ■ •.! : C ,• -i. .vith his son 

A : e-- 'I'l nw \\ ■ iv Secretary of 

the Board of Revenue, Calcutta . Hr. Tl- ache ray, 
the elder, lived in 39 Free School Street, in the house 
which is now occupied by the Armenian College. 
William Thackeray was born there on 18th July 
1811. 

The Zoological Gardens. 

The Zoological Gardens in Alipore ai^e near 
Belvedere House. They are beiudi fully laid out with 
fine trees, plants and ornamental lakes. They were 
planned by Sir Richard Temple, , Lieutenant- 
‘Governor of ■I3enga], and opened on' 1st January 
1876 by the late King-Ernperor Edward VIT, when 
he visited Calcutta as Prince of Wales. The popular 
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name is China Klmna (the aviary) which is hardly 
correct because the collection consists not only of 
birds, but those of beasts, reptiles, fishes and of 
other acquatic and ami)liil)ions The animal 

collection is one of the Hiiest iji tlu; world. There 
is a refreshment room -r" r f--- -.f 

caterers as well as an ■ ■ ■ i' ' ■ . .. 

Admittance is from sunrise to sunset and an entrance 
fee of one anna is charged for it. On Sundays from 
sunrise to 10 a.m., the entrance fee is four annas, 
and from 2 p.m. to sunset it is one rupee. A 
military band pleys on the lawns on Sunday after- 
noons. An exir.'-. clnu'ge of a rupee is also levied on 
each carriage, admitted within the grounds, coach- 
men and syces being free. There is also a free day, 
once a nionth. On the 1st of January each year a 
Fancy Fair is held in the “ Zoo ” and it is an event 
of great attraction. At Fsplnnnde Jnretion one can 
board a Kidderpore tram-c'.:'. r.u.i ir'.g ;‘,r the 

foot of Kidderpore bridge walk 'Did Orphangimj Road 
to tlic Zoo. One can also go by motor-car or carriage 
via, the Zeerut Bridge, the garden lying to the right 
of the further end of the slope. 

Belvedere House. 

Belvedere House is reached by driving straight 
down the Zeerut Bridge. ' The extensive grounds 
art; most hciuitifully laid out and well kept. 

T^iO fiu.-'.do is adorned with a double row of 
})i)l;uv: v/'th Cn.'T F i;:: capitols in the upper storey 
and Ionic in rhe lower. 

The entrance is adorned wit]' Boynl \rms 
between figures of nymphs. The gare has 

a fine lofty masonry arch, surmounted by 'a Royal 
Bengal Tiger and a Flagstaff. 

This '-.ou^o was the oTicia.l residence of the 
rdoutem-nt-dovernor? orBvUigai. till the transference 
'■ ’ ■ ' '' ' ■■■ ' (F'uutca and the conversion of 
! '■ : , ! ' ! '• Ih- -■ with a Governor in 1912. 



The Governor of Bengal now lives in Government 
House formerly occupied by the Viceroys. 

The Viceroy now occupies Belvedere during 
his visits to Calcutta. The beautiful and spacious 
Durbar Hall is used to hold Viceregal receptions- 
and dances. 



It is said that this house was originally built 
by Prince Azim-us-Shan, the son of Anrangzeb, in 
1700, and that Nawab '’Mir Mohammed Jaffar Ali 
lived in it during his exile after being deposed from 
the Masriiul of Bengal by Mir IxaRsirn. 
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Warren Hastings is said to have occupied this 
house- boCorc he built Hastings House. It was 
the reception of the 
Nawabof :h‘.. . visitefl Ciilcuthi. In 

1786, the house became the property of Major Tolly, 
the re-excavator of the Adi Ganga NuUah which is 
since then known by his name as Tolly’s Nullah. 
Philip Prancis was carried to this building after 
being wounded by Warren Hastings in a duel. 

Prom 1822 to 1825, Sir Edward Paget, Com- 
mander-in-Ohief, occupied this house. In 1854, the 
Bast India Company bought it and it was made the 
-ofiBcial residence of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. 

The Agri-Horticultufal''i(3'ardeiis. 

This garden is situated on the east side of 
.Alipore Eoad adjoining Belvedere House, of which 
it once formed a part. Inside this garden is an 
ornamental tank to the east of which was an old 
mausoleum said to have been built over the tomb 
of one of the Begums the Nawah of Mnrshidahe.fl. 
This i!OW(, ‘vor lias iiow lii-^i-.jij.eatvtl. 'J"ne hirilding 
•stood nciir the enli/unci' to lia- and was 

levelled in 1890 and llu' o'n.aiiis o*' beiek and mortar 
gradually rcanovod without ariracting pidtlic rsoiice 
under the screen of a liandsonur Bougainvillea which 
was first: trained to grow over this spot and cover 
the crrmibling ruins. It is a. pity that the tomb was 
not repaired, renovated and ])re.-orved as an old laiul- 
mark of the residence in the locality of Nawab Mir 
Mohammed J afar Ali Khan of Murshidabad who gave 
his name to .Alipur, and of his Begum after wTiom 
a village near by is called Begumpur. Overlooking 
the tank was the white pedestal and bust of William 
Carey, d.d., who founded the Agri-Horticnltural 
Society of India in 1820. The bust has now^ been 
removed and placed opposite the office of the garden. 
Hr. William Carey was a remarkable man. He with 
Marshman and Ward established the famous mission 
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at Sei'aiiipore, wliicU uttluit time wasia Daniab settle- 
ment, and founded the Jhiptist Missionary Society 
in J79-2. (jarey u'as appointed profesaoi- of ^Bengali, 
in the College of Fort William established by Lord. 
Wellesley to impart a knov.dodgo of collconial rorna- 
ciilar languages to tlu' iu".v •■■.e!riiK''-s of ihe Comj'i.! iiv’s,. 
service. This is now the famous Board of Bxaminers 
in Council House Street. WJiile at SoT-ampoT'c, 
Carey printed the first Bengali Difdionary in 
this country. Tie -Aas a iruly greai nuM'. arul was. 
never ashamed of owning his original huiiune po.-ii.ion 
in life. On oru? o(a-iision wiiiie dining wiih l.oi'd 
Hastings at Barraekpore. I'Jr, Carey o\i'r!i!'iird :i. 
General Officer enqniringt from an 'Aide-de-Camp 
whether the guest of the Viceroy did not at one- 
time work as a shoe maker. Carey at once turned. 
towards him and said : “ No sir, only as a cobbler.'’ 
He died in 1834. 


Hastings House. 

ITasting.s TTou.se is the name given to the* 
celebiM tod garthm lic.iso of Warren Hastings, the 
first ( lovornor-GenoraJ of Bengal. It belonged to- 
Nawai) Mir Moho.miin'd .Jafar Ali Khan who gave 
away his extensive property at Alipur as a free gift, 
to Warren Hastings for his kindness and attention 
to him during his three years’ exile after his de- 
thronement by Mir Kassim. The estates of the- 
Governor-General wvre sold in three lots; the pro- 
perty in lot 1 1 inch. (led “ a house with the large* 
lank or exceiuMU, wmor.” This apparently refers tO’ 
Ha slings I louse. 

The original house is the central building with 
its portico; the side wings are later additions. This, 
is the little house wdiich Mrs. Fay describes as “ a 
perfecL Thjou.” In thi.s house, then c.all:;-d the 
Alipur Gardens. Wiirreri Ha:':iing.s lived wivii his 
se(“ond wife, tlie celebmted Aladam Tmho/f, to wliom 
he was passionately devoted. He had planted 
cinnamon and other valuable trees on the grounds 



whicli i.o lip.d liijJ. oiit v, IxM-.i! i"iii]y. Tlio build- 
ing i:s ^puc iuiis grixiiKi:^ negieciod io!' many 
years aid presi'Meil a :::< ■ai;c-::<)l\ slaio o^' tiecay and 
desolation up till 1901 when it, was bought for 
■CoTernnu-rr.t by Lord Gurzon and converted into a 
•Siau' ( i .’or Indian Princes and Nobles. 



In 3908, His Majesty the late Amir Habibnllah 
Khan of Afghanistan stayed at Hastings House 
during his visit to Calcutta. * 
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Lord Curzon made v-ido”- 
improvements to the buildir-..-- i ■■ ; i-' 

above the entrance with the j'. '■ ■i ; 

“ This TIousc known as Has..:' TI ni.':-,.', ■.i-ijinfiTv the 
country seat of Warren Hastings, i. (.ro::'.-!-..; oi Fort 

William in .Bengal, 1774 to 1785. i.-ougl :.i< .'*:a:c Guest- 
House by Lord Gurzon, Viceroy (;-n!.ri or l.U:i (.ra! i.'f indi^ 
in 1901.” 

After the transfer of the Capital from Calcutta 
to Delhi, Hastings House remained unoccupied till 
1916, when it was converted into 8 l■esid('nl,il’l Boys' 
School for the sons of well-to-do ludinn g(.'jii;jeniei.i 
in imitation of an English PublKi School. The 
arrangements were unsuitable and the experiment 
did not prove a success and the school was closed in 
19’20 and the place is again left vacant. 

There is a gh with Hastings 
House. The grej : vi.- - i .:r.. is said to be 
seen driving in a co.;.-=: •i.; me avenue and 

fjn alighting enters and house and is seen in search 
of something. 

Cotton is of opinion that a peculiar corroboration 
of this story !> .o -I i>;. u-tter from Warren 
Hastings to ■ r-'. ’ I :.i • Private Secretary 

Nesbitt Thoi;....p, :i‘i, dated 21st July 

1876 : “ T( pains mo,” he writes, ” to recur to the 
subject of my burciiu. I have not yet received any 
intelligence from you or Larldns about it. You 
cannot conceive my anxiety about it.” The con- 
tents of this bureau were apparently highly prized 
by Hastings. 

The Alipur Observatory. 

This is an important place of interest in iMipur 
from the point of view of the scientist. It is 
approached from S^terndale Road which strikes off 
Alipur Road at the corner of “Woodlands,” the 
Calcutta residence of the Maharajah of Gooch Bihar; 
it is also within easy walk of the Alipur, Behala 
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land Kidderpore t-ra.m lines wliicli can take the visitor 
rroin .Esplanade, Junction in the Maidan to the 
v-icinity of the Observatory. 

The Alipnr Observatory with the Meteorological 
■Office is one of the first class Observatories under the 
■Government of India, Meteorological Department. 
It is in charge of Calcutta, and 

ithe staff consists of : ■ ■ ■.. five Assistant 

Observers, one riir^a tToo/^ Clerk, 

24 Clerks, and ! ■ 

Meteorology . — The principal instruments in use 
■are : a Knudsen Barograph, a Dines Microbaro- 
graph, a Kew Thermograph, a Beckley Anemo- 
meter, a Dines Pressure Tube Anemometer, Beck- 
ley, lleliman Fuses and monthly recording rain- 
gauges, two Omori-Ewing Beismographs , grass and 
ground Thermometers and a Neplioscope. Besides 
these the Meteorological Observatory possesses a 
'Standard Barometer with which on occasions 
comparison with Indian Secondary Standard Baro- 
meter can be made. 

All instruments issued by the Meteorological 
Department in India are tested at this Observatory 
.and their corrections ascertained before they are 
issued to other Observatories for use. 

The Alipnr Observatory possesses a transit 
instrument and gives mean Calcutta time to the 
port and shippir'ig. Three time balls are dropped 
■daily at I p.m. mean time, throughout the year, 

■one on the r-v!. Wil'ie.m, the 

second at t : ■'■ ■ ■■ - ’ Office and the 

third at the ividaerpore Docks. 

A time signal is sent by a “ Time Diffuser ’ 
twice daily at 7 a.m. and.7*p.M. .dandard time to 
the Fort wireless stations whence a broadcasi. wire- 
less signal is transmitted at these hours for the 
benefit of the s-u'p-ning in the Bay of Bengal. The 
Meteorologisi piiblishes daily a Weather Report 
comprising Xonb-Eastern India and ' the Bay of 
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Bengal area and based cn the observations at 
94 stations taken at 8 hours daiiv juid iel-ogi/aplu-d 
diroci to Alira::-. Daily telegrams summarising the 
oioiof'i-oiogicai conditions are sent to various ports- 
rout'd r:ie lla_\ . In times of bad weather or cyclonic 
storms in the Bay of Bengal storm warnings are 
also issued to shipping and to the principal ports 
throughout the area; rain warnings are also issued 
to a large number of irrigation and other offices. 
An arrangement exists whereby direct information, 
can be obtained from ships by wireless. A broad- 
cast wireless r riv'-" g a brief statement of 

meteorological c.v issued daily from this- 

Observatory for the benefit of shipping at sea. 

Kidderpore House. 

Situated in Diamond Harbour Road south of St. 
Stc'phcn’s Church, nnd approached by the Kidder- 
|)or(' iind Hehala rram-car services, is the Royal 
M'ilitiirv Oriliiiiiiiuc standing on extensive grounds. 
If is kr'.own as ihi^ TCidderpore Hou.se and is o£ 
historical iriK'ccrsi a- being ihc country rc.sidc-nce of 
Richard Biirwcll. ilu' I'r-iend and supporter o'" 'Warren 
Hastings, v.bo whh ilie Governor-Genera! I'ormed 
the minority, wiiik* Ihulip Irancis, will'. Colonel 
Monson and (ic'tu'rat Clavering, formed the; 
majority in the Governor-General’s Council. Mr., 
Barwedi belonged to the Bengal Civil Service and was; 
the owner of Writers’ Buildings and of tither- 
extensive estates from which he got a handsome' 
income. His house was famous for its entertain- 
ments and was frequented by every social belle and' 
literary light of that period, and was noted for 
gambling for high stakes. Its ball-room was 
particularly celebrated. After requisite structural 
changes, the house, was utilised as a military 
orphanage, founded bv Major Kirkpatrick in 17S8 for- 
th e benefit of the children of officers and men of the' 
'Bengal establishment. The ball-room was not 
altered and as a relic of old times it is in the words; 
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of Busteed, “ perhaps the otiIy room now remaining 
in Calcutta, in wliich all rlio gi-ace and the comeliness 
were often gathered together. _ What generations of 
exiled feet — ^the gayest and lightest — have not dis- 
ported on this &or. The very lamps and’ wall- 
shade- wlliid; w<;!r hg^!ll‘(l 111 C'e P ff 

r I an- soti.ei :nu:> ! ,, : ! ' ai 

: ■ = ■ 

down on. Who does not wish that they could speak 
of the past and its faded scenes and teli us stories of 
the merry ‘ ladies and gentlemen of the Settlement,’ 
of their frolics and their wooings — their laughter and 
their love.” 

It is said that on the 17th August 1780, on the 
day of the mcmorahlo dnol, Warren Hastings and 
Philip I'rancis mer a! 5 a.m. near this house. The 
site is close to where the road to Alipur was crossed 
by ai: aveniie of iri'cs .-laiding a walk in the grounds 
oi' Th;!v(-(li'r( I loi;<^e. A> ii. w:-.- uelirly time for people 
to go out for their morning ride, a more secluded spot 
was selected. Dr. Busteed has identified the 
northern heundnry of the present premises No. 5', 
Alipur head ;>s !i;c piace wh.oiT- l-u' dval was fought. 
Both opponents stood at I I- |);u-e.- -.Jislanco' and fired 
simultaneously. Francis was shor ih rough the 
shoulder and dropped. His own house was some 
way off. He was therefore carried to Major Tolly’s 
1 louse (Belvedere). 

^ Kidderpore Docks. 

TCiddcrpore is noted for it? extensive docks where 
raosl of i!: - e.'.’norl ri'arU' of r-'.e porr is carried on and 
whei-e .se:!-goin£i- \'e.<-e!.< are licrfhed for repairs. 
Extensive addition.? to the Port Commissioners’ 
proper!-, io.s have recenllv l)o('n inaugurated and the 
'King Gcoi'ge’s Dock will soim be completed and will 
be one of the most up-to-date places of its kind. A 
time ball is dropped claiiy nt 1 p.m. from the clock 
tower sifuaied nci>r the lock entrance of the Kidder- 
ppre Dock-. 
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OTTAPTER XT. 

EiVcursio7is on the River cmd hy Train Services or 
Motor-cars. 

The vicinity of Cisiciiii:; provulc.s liiiiiilc niiitciiiil 
for excursions. .Phicc.-r ain lu- visiii'd oiflK'!' by inoio:- 
■car, railway tr.-jin or hy liio i-Lncm-. Tiio cisiior i.o 
Calcutta must hot outit an c.-< ■/ 

historical river, ir is a most i- , 

•trip and the cheapest and ■■ ■ s- ■ 

from Calcutta to the Royal Botanical (iardens. Tne 
Port Commissioners maintain an efficient service of 
.steam launch ferries, plying between Calcutta and 
Uttarpai'a up the river to the north of Howrah and 
to Uluberia and Bajganj down the river. These 
ferry steamers start fro?" G-hat for trips 

down the river. For ■ :he^ river the 

steamers start from Bun: !i / -(i . Visitors can 

take short excursions up and down the river and visit 
any of the 1‘ollowmg places of iidcix'sl . shorf. uote.^ on 
which are given, There is aho a -cciiinf'i' service 
between Chanrlpal Ghat and Kiddernore Docks on 
,11 .. p.i.. ,'V, Telkul tiiiat, h'ainkristopore, 

'' '.I- ■ ■ ■ : ^ on the Howrah side. T.’lic 

ferry steamer' service is half-hourly f)racticc\lly tho? 
whole day. A time table is given in tlie notes on llu' 
Botanical Gardens. 

There are other steamer service" b;* — .-i 

•can enjoy a river trip from (’handp, ' i . . ,i ■ h.' 
gunge and Uluberia. If one ha.s the .n.u 
to spend 24 hours on the river one can do so on 
steamers that ply between Armeiiia.n Ghat in 
Calcutta and Tamliik, Kola Ghat and 0!?!’ (al oti llir 
Rupnarayan river in the district of .Midiia.nur. or 
between Burra Bazar Ghat and Al=eri'nili-ah Char 
Calcutta to Kalna up tire Bhagirathi river in the' 
•district of Burdwan. 

N.B. — Kalna Court is a railway station on the East Indian 
Eailway (Bandel-Barharwa Branch) and the train can be used for 
the return journey. In the samp way Kola Ghat Station on the 
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Bengal Kagpur Eiiilway may be utilised. None of these steamers 
cater for any rci'reslmu'Tiis. food or tea. They must be arranged 
for by the 'passengers themselves. These trips can only be 

■ (1 ; 1 ■■ ■’ ' ’*'17 -’■-y r.nd are best 

■■■ the train. 

iniirnoy during summer months is not pleasing. The new- 
conier' -sl'.ouid not attempt this strip in his itinerary. 

The following, stations are down the nver : — 
The Royal Botanical Grardens, Sibpur. 

The Botanical Garden was founded by the East 
India Company in 1786 and is still popularly called 
r IJ-rjl: or Ti, wp.s planned and laid 

Oi:i i:>y ti'.o oc!;. led l.oi-i ieiiii iiri.-i . Col. Robert Kyd, 
v>lio owiu'd Cu': i'na.se ijr'-.i .L't.i-.icn at Bhalimar near 
the present Ruginceririo- Ooiiege, Now only the 
name Shalimar m' the once beautiful spot. 

Botanical Garden lies opposite Garden Reach and a 
trip to it by the river is a most pleasant experience, 
but the visitor can also arrive by car t'rom Howj.-ah. 
From the landing stage on the rivir one enters the 
garden through a long straight avenue of palms. 
One of the chief attractions in the garden is the 
famous Banyan tree whicli is said to be the largest 
in India. The tree covers about a thousand feet of 
ground in c'hvmrnVronce and has nearly two hundred 
ii.'id ■'illy iicrii!i rooLs. 

, When Bishop Heber visited the gardens, he 
wrote : “ It is not only a curious but picturesque and 
’ d -cene, and more perfectly answers 

. ■ ■ • ■' Paradise, except that it is on a dead 

-r I than any thing I ewer saw.” 

i ii: • :■! is a most important botanical 

collection. The Superintendent’s bungalo'w on the 

mVor bppp II, (jPi p,,,.!. 

i'i ■■ '■ ■ ; ■■ e capture of this Fort in 
C ■■■ ■ ■ -b; ■ ■ ■;- made the Ca if- III la iieople 

■ I .■ ■■■■■. ditch, a- ;■ prolcctive 

measure against invasion. This gairlcu is of 
academic interest as the place where the experiment 
of introducing tea from China was successfully per- 
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forv"’.'^ r"-! plant from South ikmerica 

■■., - ■.■■■■ ; _rowii. 

The Ferry Steamer for the Botanical Gardens 
leaves Chandpal Ghat near High Court and lands. 
r- -f ^he Botanical Gardens. The steamer 

■ ~ i , .■ Ghat at 6 a.m., 7-46 a.m., 9-30 a.m., 

I : ' . ■ V. .1., 2-46 p.M,, 4-30 P.M. and 6-10 p.m. 

it leaves the Botanical Gardens at 6-53 a.m., 8-38. 
A.M., 10-23 A.M., 1-36 P.M., 3-38 p.m., 6-23 p.m. and 
7 p.m. First Glass fare is 4 annas and Second Glass, 
fare 1 anna. The time table is liable to periodic 
variations. 

Matiaburj or Garden Reach. — Tins place can be 
reached in about forty minutes from Gliimdpal Ghat,, 
being noariy lh(; jniie-.', I’.-^.Vi V. It was here that the 
l:ss: King o.' Oud!; K^ided on an allowance from the 
British Governmui:; . Sour of the descendants of 
the King still live here. The old palace, and the 
Shahi Imambara, on the maiA road, near the 
Bengali Bazar, T ’lluminations 

are very fine du-' .. : ■ Muharram. 

There is a large •• ^ '• “■■■ First class, 

fare 6 annas. 

Rajabagan. — This small village is situated' 
Uvinrly si\ mile.- from Ghnndpnl Oho,t. There is a 
.slnp-biiiidi.ng yar-l hei-c? iinJ the Ciive Mills whore 
conon goods are n amiihctiired. 'I'hoi'C are also the- 
iiny.;- Ivrichi’.elds o’.Mieii by the Pui.'lic Woilcs Deparf- 
meui. ’ .hirst class fare 6 annas. 

Rajgunge. — This piano i.^ reached in an hour 
and ten minutes and .is lioarK- eigln miles from 
p- y • ■''...uj,,,. 

■ ' i ■ ) . M) ■ e '.j li'I'is 

and i)nclc-lield.s. Steamers leave Chandpal Ghat at 
6-00, 7-.10. -10-00, and 11-25 a.m. and 1-00, 2-30, 
4-00, 6-40 and 7-16 p.m., and for the return journey 
they leave B- 'rmr-- 6 rr. 7 . 1 - 5 , 8..50 and 11-26 
A.M. and at I *''.2 LO and 6-66 f*.M. First 

class fare 6 annas. 
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The following stations arc. up pie river : — 

Cossipore . — '.'P 1 ■ i .> t >] <• -.-e i s i i »';] r1 y three miles from 
BniTa' Bazar (iiun-, v/iii<::i is sirLuiiCrd on the Strand 
bank, imniediiUely to tne nor:!' r,:’r!:lta erd 

of Howrah Bridge and ihe ;.■! .:»■ o; o-,:-. i; 

There is a giin factory, sugar ,e :■■■; •i-,: r - 

-of jute press houses as well as the temples ot the 
goddesses Chitteswuri and SarvaTnangala.. First 
■class fare 3 annas. It is reached in 30 minutes. 

Cossipore Gun and Shell Factory. — An interest- 
ing nlircc for visitors. The factory is situated on the 
hrmks of iho .I'loogniv hiiv is most conveniently, visited 
■by motor-cars. It was first established in 1801. On 
the way to Cossipore by road on* r j'''-v.”yh th'' 
ancient village of Ohitrapur nov’ < i '■') 

the temple of Chittra .Hehi v -. •- ip: i 

human sacrifices. Muhammad Eeza Khan, popninriv 
known as the Chitpur Nawab, to whon ilic .ir.ierjiui 
administration of Bei\gal was entrusrod. by ihe T'.inst 
India Conipaiiy, lived in this locality. Just beyond 
riiitjuir Bolict' Station a cross mad rnn=; west to the 
(inn and Sludl I’aciory. The main (.•ntrance faces 
;.soull!. and i.s adorned wiili Royal a.nns in gold, above 
a shield lu'a.ring gun carriages arid liu' motto “ Sua. 
tela tonanti. ” • " 

Kutighat. — This station is nearly four miles 
from Burra Bazar Ghat and is reached in forty 
minutes. It was an old-time Dutch Settlement. 
There are jute mills in the vicinity. A first class 
ticket costs 4 annas. 

Just opposite Kutighat on the east bank of the 
river is* Belur Ghat. 

* Bally — Is reached in fifty-five minutes. Fares 
■same as above. 

• ■ ■ *trttarpara. — This place is reached in one hour. 


* For descriptive notes, see page 141. 
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Sibtala. — ^This place is nearly seven miles from 
Burra Bazar and is reached in one hour and ten 
minutes. There i« p hne temple o^‘ Siva in the 
vicinity cp'U^.I I) :/;/i./i=''^?r'T and a place o; pilgrimage 
of the Hindus. There is another temple known as- 
Rani Bnshmoni temple where Ra.ni Krishna Dev, 
the rounder of the Ram Krishna Mission, Belur- 
Math monastr-'y. \ days. A _ garden here 

belonging to ■ •)■./ ■ Raj family is said to 

have been the retreat of Lord Clive, where he sought 
rest from his work. First class fare is 4 annas. 


The following places can be reached hy railway 
tram nr hy motor-cars : — 

On the Eastern Bengal Railway are Dum-Dum,. 
Bairackpur and Titagarh. The trains start from 
Sealdah Station and there is almost an hourly 
service between Calcutta and Barraclfpur, night and 
day. Opposite the main Sealdah Station entrance 
will be noticed the memorial obelisk in honour of the 
officers and men of the Eastern Bengal Railway who- 
fell during the world war. 


Dum-Dum, — ^Is a little over four miles from 
Calcutta. It is a military station of old standing. 
Tradition speaks of a fort and of a robber stronghold 
there. It was the headquarters of the Bengal 
Arfi'Hory nnd is still an important criutoumc;)(.. and 
is iho .-ire seloclod for tlm Cnlculta i.io’-o:'iroii:o. It 
was once the favourite country residence o.f Clive, 
imri iiis old house can be seen on the west side of 
Dum-Dum road in a large neglected compound. 
The old ' officers’ mess but is now 

unoccupii ; and part of its ground 

floor has ■ .:.■ = ■■■! I ; ■‘•v-. The old clnb can be 
seen a litric beyond Uiivc’s house and also the Church 
of St. Stephens with its beautiful compound and old 
memorial tablets and monuments. 


Dum-Dum contains many private gardens- 
beionging to Indian gentlemen which arc largolv used 
for picnics. 
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Tittagarh — Is 13 miles from Sealdah on the 
Eastern Bengal Eailway. It is also accessible by 
road. The village has the usual look of an 
old decayed husti. It was once the stronghold 
of thugs, or professional murderers who used to 
idecoy travellers and kill them by a most skilful 
process of strangling. They were a terror to the 
people. In the 19th century a special police depart- 
ment was formed and under Colonel Sleeman a 
cordon of troops gradually closed down on them and 
i)i.'oko !i|).i!:e- gang in Bengal and Central India. It 
WHS that thugs were composed of hereditary 

robbers and murderers who belonged to a secret 

society and l p;’- • ‘ E ’i . ! ■ - 3sy)cctive 

of their bei' ^ o- M • . • •• : “The 

■Confessions of a Thug ” by Meadows Taylor, is a^n 
instructive romance and throws a flood of light on 
the Thuggy system and on India generally at the 
time just preceding the Sepoy Mutiny of 18u7. 

Tittagarh has got a number of paper and jute 
mills. In the 18th century it could bon at of a dock- 
yard. The “ Countess of Sutherland,” a ship of 
1,446 tons, was launched here. It was on the bank 
of the Hooghly near Tittagarh factory that Job 
Charnock dramatically rescued from the funeral pyre 
the beautiful young Hindu widow whom he after- 
wards married. This burning ghat is still in use. 

Barrackpur — ^Is a military cantonment about 
14 miles from Calcutta and can be reached by train 
■or motor-car. At Barrackpur there is a Government 
Ilonse standing in a henutifnl park to the greater 
portion of which the public arc allowed. It is used 
by His Excellency the Governor as a week-end 
resort. 

The Government House is picturesquely 
■situated on the river bank. Lord AVr;ll.:i>U.v\- wanic'd 
to transfer the capital here and lu-.d ;■.(*■ u-.'. liv begun 
building a Government House, when orders to the 
■contrary were received from Kmgland. In the park 
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under a fine taniariud tree is a polygonal enclosure- 
within which is a white marble monument to Lady 
Canning who is buried here. The drive by road is- 
qnite. pleasant and the river trip mo=t onjoynblo. 
There are fine golf links, a race course a no \Uv ifsii.;:! 
station club. The Mutiny of 1857 first broke out 
here. Its popular and original name is Chanak. 
The — --v— derived from its having 

large : ' . barracks since 1778. 

On the Eaat Indian Railway are Lillooah,. 
Belur, Bally, Uttarjiara, Eishrn. Rerr.mnoi’o. Chand- 
('.'■n.'gorc. CV:i;i.-'’.'i;li . TTooghly j’.nd Ibnidci, '.vhich last 
i-, 8(i r!Uii.s !'‘oi!; Mow’-;!'' Sliition. There is a good' 
service of local trains the whole day bet--, .-:-n TTowri>:i 
and I'knidel -Tunction, so tliat all the stations ineiirion- 

ed above can be eas'"' -I. f’--*- y , TTooghly 

and Bandel can also i _ "■ ■ from the- 

>ei!!d:ii! Snirion in ' in that 

event get down at Naihati Junction Station on the 
E. B. idy, and then cross over in a country boat to- 
Chinsurah or better still take the tntin fi’oni Xaih.-di 
Junction to Bandel Junction on -i I '.ii-i Indian 
Bailway, crossing the river by the fine E. I. By, 
bridge across the Hooghly. The train stops 
at Hooghly Ghat Station.' almost at the foot 
of the famous Imamhara conqjound. and terminates 
at the Bandel Junction Sratioi-. A beautiful 
panoramic view of Chinsui'ah, Hooghly and' 
Bandel can be obtained from the railway bridge, 
which itself is also a fine feat of engineering, span- 
ning the river Hooghly with only a twin pier near 
the centre. It is known as the Jubilee Hvifi'erin 
Bridge. 

Starting early from Sea-ldah, tea and chota hazri 
can be taken at Bandel and the return journey to 
Howrah accomplished by lunch time. At the- 
Howrah Station waiting rooms, with good sanitary- 
arrangements and baths are provided for passengers^ 
and refreshment rooms for meals. 
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.V.7?. ■■■ I'l ii'u r.s'it'.di-l a ‘ icx-a c:l':arry onrs be engaged 

()!i Jii- '. O';: !"-r‘i s', siorti :■■)•■ -Jifo.: c i- r-i-.i!- ivni 

be ■ ..;.>!(! i'-o i;!,i l^ar.dei liscrit.- tbo ll(H,ghiy 

1 : MTf'v- i litM'o i'e V. :!. -zo l i \\s:r li e T)iu!isl’ niid 

if! Ch!:;s;-.vi\h aiwl j-oiilvr. i« fJ r(i I fiieii 
.lliiilv.i V . ,1 l.c can si'.'O (■['■.rain for \.iio nov.ti. ■,o;i:Tiiy aL 

. ''hi! ii'i!. i.;i: n-coji’Tnin-dt-c! ay ii !',i< go!: 

a. y a:.'.! n < .. ber.ior 

C“(iii:|':'' ■:! V.' a;: iooir:. ’I'lnis i -'c visnov v.'il , ( \c- i>,'> 

<‘.i!i ir.ibyc- ;iiC laiMcri ib-iiijai Ibiilwny ■■I'Oiii S( i ( it n CulciiMii 
ui- liiL- Lnyi Imc.;;::: J.iabv.jiy in .Ilo-.wa'' for irc jouinoy v> 
Bandel, but the return journey he is recomnji.r.dei! :o uiko the 
East Indian Railway route to Howrah Static-i;. lie oai; break 
journey en route for two hours at Serampore ruMi I {■.'■ !■!!. 'l■■t•or !1 

.■SerinT.|.!«n' ih'.i'V.ay Station ticca gharries v.;o ;:,;ke ib.e 
i,^' :l:i; Cl.' i>:e s.oi; Church and thence to l?i'!!iii,. f.-.-.m v.oerty 
afi/-;' g '.••e l.••aces of interest there the .raii; can i.e I'l.ar-dcd 

f..!- llo:-.,-;.. . 

Thus in oiie day from early morninpr, when the 
tourist nt ?^oaldah to innch time, when lie 

returns i.o Rov. Ciih, he can finish the iTispection ot 
all places of interest on the E. I. Ry. 

If he is not pressed for time, he can take them 
jiiecemeal, starting' from Howrah station in the 
jnorjiings or the aftei^noons and returning by Sealdah 
station or Howrah station ms lie h'kc.s. He can 
also spend a week-end at one of tlie liotels in the 
French .soMlornc-nt of Ohandernagore and get an idea 
of Erenc:i in i::ie J’’.mst. 

Lillooah — Is three miles from Howrah on the 
Grand Trunk Road and is also the same distance 
by train. It is a pretty little garden city planned 
and ow'ned by the East Indian Railway Company^ 
and has a club, an institute for Railway employees, 
golf links, bowling green, fishing tank and other 
recreation grounds. It is the lieadquarters of the 
E. I. Railw'ay Carriage and Wagon Department and 
lias la.rge workshops attached to it in which nearly 
10.000 men find employment. 

Contiguous to Ijillooah is the village of Belur, 
It is noted Cor the monastery on the river bank 
founded by Sri Ram Krishna Paramahangsha. 
It is called the Belur Math and is near the 
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Belur Steamer Ghat on the river. In its compound 
can be seen the monument raised over the place 
where Swami Vivekananda was cremated. The 
monastery is reached by a road on the right hand 
side of the Grand Trunk Road about a quarter of 
a mile beyond the Lillooah railwiiy settlement. It 
■is reached ino.st conveniently by I'eri-y steamer from 
Burra Bazar Ghat. 

Bally — ^Is about five miles from Howrah by rail 
nr road and has a landing slag: which can be reached 
by the river from the TJui'ra- Ihizai- Ghat in Calcutta. 

It is a place of residence of a large number of 
Brahmins and was a seat of Sanskih- iearning and 
.a flourishing village when Calcutta was founded. It 
is one of the places whore in 1776, with a wail and 
imprecation against the East H.!’" ^''’rr)r;ny 
terror-stricken Brahmins crying .T- r U:h 
into r'r:>* rmrl r-'f' of purification 

• '-i*'. :• » 'b:'" o’ rbe execution 

of i\unaa Rumar. Tnere are jute mills and a 
number of brick fields here. 

ITttarpara — ^Is the next station about nine miles 
‘distant from Howrah. It is noted as a place of 
residence of high caste Hindu Brahmin zemindars 
and rt one time formed the northern part of Bally 
beyond rhe Rriilah or creek enr-d .7?:”:. hence 

the name Uttarpnra (nort\' "* i: . I; i- the 
residence of the fiirnily of a celebrated zemindar 
Babn dai Kisl'-en .Xinhlicrjce who founded the 
T.'ltarpar;; Lib.'-ery wiiieh was carefully looked after 
by his de.=;c(!ndanT., Raia Poary Mohan Mukherjee, 
<3.s.i., M.A., B.L., who took great interest in 
•education. 

Rishra — ^Adjacent to Scramporc within the 
compound of the Hastings Mills is the old “ Rishra 
House,"' ^ the country seat of Warren Hastings, 
where his wife used to be sent for a change of air 
or when her prese^r- was not considered 

•expedient. It is ■. i while going along 
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the river its green velvet lawns and venerable trees; 
give it the appearance of an English country seat, 
“ Some of the trees of the ancient mango avenue are 
sr.i'i 10 iaive been planted by the lair hands of 
Marian herself.”* 


Serampore — ^Is about 12 miles from Howrah 
Station by rail. It is situated just opposite Barrack- 
pore and can be reached from the river by special' 
arrangement but not by the: iisnr.i ferry service which 
terminates at Uttarpara. Ii. was originally a Danish 
settlement and called rrodcricsnagoro after 
Frederick V of Denmark. It used to be a prosperous 
settlement until the formation of silt in the river 


nsade it irnporsihlo for the Danes to do any profitable- 
business there and in 1845, it was sold to the British 
for 12 lakhs. At one time it used to be a favourite- 
holiday resort of Calcutta people. The principal 
places of interest are the church and the college. 

The church was built by th-^ D.^ne.s in 1805^ 
and Lord Wellesley is said to '■,■! 'hi (! a, 

thousand rupees partly to help a good cause and also- 
” to enjoy the view of a distant steeple from Govern- 
!'■■ ■ ■' L: ■■ .v.-r ” The T.nnding Ghat faces this. 

.‘V' . |- v. ■ S-. i Carey, Marshmau 

and Ward, the three Baptist Missionaries, settled in 
1799 and set up their, printing press. It was here 
that the first Bengali newspaper, dictionary and. 
translation of the scriptures were published. “ The 
Friend of India,” now incorporated with the* 
“ Statesman,” first saw light at Serampore. 

The College was founded in 1818 and built in- 
1821, the style of architecture being Grecian. One 
can see Dr. Carey’s chair, crutches and old pulpit, 


* Most of the old trees hriv-r- ^irfortmatoly been cut down. 
There is a tablet on the wall v-. the Hi.shra llouse, al present 
occxipied by the Manager of ■I;.-:- Tl:i.>i ings .MiJl, v.-bich has :bp 
following inscription: — “ ir.ou.so and Estate including 

originally 60 more bighas of lai:-.! 10 i!;o north hnown as ll;e 
Rishra Bagan or Garden, v.-.i;. from 1.730— 17c4, the property of 
Warren Hastings, Governor- General of Fort Wiiliam in Bengal."" 
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and portraitK of Caroy and Ward and one supposed 
to be of Madam Grand by Zoffany. Dr. Marslinaan 
visited Copenhao'cn and in 1827 obtained a Eoyal 
Charter Cor tlie (College. When Roraniporc v^as 
transferred to the English, the rights oonfciTCi! 
under the Charters were r ■ ■ ’1 - ^ ■ 

can still confer degrees—' ■ ■ ■ ■ . c 

but not actually made use of except for the 
Degrees of Divinity. The Serampore College is 
affiliated to the (’alciitta University up to the B. A. 
Standard. 

• In Serainpore near the settling tanks and 
filtering beds of the Howrah Water Works are two 
buildings of interest for the visitor. One called, the 
Aldeen House, now used by the engineers of the 
M’ater Works, was the favourite residence of the 
Rev. David Brown, Provost of the College of Port 
William. The other is what is known as Martyn's 
Pagoda. The name is given to it after Henry 
Martyn who in 1806 was given this place by Mr. 
Brown, to live in as he wanted a place of perfect 
retreat where intrusion even from servants could be 
avoided. l^Ia.rtvn, while waiting for an appointment 


as a cliaplain ’:]• r.-^d trying to forget a 

<]naker girl wl . | his heart, placed an 

organ in the I':,, i. n-.: -.'i I to pray with great 


fervour till the vauitea shrine resounded with his 
voice and his heart in his own words j'cjoiced at the 
thought “ that the place where devils were wor- 
shipped had now become Christ’s oratory.” After 
the death of Air. Brown the property changed luinds 
and this sanctified retrea.t was utilized for the profane 
object of being used as a di^illery and produced 
bottles of rum of the Pagoda Brand, well known in 
their time. After the undertaking was closed the 
building: once more fell into disrepair and w'-as 
crumbling into ruins when Lord Curzon restored it. 
The story connected with the original idol of the 
Pagoda is interesting. It is said to be made out of 
stone which formed the door step of the house of the 


Viceroy of Gonr. The stone Tnirr.cuior.>1y floated 
.down to the river bank and rested ()j>|;(<siio i!i.is place 
where an image of Eadhaballav w:is ciU Ncd oi-t of it 
-and was housed in this Pagoda. As the river by its 
erosions showed a ton don cy to crptoach the 
shrine .Radhabaliav was ■.■on'.L!\a:i: iu a .'low temple 
because the Brahmins w ho aticaidod liie si; cine could 
not receive any gifis: or ineals according to their 
religion within 300 feet of the river bank. 

Rath Jatra or the “ Car Pestival ” wdricb takes 
place about the middle of July every year is largely 
.attended at Serarnpore. Nearly 40,000 people visic 
ilio f'lacc' and many vie with each other in giving a 
iiand in pnliii-g i.ho ponderous Car of. Jagannath ’’ 
in its annual sojourn through the Grand Trunk 
Boad. The visitors can inspect this huge car 
.at any time for it is kept on the roadside till 
the next car festival season comes round. The 
B era m pore car is better made and is nearly as big 
as I bo la I nous car of Jagannath at Puri. Ticca 
gliari'io.s are available at the Bail way station for 
twelve atmas per hour or by contract to take the 
visitor round to all places of interest at Serarnpore 
and Bishra. 

Chandernagore — ^Is 21 miles from Howrah. It is 
the only remnant of a foreign European settlement 
-on the banks of the river Hooghly. It is a French 
settlement and has a Governor and his necessary 
administrative officers and men. The “ Hotel-de- 
Ff ance ’ ’ and the ‘ ‘ Thistle ’ ’ are well patronised by 
visitors from Calcutta for week-ends. The settler 
merit is memorable for the stubborn defence of Fort 
Orleans against the English. The English occupied 
it several times and finally relinqnished it in 1817. 
Chandernagore was the home of the celebarated 
Madam Grand who was destined to bear the palm 
for beauty not only by the Ganges but by the 
Seine.” In the old French cemetery the mortuary - 
•chapel of her family can be seen inscribed with the 
.name ” Werlee.” At the age of fifteen Catherine 
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Noel Weriee married a young English writer of 
Swiss origin named George Eran9ois Grand, and' 
removed to Calcutta where she became a great 
favourite in high society. She lived in a house in 
Alipore Lane and within twelve months became the 
heroine of a cause celebre against a member of the 
Council, and after a lapse of several years appeared 
in Paris as the wife of Prince Telleyrand (Vide 
page 86). 

Ohinsurah — ^Is 24 miles from Howrah. It was 
an old Dutch settlement and got in exchange for 
Sumntrn by the ’Briti-^h in 1824. The fort and the- 
Govenimoni. llon.~(' were demolished and English 
l)arriic.ks consiriicu (i in i l.eir place. All that remains 
oF Port Gustavus is a slab in the Commis- 
sioner’s house inscribed with the monogram V. 0. C. 
and anno domini 1087. The visitor should see the 
old quaint Danish Church built in 1767. There is 
an older church dating from 1696. It belongs to the- 
Armenians and is dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 
The old Dutch and Armenian cemeteries are also- 
worthy of notice. 

The Hooghly College is located in a fine building 
which originally belonged to the Erench General 
Perron. Chinsurah is the headquarters of the 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division. 

Hooghly Imambara. 

Nearly twm miles above Chinsurah is Hooghly 
— once famous as the most pro.sperous port on the 
river wdrich derived its nanic from it. The most 
interesting place to visit here is the ImambarOr-r-d, 
Muhammadan place of worship for commemorating 
the martyrdom of TTuseyn. the grandson of the 
Prop!"; or ilu ha I'M Iliad and son of his successor Hazrat 
All. 'I’ho imnosii’g edihc;'- has a pair of central 
niv.’U's -,i!|>Morting a clock. The grand quadrangle 
/ris.'de is v.c-l! wortli a visir. The puipii. .ind its sides 
are covered virh plates of silver and Ibo \mi11s of the 
hall and porrico r.ro oriiamor'.ted wiT!'. bc.ldly (■arved 


verses of the Quran. The Imamhara is maintained 
from the funds of tlie bequest of the Tate Haji 
Muharnmed Mohsin, who died in 181-2 and left a vast 
fortune dedicated to works of charities. 

The annual Muharram celebrations are held at 
this Imamhara for 10 da-ys and tliousands of poor 


people are fed and given pro.scnt.s. The whole 
building is illuminated in iho n': 0 .sij lavish and nriisiiio 
Oriental style. 

Haji Muharnmed Mohsin was a Persian 
merchant belonging to the Shia sect. In early life 
he left home and after years of sojourn and pilgrimage 
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in Arabia, Persia and Central Asia returned to* 
Hooghly to find all liis relatives dead excoptiTig his 
half-sister Mannu Jan Begum. She .iiilioriiod 
from her father and also her husband vast landed 
pjjOperties and wealth which she made over to her 
brollu'i' aiul -peid (he iViuaiiider of her life in prayers 
and iciigioiis tievoiie.i:.-. Mob-iii managed the 
iii; ^roai idn’iiix .M d i:- h.« .-dso like his sister 
!;a(i no lieirs exi:ci;u'(i a Trnsi Deed by which lie- 
left the whole property and its income for the- 
“ Work of G-od and charities ” without restriction of 
caste or creed. Tlu' text of the Deed with an 
English translation can be seen inscribed on the 
northern wall of the hnamham, facing the river. After 
Molisin’s death the Triistocs misinanaged the estate 
;and its income to such an extent that Government 
interference became necessary. In 1836 after a 
P’Vi'' S''’t "•’’'e management was vested' 
'.. I •• ' Bengal. In consultation' 

with leading Muslims, G-overnment decided that the 
resources of the bequest and the income which had 
hccumulnted during the years of litigation should be 
niili.'cd for the advancement of education and' 
inniuteunnco of the religious and charitable institu- 
('ons founded by vi e pious donor. In 1848 the 
pi’esenr ! iiiiini.b(ir‘.i. buildings were planned and 
con'ii’iiciod from the funds by the celebrntcd" 
'Morawal'i, the learned Mon'aii;! Kennnaiali and ih.e 
adioining moscjnc was aD'O ropairial and enlarged. 

The Hooghly College, a non-denoininin iona! 
institution, received generou.s ludp io bring if np to 
the standard of a first grade college. The S udder 
Hospital and Dispensary w^ere substantially 
endowed and is named “ Imambara Hospital ’’ 
where the sick of all communities are treated both 
as indoor aiid outdoor patients. There is also a 
Hnum Dispensary attached to the Imambara where- 
a Hakim^ prescribes treatment for those w^ho prefer 
the Tibbi system of tncdicine. 
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Government further decided that special 
■..■■.iciiiiies should l)o provided for IMiihanimndari ednon.- 
iio]i Jrou! i;ie rmiih niul accord iimiy Lounded rlu' wedU 
known M.()!!Sui. Sciiokir^k-ji^, ihe wide bcnci'aciion oi 
which has reached the remotest corner of educated. 
T^Tuslim community of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

( lOvcnvnuMiu ai-so -nvired iLuslim opinion on the 
Ixvsi moiins oi |•!.■ol!!oriI!g We.sierfi education amongst 
liieir comninsiiiy. Fi was decided to carry on witd 
the v ;- 1'.\ ■■■=” .i -.’ .-y education, but at the 

sam. ■! ■ . i education with it.. 

“ The Madrassah fcJcneme,'’ written by Maulana 
Obaidullali-el- CJfeaidy Siihrawardy, a renowned 
scholar and educationist, was accepted. Accordingly 
four Madrassahs were established in the pro\ in(:o ai; 
Hooghly, Dacca, Chittagong and Bajshahi with an 
Anglo-Persian Department for teaching ordinary 
school curriculum for the University Entrance 
oxnminntion and an Arabic Department for orthodox 
Isliimic .snidic-r. Tl»c:>e iirsi itutions bnre been of 
ihe higliosr Viitue in .'•j 'reading ('.nlighronnieni and 
Westerr, with special Islamic 

culture . ■■ = • M:.' 

The tomb of Haji Muhammad Mohsin and his' 
sister Mannu Jan Begum are within the same- 
mausoleum, in the r»«me+ery of the adjoining 
Imambara garden a. - ■! •• identified as the one 

which has a cupola on it. 

Bandel — ^Is about a mile above Hooghly. The 
East Indian Eailway have an important junction 
station here where tea and liglit refreshments 
can be obtained. There is a noted Portuguese 
Church on the river bank which is the oldest 
Christian place of worship in .Bengal and w-as Con tid- 
ed in 1599. The visitor must engage a ticca (fliarry 
at the railway station .for his trip to and from the 
Cluirch. It generally costs about Be. 1-8. The 
priest still exercises proprietory rights over the 
estates, the rent from which is utilised for the up- 
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keep of the Church. Baude]. though now a 
neglected and mnlnrions piiKre. v.ns m one time 
famous for its dolcchihle rriijnsions, kiuns and deer 
parks and was very much appreciated by people 
froni Galciitta as is evident from the following lines 
from an old copy of the “ Calcutta Gazette ” ; — 

“ Each other place is hot as hell, 

When breezes fan you at Bandel, 

Had I ten houses all I’d sell, 

And live entirely at Bandel.” 
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INDEX OF LOCALITIES ARRANGED 
ALPHABETICALLY WITH PLACES OF 


INTEREST IN EACH. 

Pages on which- 

ALIPORE. descriptiYa 

notes are given„ 

Agri-Horticultural Garden 126 

Belvedere House 124 

Bijay Manzil 123 

Hastings House 127' 

Kidderpore House 131 

Meteorological Observatory 129 

Zoological Gardens 123- 

BOW BAZAR STREET. 

Church of Our Blessed Lady of Dolours 89‘ 

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science . . 109' 

Parsee Eire Temple TS- 

BHAWANEPORE. 

Kalighat Temple 76 

Military Cemetery, Bhawanipore Road 118' 

CANNING STREET. 

Cathedral of Our Blessed Lady of the Rosary ... 88- 

Greek Church of Our Blessed Redeemer 88 

Haji Karbalai’s Imambara 93 

Jewish Synagogue 80" 


CHOWRINGHEE. 

Art Gallery 

Calcutta Cenotaph 

Curzo'to. Statue 

Indian Museum 

OchteHony Monument 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 

The Maidan 

Victoria Memorial • . 


38 

63 

57 

37 

56 

80 

53 

59 ^ 
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Pages on which 
descriptive 
notes are given. 

CLIVE STREET. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce 44 

Cij.stoin ITonsfi 69 

East Indian Railway House 69 

COLLEGE STREET. 

Calcutta University 94 

Medical College 99 

Presidency College 105 

Sanskrit College • 106 

^School of Tropicral Medicine and Institute of Hygiene 

(main entrance Central Avenue) 103 

University Institute 99 

University Laboratory 98 

University Law College . . ’ . . 97 

CORPORATION STREET. 

Corporation Buildings 42 

Municipal Market 115 

CHITPORE ROAD. 

Bari Musjid or the Cathedral Mosque (Lower Chitpore 

Road] ' 92 

Marble Palace (off Upper Chitpore Road or Central 

Avenue) 114 

Tagore Castle (off Upper Chitpore Road) 115 

CORNWALLIS STREET. 

Scottish Churches Institution (Cornwallis Square East) 106 

COUNCIL nor=:i-: s iTiF.r/!-. 

Board of Examiners ivi-.v. ;).■< ■it::'<..il hv Ino.-mc-tax 
Office) . ■ 42 

42 

■ ■ < ■ ■ ■ ■ of Job Charnock ... 81 

Warren Hastings’ town residence in Hastings Street 84 

DIAMOND HARBOUR ROAD, KIDDERPORE. 

Kidderpore House 131 

St. Stephen’s Church gy 
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Pages on which* 
descriptive 
notes are given.. 

DALHOUSIE square. 

Black Hole 64 

Central Telegraph Office 73 

Currency Office 74 

Dalhousie Institute 72' 

General Post Office 62 

Holwell Monument 67 

St. Andrew’s Church 85 

Writers’ Buildings 70 

ESPLANADE ROW WEST. 

High Court 35 

Town Hall 34 

ESPLANADE EAST. 

Curzon Gardens . ' 56 

Ochterlony Monument 56 

Tipu Sultan’s Mosque 92. 

GOVERNMENT PLACE. 

Government House 25 

Office St. John’s Ambulance Association and Red Cross 
Society, 5, Government Place 157 

HARE STREET. 

David Hare's House , 85. 

Metcalfe Hall and Imperial Library 40 

Small Cause Court ■ . 114- 

HOWRAH. 

Bhot Mandir (Ghusery) • 79 

Bengal Engineering College (Sibpur) ...... 112 

Church of Our Lady of Happy Voyage (Cullen Place) 90 

Howrah Railway Station 21 

Howrah Bridge 25- 

Royal Botanical Gardens (Sibpur) . 134 

LOWER CIRCULAR ROAD. 

Calcutta Club 152’ 

Campbell Medical School and Hospital ..... 104 
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Piigi's on which 
(Jp.scripiive. 
notes arc given. 

Parsee Tower of Silence (BKlia<xh.ntia, off Lower 

Circular Road) 

Presidency General Hospital 159 

Race Course gg 

Sealdah terminus Station of Eastern Bengal Railway 138 

'Station Military Hospital Hg 

■St. James’ and St. Teresa’s Church 87 

Scottish and English Cemetery lig 

UPPER CIRCULAR ROAD. 

Bose’s Research Institute 110 

Jain Temple of Pareshnath (in Halsibagan) .... 77 

Lilly Cottage Ill 

'Office of Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works Hi 

University College of Science 98 

MISSION ROW. 

General Claverings and Colonel Monson’s House . . 76 

Old Mission Church 85 

METCALFE STREET (off Bowbazar Street). 

Parsee Fire Temple 79 

PARK STREET. 

Asiatic Society of Bengal 38 

Pour Old Cemeteries 116 

Freemasons’ Hall 157 

St. Xavier’s College 107 

STRAND ROAD (North end beyond Howrah Bridge). 133 

Burra Bazar Steamer Ghat and Bathing Ghats, on 

Strand Bank Road 25 & 133 

His Majesty’s Mint 31 

Mahanto’s Ghat- . 6 

Nimtollah Burning Ghat 118 

STRAND ROAD (South end). 

Baboo Ghat 51 

-Calcutta Rowing Club Boat House . . .... 61 


Pages oti which' 
descripfcive 
notes are given. 


01iaiidf)al Gluu 49 

Dharamsala 51 

Eden Gardens 48 

Fort William 28" 

Gwalior Monument . . . . -52 

Lascars’ War Memorial .......... 52' 

Outram Ghat . . 51 

Prinsen’s Ghat 52- 

Volunteer Head-quarters and Swimming Baths ... 51 

TOLLYGUNGE. 

Old Cemeteries and Palaces of the descendants of 

■Tipu Sultan 121 

Tollygunge Club and Calcutta Royal Golf Club . . 122 

WELLESLEY STREET. 

Calcutta Madrasah (Wellesley Square north) . . . 106' 


GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING TRAMS, TIOGA 
GHARRY AND TAXI HIRES. 

Tram Oars from all parts of the town pass through or 
terminate at Esplanade Junction at the top of Chowringhee Road 
adjoining Curzon Gardens and the High Oouxt adjoining the- 
Eden Gardens and the Strand Road South. 

The fare on Tollygunge and Kalighat cars are As. 2-6, on 
all others As. 1-9. Through tickets transferring at different 
Junction stations are available at As. 3. 

Gharry Hire, 1st Class : Re. 1-8 Ist hour. As. 12 every hour 
or part of an hour. As. 8 per mile, As. 6 per every succeeding 
mile or part of a mile. 

2nd Class Phaetons : Re. 1 1st hour. As. 8 every hour or 

E art of diii'" h-. -.n-. 2nd Class Bund Gharry: As. 14 1st 

our, A^. 8 (-vi-ry or part of an hour. 3rd Class Bund 
Gharry: .\s. P. 1.-.! \ :.\v. As. 6 every additional hour or part of 
an hour. 

Taxis, As. 10 Mr mile, As. 2 for every additional 5th mile. 
Waiting charges Re. 1-14 per hour or As. 2 for every four 
minutes. Extra charge of As. 6 for each additional person above- 
2 passengers. 


Buses, As. 4 per passenger. 
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APPENDIX. 

PLACES OF AMUSEMENT. 

CINEMAS. 

1. Albion Theatre, .4, Corporation Street, Phone Calcutta 

1661. 

2. Crsrr'.rA Co.. Cn \nd Opera House, 7, Lindsay Street, 
Pi'.ino O.'ilculir. 1671. 

•3. Cornwallis Theatre, 138, Cornwallis Street, Phone Cal- 
cutta 3040. 

4. ELPHiNSTOipi Picture Palace, Corporation Place, Phone 

Calcutta 2784. 

.5. Kipdebpore Cinema. 131-2, Circular Carden Reach Road, 
Phonti Calcutta 1582. 

■6. PrcruRE House, 19, Chowvinghee Road, Phone Calcutta 
3139. 

7. Phcbnix Picture Theatre, 150. Lower Chitpore Road, 
Phone Calcutta 3863. 

:8. Ripon Theatre, 38, Maclma Bazar Sti’eet, Phone Calcutta 
1844. 

THEATRES. 

Hindtistani. 

1. Alfred Theatre, 91, Hai-rison Road. Phone Calcutta 1544. 
'2. Corinthian Theatre, 5, Dhuramtola Street, Phone Cal- 
cutta 1273. 

English, 

3. Empire The.atre, Chowringhee Place. Phone Calcutta 877. 
-4. Globe Oint:ma Co., Grand Opera House, 7, Lindsay Street, 

Phone Calcutta 1571. 

Bengali. 

5. Minerva Theatre, 6, Beadon Street, Phone Calcutta 354. 

6. Monmohan Theatre, 68, lieadon Sl.reet. Phone Calcutta 

1717. 

7. Star Theatre, 79-3-3, Cornwallis Street, Phone Calcutta 

1139. 

PRINCIPAL CLUBS. 

1. Albert Club, “ Grosvenor House Larkin’s Lane, Phniie 
Calcutta 3672, 

Bengal Club, 33, Chowringhee Road, Phono Calcutta 4406 
(2 Lines). 


t 
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PRINCIPAL (JLV'&^.—iContinued.) 

.3. Bengal United Service Club, 29, Chowringhee Road, 
Regent 108. 

4. Calcutta Club, 241. Lower Circular Road, Phone Calcutta 
933. 

.5. Delta Club, 4, Kyd Street, Phone Calcutta 4342. 

>6. JoDiTPtTR Club (Golf), Gharia Hat Road, Dhakuria, 
I’iione Galciiiita. 451. 

7. New Club, 38, Chowringhee Road, Phone Calcutta 61, 

8. Royal Calcutta Golf Club, Calcutta Maidan and 

Tollygunj, Phone Calcutta 2788. 

9. Royal Calcutta Turf Club, 11, Russel Street, Phone 

Calcutta 5653 (2 Lines.) 

10. Saturday Club, 7, Wood Street, Phone Calcutta 554, 

11. Tollygunj Gymkhana Club, Phone Calcutta 5907. 

12. MrNT\"”Pu p-'-TT. RAN’or.. Junction of Lower Circular 

l\’()!;il iuij 

13. Freemasons’ Hall, 19, Park Street, Phone Calcutta 689. 

14. Bbtttsh India Rnctni-tb-s’ Club, 2. Royal Exchange Place, 

Pin me Ca.h'utta 207. 

15. Oj''Fick nr St. John’s Ambulance Association and Red 

Cross Society, 5, Government Place, Calcutta. 

HOTELS. 

1. Bristol Hotfx, 2, Chowringhee, Road, Phone Calcutta 

1509. 

2. Continental Hotel, 12, Chowringhee, Phone Calcutta 430. 
Grand Hotel, 15, Chowringhee. Phone Calcutta 4710 

(3 Lines). 

4. Great Eastern Hotel, 3, Old Court House Street, Phone 

Calcutta 255. 

5. Hotel de France, Chandernagore, Phone Howrah 82. 

6. Spence’s Hotel, 4, Wellesley Place, Phone Calcutta 225. 

7. Tbacadero Hotel. Esplanade, East. 

:8. Walt.acie’s Hoihl. 21, Lindsay Street, Phone Calcutta 
1744. 


RESTAURANTS. 

1. Bristol Grill, 5. Royal Excliange Place, Phone Calcutta 

1510. • 

2. Grand Cafe, Chowringhee, Phone Calcutta 4710 (3 Linos). 
Z. Firpo’s Restaurant, 18-2, Chowringhee Road. Plione 

Calcutta 1402. 
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RESTAUEANTS.— ) 

4. Peliti’s Restattrant, 11, Governmeiit Place East. Phon& 

Calcutta 590. 

5. Monico’s Restaurant, Ohowringhee. 

6. Trocadero, Esplanada Bast, 

7. Wallace’s 21, Lindsay Street, Phone Calcutta 1744. 

HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES. 

1. Albert Victor Asylum for Lepers, 18, Gobra Road,. 

Entally. 

2. Albert Victor Hospital, 1, Belgaclha Road, Phone 

Calcutta 2510. 

3. Alipore Police Case Hospital, 32, Belvedere Road, 

Phone Regent 733. 

4. Alipore Police Hospital, 11, Jail Road. 

5. Bhaqwan Das Bagla, Rai Bahadub’.s Marwari Hindu 

Hospital, 128, Harrison Road. 

6. Bechulal Dispensary, 6, Bechulal Road. 

7. Calcutta Free Hospital, 191, Bowbazar Street. 

8. Calcutta Homceopathic Hospital Society, 265, Upper 

Circular Road. 

9. Campbell Hospital, 138, Lower Circular Road, Phone 

Calcutta 131. 

10. Chetla Dispensary, 64, Moyerpore Road. 

11. Ohunilal Seal’s Charitable Dispensary, 89, College 

Street. (Out patient’s department M. C, H.) 

12. Eden Hospital for Diseases i’eculiar to Women and 

Children, 88, Collcjge Stroot, Phone Calcutta 844. 

12a. Electrical and Radiological Therapeutic Hall, 191/1,^ 
Bowbazar Street. 

13. Ezra Hospttvl (fob Jews) 41-1, Kalutola, Street. 

14. Euuopi.jan Lcx.ATir Asylum, 7, Bhowanipore Road. 

15. King’s Hospital, 301-3, Upper Circular Road. 

16. Kalighat Dispensary, 70, Kalighat Street. 

17. Kidderpore Dispensary, 4, Pipe Road. 

18. Lady Dufferin Victoria (Purdah Zenana) Hospital, 

1, Amherst- Street. Phone Calcutta 1113. 

19. M .^0 Indian Hospital, 67-1, Strand Road, North, Phone 

Calcutta 236. 


BrancJiPs : — 
Chandnsy 
Dispen.sary, 
.sary, 39, 


", Temple Street; Chitpore 
: " Road Strkea Street Dispen- 
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HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES.— 

20. Medical College, Hospital, 88, College Street, Phone 
Calcutta 302. 

21 Paying Pa-’i-n"'’-' Rlock, Medical College Hospital, 

Eden 1 1 .>!.:■! = »: ih.rui. 

22 Ppr?Tr,r.Ncv Hospital, 244, Lower Circular Road, 

C'-h.::-!! 288. 

23. Pbtnce of Wales’ no.si'rrAT. (SirnmcAL Block. Medical 

CoT.r.noE Hospital), Phone Calcutta 1230. 

24. Sambhxjnath Pandit Hospital, 11, Elgin Road, Bhowani- 

pore, Phone Calcutta 1374. 

25. Sbee VisHrDTTANAND Saraswati Marwabi Hospital, 

118, ..\nihf;r.-st Street. 

26. Shama Charan Dey Eye Infirmary (Medical College 

Hospital), 42, Kalutola Street. 

27. Station Hospital (Military), 245, Lower Circular Road, 

Regent 201. 

28. St. Catherine’s Hospital — (Home fob Incurables), 68, 

Diamond Harbour Road, Kidderpore. 

29 Volun'J'ary Venereal Hospital, 3, Bhowanipore Road, 
Alipore. 

.30. Howrah Gi|^iRAL Hospital, Telkul Ghat Road, Phone 
Howrah 42. 


BANKS. 

1. Allahabad Bank, 6, Royal Exchange, Phono Calcutta 1147. 

2. Imperial Bank of India, 3, Strand Road, Phone Calcutta 

4330. 

3. Cox & Go., 101/1, Clive Street. Phone Calcutta 4520. 

4. Eastern Bank, Ltd., 9, Clive Street, Phone Calcutta 1215. 
'6. GRindlay & Co., 11, Hastings Street, Phone Calcutta 14, 

6. King Hamilton & Co., 5, Koila Ghat Street, Phone Cal- 

cutta 6. 

7. National Bank of India, 104, Olive Street, Phone Calcutta 

257. 

8. Thomas Cook & Son, 9, Old Court House Street, Phone 

Calcutta 60. 

9. Alliance Bank op Simla, 8, Council House Street, Phone 

Calcutta 3716. 

10. Chartered Bank op India, Australia and China, Clive 
Street, Phone Calcutta 575. 

Mercantile Bank of India, 8, Clive Street, Phone Cal- 
cutta 830 (2 Lines). 


11. 
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CONSULXTES IX CALCUTTA. 

America. — ^9, Esplanade Mansions, Phone Calcutta 250. 
Argentine Republic, — 5, Eairlie Place. 

Belgium.- -3. M.-.nsions. 

Bolivia. — I>: 1 - ni . a Street. 

Brazil. — ^10, Si:v:;.!i Poaii. 

Ohili. — ^13, Ezra Mansions, Government Place. 

Costa Rica. — 65, Pathnriaghatta Street, 

Cuba. — 5, Hastings Street. 

Denmark. — 4, Eairlie Place. 

Ecuador. — 65, Pathnriaghatta Street. 
jFrance. — 11, Rawdon Street. 

Greece. — ^23, Canning Street. 

Guatemala. — 2, Royal Exchange Place, 

Italy. — 23, Harington Mansions, Phone Calcutta 474. 

Japan. — ^7, Loudon Street, Phone Calcutta 582. 

Liberia. — 5, Commercial Buildings, Phone Calcutta 5660. 
Mexico.— 11, Clive Street. 

Netherlands — ^F3.. Clive Buildings, Phone Calcsjiatta 806. 
Norway.— 87, Park Street, Phone CaloaUa 4155. 

Persia. — 51, Ezra Street. 

Peru. — Chartered Bank Buildings. 

Portugal. — 147, Bow Bazar Street, Phone Calcutta 4530. 
Russia. — 10, Government Place. 

Siam. — 2, Dover Park, Ballygunge, Phone Calcutta 1957. 
Spain. — 5 and 6, Hare Street. 

Sweden. — 4B, Little RusseU Street, Phone Calcutta 3211. 
Uruguay. — 3, Eairlie Place. 

Venezuela. — 65, Pathnriaghatta Street. 

Germany, — 2, Store Road, Ballygunge, Phone Calcutta 5256- 

POLICE HEAD QUARTERS. 

18, Lall Bazar Street, Phone Calcutta 2300 (4 Linesh 
PORT AND SHIPPING OEFICES, 

15-1, Strand Road. Phone Calcutta 35. 






